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The United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child
Article 3 – (the best interests of the child) The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children (UNICEF, 2016). 
Children’s Commissioner for Wales (CCW) - When working with children, their rights should be the focus through the framework, planning and delivery of education (CCW, 2017). Following the child’s best interests, practitioners should know and understand the framework, being consistent with the work of the UNCRC to ensure that the best interests of the child are looked at, encouraged and more importantly, achieved. The CCW (2017) states that coordination from external agencies and schools should ensure they work together to allow the best interests of the child to be priority. Through working together, communication and passing information regarding the child, the best care can be provided.
Every Child Matters – the government initiative of Every Child Matters ensures that anyone who works with children supports them with five key principles, to be healthy, to be safe, to enjoy and achieve, to make a positive contribution and to achieve economic well-being (Welsh Government, 2003). Through ensuring that these principles are followed, children have the right and the opportunity to have their best interests met, allowing for a healthy and happy upbringing and ensuring that every child, no matter what their background has the right to be supported through life (Newcombe, 2020). 
Foundation Phase – the curriculum set by the Welsh Government (2015) ensures that through learning and education, children can have a strong start in life to reach their best potential for their future. FP also ensures that children can have access to a range of opportunities to develop their mental, physical, social and emotional health by ensuring that their best interests are looked after and they are getting the best possible support (Welsh Government, 2015). 
Hierarchy of Needs - Maslow (1954) suggested that for a person to reach their full potential, each level of needs is met first (Gawel, 1996). Individual’s needs have to be met in order to be completely satisfied, emphasising the importance of practitioners today to ensure that children’s needs are met to the best interest of the child, providing support and care to ensure, allowing the chance to gain their full potential, achieving their rights (Gawel, 1996). 


Article 12 – (respect for the views of the child) Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously.
Children’s Rights Approach (CRA) – In Wales, this framework ensures that people who work with children and public bodies can understand how to combine children’s rights into every aspect of practice (CCW, 2020). The CRA speak about the importance of putting children’s rights at the heart of all planning and delivery, embedding their rights to be at the forefront of all decisions. The framework focuses largely on ensuring that all children are listened to, that their views are taking into consideration and that every child is equal. The aim is to empower children to understand their rights and how to use them to their advantages (CCW, 2020). 
Children Act (1989) – The National Youth Advocacy Service (NYAS, 2019) ensures that children and young people are aware of their rights, allowing them to use their voice. The NYAS set out to encourage the Children’s Act 1989 and the UNCRC which both state the importance of a child being able to express their views, have their own voice and to be taken seriously. 
Foundation Phase (2015) – The statutory curriculum aims to ensure that through education, children have the freedom to express their views and are listened to (Welsh Government, 2015). Through children being able to express their opinions and understanding their rights, it encourages children’s self-esteem, allowing children to be able to be more creative and confident, encouraging their learning throughout the Early Years stage (Welsh Government, 2015). 


The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an international agreement signed by 196 countries which are bound by international law to ensure it is delivered, followed and abided by (Save the Children, 2020). According to UNICEF (2016) it is the most complete legal statement produced regarding the rights of children and the biggest international contract regarding human rights. 
The Convention is made up of 45 articles, covering and helping protect children’s lives through civil, political, economic, cultural and social rights that a child is permitted to have (UNIFEC, 2016). For the rights to be beneficial towards children, the UNCRC explains how adults can work together with the government and professionals to ensure that all articles have equal importance and that all are continually covered to help protect children. 
The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 (Welsh Parliament, 2020) explains that the purpose of the measure is to ensure that it is the responsibility of the Welsh Ministers to show considerations to the requirements in the UNCRC, ensuring that the articles stated in the UNCRC are followed consistently. 


Article 28 – (right to education) Every Child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free and different forms of secondary school education must be available to every child.
Education Rights – Muedini (2015) states that education is importance for development, and children should have the right to access education for free, at least for the early and primary school years. Muedini (2015) talks about schoolings impact on the community for the future, suggesting that parts of an individual’s life relating to their socioeconomic rights are connected to the right to education. Education is important to development, health and welfare so it is important that children are giving this right to be able to receive education. Education is the way in which societies reproduce, so the importance of a child having the right to an education offers the opportunity for better social and economic welfare, as well as the opportunity for better holistic development (Meudini, 2015, p.7-8). 
KidsRight Foundation (KRF) – The Change Makers of The KidsRight Foundation (2020) explain the importance of education as a tool for empowerment, allowing children to gain knowledge and understanding, providing them with the best skills possible to be able to achieve their best possible chances in life. The KRF (2020) state that every child should benefit the right to an education without being discriminated or judged. Every child no matter what their background should have the right to receive an education and be respected. Another reason why the right to an education is important is because although children learn everyday skills such as numeracy and literacy, children are also gaining the benefits of socio-emotional skills, to help throughout their future (KRF, 2020). Education provides us with knowledge and understanding of the world around us, making more of an impact for our future about how we can better the world for change. 
UNICEF – UNICEF (2020) explain the importance of article 28, education and the quality of education, suggesting that education and the type of education is an important right, culturally and socially. UNICEF (2020) claim that education reduces the chance of child labour and poverty as it helps to provide children with a better chance of a brighter future. 
Legislations – The Human Rights Act 1998 (Law.Gov, 2016) states that no individual should be denied the right to an education. Governments should respect parent’s rights to enable teaching and education to include religious beliefs. The Education Act 1996 (Law.Gov, 2016) ensures that parents with children aged 5-16 receive full-time education, attending in appropriation to their age and ability. This enforcement encourages every child to education, declaring it a criminal offence to take children out of school without consent. 
 
Article 31 – (leisure, play and culture) Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.
Right to Play (RTP) – This organisation works to allow children to play, especially deprived areas where children do not have basic rights. RTP use different play opportunities, igniting a passion for leaning, inspiring and developing positive attitudes and behaviour and encouraging self-expression by providing safe play spaces for children to experience child-led and self-directed play (RTP, 2020). Children gain the benefits of a brighter future, enabling them to be protected, educated and empowered through play (RTP, 2020). This organisation aims to steer children away from abuse, war and poverty. 
Foundation Phase – The Foundation Phase (FP) framework follows the work of the UNCRC and states that the curriculum ensures all children have the access to play and leisure. FP emphasises the importance of children learning through hands-on and first-hand experiences, which is done through play (Welsh Government, 2015). From the FP framework, the benefits of play can be seen by allowing children to take risks, solve problems, expand their knowledge and understanding and learn how to make decisions (Welsh Government, 2015). Practitioners understand the importance of play in aiding children’s development, so through the FP, emphasis is put on learning through play in various ways.
Play Wales – Play Wales (2020) and the Welsh Government created a play policy stating that all children must have the opportunity and be able to access stimulating and rich play opportunities, full of challenged but without inappropriate risks. The policy also states that children should have free choice in their own play as it is beneficial for their contribution to their own learning, well-being and development (Play Wales, 2020). 

UNICEF – UNICEF (2011) believe that this article is a measurement of human dignity and fundamental rights. For adults to promote and understand a child’s best interest, it is important for them to listen to children (UNICEF, 2011). Through children having the right to a voice, it allows them to gain confidence and acquire skills, becoming more willing to participate, allowing more effective contributions from children and having a larger influence on their holistic development.
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