In the southwestern Welsh shire of Pembrokeshire, in the town of Pembroke, just outside the mighty walls of the massive and world-renowned citadel of Pembroke castle there is the statue of a man. The statue is a bronze memorial of a mounted knight on a horse, his mailed fist grasping the paper that started the beginnings of common freedom in Britain. A figure who stands as a proverbial titan towering over the pages of history. This man is William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke.  His memorial in Pembroke was erected earlier this year in on May 7th, 2022. Why erect a statue to a man who has been dead for more then 800 years? What did this man do to merit such a large and expensive bronze, which is larger even then the nearby bronze of Henry the 7th? 	 
William Marshal was born around 1146[footnoteRef:1] as the landless son on a minor noble. He was raised with no prospects of inheriting any lands unless he won them himself through political acumen or Martial prowess. William chose martial prowess and by the end of his life he had served five of England’s Kings, knighted two of them, watched the fall of the entire Angevin dynasty, and was made Earl of one of the most prominent holdings in Britain when he was made Earl of Pembroke. William was made earl of Pembroke on the ascension of Richard the First, or Richard the Lionheart. During his time as Earl of Pembroke he served under John and saw to the peaceful resolution of the First Baron’s War attending to the signing of Magna Carta, the chapter of his life he is most famous for. He served the kings of England with unswerving loyalty, remaining loyal to King Richard the Lionheart when he way imprisoned in Germany he prevented the then Prince John from seizing power, however when John was King he remained loyal to him during one of the most turbulent times in English History, the First Barons war.  [1:  Encyclopedia Britannica ‘William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke | Facts & Biography’. [n.d.]. Encyclopedia Britannica <https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Marshal-1st-earl-of-Pembroke>
] 

Now we have examined the man, the question of his monument remains. Why would this Anglo-Norman have such a prominent statue in Pembroke? The Statue and it monument was funded by the ‘Pembroke and Monkton Local History Society’ a society which is unsurprisingly based out of Pembroke and Monkton, their website states their goals and aims:
Pembroke and Monkton Local History Society  was founded in October 2009 with the following aims:
To raise public awareness of the heritage of our communities
To research, record and disseminate the history of Pembroke and Monkton
To encourage community participation
To support Pembroke Museum
To achieve these aims we have a programme of speakers, events and exhibitions. We organise visits and carry out research, scan photographs and record memories. We are now a registered charity.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Pembroke & Monkton Local History Society, About (2022)  <https://www.pembrokeandmonktonhistory.org.uk/about.html>  [accessed 1st December 2022]] 

	
	The Pembroke and Monkton Local History Society is also responsible for the Henry the 7th statue in the town as part of their Statue Walk Project[footnoteRef:3], the William Marshal statue is life sized and mounted, holding the folded pages of Magna Carta. The statue was unveiled to massive crowd of around two and a half thousand people[footnoteRef:4]. While some sources claim this statue to be controversial the mood of the crowd at the unveiling was excited as the massive bronze was erected to honour the knight. The material of the statue was chosen to match that of Henry the VII which stands just down the road from the location of William Marshal’s statue. This is so that there is a consistent style across all of the statues that are and will be part of the ‘Statue Walk’ project, currently being developed by the Local History Society.  [3:  Pembroke & Monkton Local History Society, Projects (2022) <https://www.pembrokeandmonktonhistory.org.uk/Projects.html> [accessed 30th November 2022]
]  [4:  Pembroke & Monkton Local History Society, Projects, (2022)] 

	The statue of the Mounted Knight holding Magna Carta is an indication of the man the monument is dedicated to. A knight mounted evokes the fact the man in life was a warrior of unparalleled skill and dedication, he was the only man to have unhorsed Richard the Lionhearted in battle, which is a true testament to his prowess. While the sheathed sword and extended hand holding the magna carta are an indication of his primary contribution, bringing peace and legal freedoms to the people of Britain. 
	The monument was erected in honour of this historic figure in the history in Pembroke, while he wasn’t a Welshman, a fact that some find controversial[footnoteRef:5], he was an incredibly important figure and having a monument to him on the grounds of the castle in which he lived seems poignant.  [5:  Ruth Davies. 2022. ‘William Marshal Statue Unveiled in Pembroke’, The National Wales <https://www.thenational.wales/news/20123555.william-marshal-statue-unveiled-pembroke/> [accessed 2nd December 2022]
] 

	The simple plaque written in both Welsh and English is very short and gets directly to the point of what the monument stands for. On its surface adorned by his coat of arms is merely say: William Marshal, the Greatest Knight. This plague sums up why the Pembroke and Monkton Local History Society wanted to erect a statue of the man on the eight hundred year anniversary of his death, because he is recognised far and wide as the greatest knight who ever lived. 
	This statue, erected to commemorate the death of one of the most important figures in the history of these Islands, a figure widely acclaimed to be one of the very few decent men to serve in such high places of power. Stands as a testament to the deeds of a man whose widespread and positive legacy go down in history as one of the best and most successful men in all of Europe’s long and storied history. This monument stands as a reminder to everyone what type of person was in power in Pembroke in this crucial turning point in British history.
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