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Assessment 1 – Describe the key features of ONE significant sociological perspective and how they relate to the study of contemporary society.
Feminism, theory of social equality.

‘The first unmistakable feminist voices were heard in England in the 17th century’ (Jaggar, 1983, p.3) Alison Jaggar who was a feminist philosopher faulted the ethical ideals from the western due to many reasons such as the western ideals tried to emphasize more about how a male should be handled that is male right and forget the female rights (Jaggar, 2016).  Alison noted that traditional ethics were emphasizing women's roles that were morally uninteresting in the world at that time such as cleaning, cooking, taking care of the children and the elderly. Traditional ethics was viewing women to be people who were not morally developed compared to and she faulted this explaining that traditional philosophy was overvaluing the cultural traits that were viewed to be masculine such as autonomy, reason, separation, independence, culture, war, and death, transcendence and would then undervalue traits that were feminine such as community, body, connection, life, peace, immanence, nature, interdependence, and emotions (Jaggar, 2016).
To be able to understand feminism as a theory of social equality we must go back to 19th and early 20th century, when Mary Wollstonecraft published her book ‘A Vindication of the Rights of Woman’ (1792). In Vindication of the Rights of Woman, Wollstonecraft frequently addresses the issue of unequal relations between men and women, including in marriage. While she does not ignore issues related to masculine virtues, she pays more attention to the lack of moral education, which she believes leaves women ill-equipped to find worthy husbands and build strong marriages and families. Moreover, she argues that these weak families and unhappy marriages are actually destructive to society as a whole. In her book "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman," published in the 19th century, Mary Wollstonecraft argues that women do not reach the same level of intelligence as men. However, she determines that this deficit is not due to any inherent weakness in women, but rather to the inadequate education system to which most middle-class English girls are subjected. Wollstonecraft argues that women are generally taught only to attract men, with the result that their mental and moral capacities are never fully developed - an injustice that will only be corrected when girls are taught according to the same system and with the same aims as boys. Wollstonecraft portrays women as caricatures incapable of greater intellectual achievement because they are preoccupied with everyday matters. To refute this, she overturns these common assessments of women, arguing that women are generally not given the opportunity to develop their minds, but traditionally allow their emotions to take over, thereby limiting their appetite and capacity for anything but trivial things. Wollstonecraft argues that women, as rational beings created in the image of God, should develop their minds in order to properly regulate their emotions and ultimately become virtuous. "Many have argued that men and women should strive for different virtues," says Wollstonecraft, "but if we assume that women, created in the image of God, possess souls in the same way as men, then we must admit it. Wollstonecraft laments that while men tend to be trained for professions, women "have no other scheme to hone their abilities" and, in fact, are encouraged throughout their lives to be "constantly preoccupied with secondary things... instead of being occupied with responsibilities." Even those responsibilities that society considers to be uniquely female, such as motherhood, suffer from this attitude. To correct this societal malady, Wollstonecraft argues that women should be focused on meaningful things throughout their lives. This will allow them to acquire the virtues suitable for the rigors of motherhood, and even get an education for their own financial security and the overall betterment of society. But we should also consider a question asked by Caprino in her article in Forbes ‘Is feminism a cancer?’ In her professional experience, she has encountered quite a bit of disapproval regarding feminism. This prompted Caprino to make a deeper social analysis, resulting in a social critique of the feminist movement and, consequently, a critique of women's equality. Although at its core feminism is about gender, economic, political, or social equality Caprino notes that it is associated with bossy and angry women who do not find a flattering place in society. Will feminism mean that eventually men will lose authority, control, power, and influence? If the premise of feminism is to take control of the world and relegate men to a lower ''category'' then traditions, religious beliefs and established gender roles may be annihilated. The fear of society, if women are on an equal footing with men, is that the feminist movement is pushing for adverse and even negative changes in relationships, marriage, society, culture, power, and authority dynamics, as well as in business, labour, and economics. And it is not scientific research that has paved the public's views on these issues. She argues that we all need to honour the beliefs, values and ideals that seem right and good to us. ‘If you believe in equality of all, are you able to take a brave stand for it, in a way that feels right to you, in your own life and in your own sphere of influence?’ (Caprino, 2017). It can be seen from the above analysis that ‘If true feminism were followed, then all of the victims should be treated equally’ (Misra,2020) Equality is the fundamental essence of the movement towards feminism argues Misra. However, a new feminist movement called pseudo-feminism, has been defined. Characterized by women who blame men for the failures, injustices and wrongs done to women in the past, thereby forgetting the fundamental equality for which feminists fought more than a century ago. According to Urban Dictionary, Pseudo-Feminist is ‘a person that claims to be a feminist yet ignores the main point of feminism, equality. Pseudo-Feminists will tend to blather on about how terrible men are or assume how men do not face social issues in regard to their gender.’ In addition, Misra introduced the drastic situation of men in India, where, despite an active feminist movement, abuse of men is quite common. A man has no right to complain, to defend himself, in fact he is stressed and accused of things he has not done, because the law is not on his side. This is what characterizes pseudo-feminism, the lack of equality of rights between men and women. It is important to note pseudo-feminists believe that women deserve more respect than the other sex. It is enough not to understand the definition of feminism to, through ignorance, become an active pseudo-feminist. ‘Feminism is simply about freedom and is not about judgment. People who recognize feminism do not wear the feminist badge. These are the people who want a good education for their daughter, support their companion if she wants to be working in the field. Some women want to give their husbands food; some women want to take more care of their house and children than work. That is not making them slaves; it is up to them to decide what to do.’ (Misra,2020). Is feminism a critical theory? (Rhodo,1990, p.619) argues that ‘The following discussion focuses on a body of work that may be loosely identified as feminist critical theories. Although they differ widely in other respects, these theories share three central commit- mends. On a political level, they seek to promote equality between wo- men and men. On a substantive level, feminist critical frameworks make gender a focus of analysis; their aim is to reconstitute legal practices that have excluded, devalued, or undermined women's concerns. On a methodological level, these frameworks aspire to describe the world in ways that correspond to women's experience and that identify the fundamental social transformations necessary for full equality be- tween the sexes. These commitments are for the most part mutually reinforcing, but they occasionally pull in different directions. This es- say explores various ways that feminists have sought to fuse a political agenda that is dependent on both group identity and legalist strategies with a methodology that is in some measure sceptical of both.’
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