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This assignment will evaluate how current initiatives support the development of numeracy across the curriculum for key stage 1 ages five and six. It will show how every day learning in school covers numeracy without it just being a Mathematical lesson.
The setting that will be discussed is in a deprived area and is labelled as a high poverty-stricken part of Swansea due to its reputation of uneducated parents, a high unemployed number with the lack of support off some residents in the community and residents behaviour. It’s is an area that has a reputation to repopulate itself instead of welcoming new residents moving in. The school is a “co-educational, English-medium, county-maintained community primary school for pupils between the ages of 3 and 11” (February 2017 School Prospectus. P.4). The school welcomes a diversity of cultured and ethnic children and help to provide as much support in the school by working with external professionals such as English as Additional Language (EAL) staff, Social Services, Teaching Around the Family (TAF), Speech and Language Therapist (SLT), Behaviour Specialists linked with Autism, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), the local PCO. Working with these professionals and having training days around the areas of learning help the staff work and communicate on how to better the ethos and establish the baseline of learning for every child’s education. 
The key ideas in the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) are based upon oracy, reading and writing across the curriculum for Literacy and developing numerical reasoning, using number skills, measuring skills and data skills for Numeracy strands. The LNF was created to benefit children aged 5 to 14 which was aimed to broaden their learning skills through the school from Foundation Phase to Key Stage 2 and 3. It is to help them learn basic life skills which they will need to further their education now and into their adulthood education such as College or University. Professor Graham Donaldson states ‘School education is one of the most important and contested policy areas for governments across the world.’ (Donaldson p.2). 
Any education is important but without numeracy skills a child or adult would struggle to tell the time, write the date, be able to get involved in class activity role play such as shop. These skills can be used playing games such as football where reasoning and estimation will be used, playing games that require shapes, number counting which need the understanding of recognition and sequences. For adults the use of basic maths skills is used daily such as estimating when shopping, tell the time to get children to and from school or to go to work, helping with homework or other educational studies. By introducing maths homework, the parents are aware of how the children are learning and are given the opportunity to ask for any help to support the child’s educational learning outside the setting. To understand Maths takes hard work and patience to learn, where some children find it difficult the teacher needs to adapt the learning techniques to suit an individual, group or class. 
The cross-curriculum approach is so important as it sets guidelines to follow of what stages children should be at in each class, although children’s learning abilities differ there will be some children who will exceed the ‘norm’ for the age, these children should be driven to continue their learning and adapt the work to challenge their skills further. Other children may struggle due to a learning behaviour, difficulty or disability such Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Autism. Theses children will be given the same opportunities to provide an inclusive approach to the lessons and planning. One believes that If there is continuity of the curriculum from the foundation phase through to key stage 2 ensures that all children when transitioning to the next stage of education. The children need to receive continuity of skills to improve and identify areas of learning that need some support so that when the assessments are done most of the children will can do the same work in a certain timeframe that’s provided.
“What our children and young people learn during their time at school has never been more important yet, at the same time, the task of determining what that learning should be has never been more challenging.” (Donaldson Review p.8)
Since September 2013 it was stated “The LNF is first and foremost a curriculum planning tool that supports all teachers in embedding literacy and numeracy across the curriculum and developing the literacy and numeracy skills of their learners” (Curriculum planning guidance 2013 P.4). this was lead on from the Education Act in 1988 which brought in SATs and GCSE’s to test children throughout their education to be able to show the results of each key stage to compare schools and use the data to show the best and worst results for which area. It has now been published that by 2022 not 2021, the LNF will be changing the way the schools approach teaching numeracy literacy, numeracy and digital competence. There will be no more assessment paper such as SAT’s uses of assessment results. The Welsh Government have stated the assessment arrangements should “be clear about the reasons for assessment and plan in advance for the intended” (Donaldson review p.22).
This change is because of the Donaldson report, which raised areas that needed to be addressed for the learning to improve dramatically. Donaldson highlighted six areas of learning, they are expressive arts; health and wellbeing; humanities; languages, literacy and communication; maths and numeracy; and science and technology.  The report has based this on three areas for schools to focus on; ‘literacy, numeracy and digital competence’ (Wales online 25.02.2015), this will now range from 5 to 16.
The LNF specifically for numeracy focuses on four main strands with elements to support the learning criteria. The Foundation Phase strand is followed and aimed for children aged 5 to 7. The elements are based on pre-existing assessments that are now simplified to make all areas more engaging and uncomplicated. Benjamin Franklin stated, “Without continual growth and progress, such words as improvement, achievement, and success have no meaning”, (Benjamin Franklin quotes).
Developing numerical reasoning is back to the basics of the understanding of why, how and where maths can be used in class and finding the strategies needed to teach and suit each ability of learning. This strand is the same for all in the Foundation Phase, so this allows time for the children to reach a certain target, without the pressure of now meeting termly targets. Using number skills; this can be used in and out of school and can cover a colossal of the daily key factors such as counting and role play. Using measuring skills can be implemented outside the education as well to promote parent or carers interaction and involvement. Using data skills can be benefitted from the first day of school by providing them with knowledge they will carry through the school.
The educational setting already has current initiatives in place that have been working and have improved by adapting to suit the children such as enhanced provision in the Maths area. This has a variety of resources such as shapes, numicon, activities for adding and subtracting using coins, clocks, counters etc that suit the weekly numeracy targets, so the children can work independently, as a team and use and build their social skills such as taking it in turns. It helps to build confidence and self-esteem with numeracy with low level prompting to encourage the experiential learning within a safe environment in and out of the classroom. Outside the designated outdoor area for foundation phase had more activities that test their gross motor skills such as building blocks, making a den, sand and water pits. Again, these involve team work, independent learning as it must be self-motivated. The maths enhancement areas are very useful to build on motor skills in the learning activities and can be used to meet many numeracy criteria’s; not just basic maths skills.
Another initiative is use of the interactive board in the class as it can be used for group sessions and individual work activities. The white board makes it fun for learning as most of the children know how to use an I-pad or some sort of electronic device from home. There are unlimited activities to suit all children’s needs and abilities, so they can complete and challenge themselves independently or with as little intervention from staff where possible. The school has a programme called SUMDOG which allows a child to have their own username and password, so the teacher can also access the account to see what numeracy activities the child has done and if there are any issues that need to be addressed to enable further help and support can be given to the child.
The initiative that is used the most which helps the children to learn about numbers is numicon. Numicon is easily recognised by the colours and shapes, it can be used across the curriculum to suit any learning difficulty or disability such as Autism and Dyslexia. It can also be used for any ability of learning needs. Numicon can be used for many learning techniques to help a child such as counting, number bonds, tell the time, adding or subtracting 1 or more, this resource can be adapted to suit most tasks. The only negative comment one can make about numicon, is about the training. Training helps to build a better understand of the possible outcomes using them can provide a child in class and without this a member of staff, student or child would not benefit.
The setting has had a few meetings already and have started to consider ways forward to keep up to date and in line with the new Curriculum that will be in introduced a year later than first agreed. Instead of September 2018 it will now be available from September 2019. This new framework will be introduced slowly into the school which will change the way of learning and planning in the school lessons. A new system has been introduced to the school this week to help children with their learning and improve their ICT skills. The school will now use an app called SEE SAW, it allows a child to take photos and write some information if they can or record themselves speaking to communicate how they are doing or answering a question. The teacher can set an activity to suit each child and ability if needed and can also give verbal or written feedback on the same work they have produce. This will benefit children who have difficulty in writing numbers or writing down an explanation for the work, this can be used as evidence to show the child’s work by printing out a Quick Response (QR) code to stick in their book under a Learning Objective (LO) so it can be accessed at any time by any staff member or School Inspector. This will be less pressure for a child just to sit at the table to learn and feel intimidated by the work, group or possibly the staff member. It has been proven through that children learn better when it is fun and memorable instead of just regimental and boring, “If we make this learning fun, children will enjoy learning math through their school years” (Susan Jindrich 1998).
The teachers have planning time to meet all criterions of learning and meet termly targets set by the curriculum and Welsh Government, with all the different elements of the planning needed this takes time and adjust the work for different groups of abilities and needs. One hopes that the new curriculum proposed will alter the planning process for it to be more flexible for the teacher to plan the lessons to suit all these needs as it will be based around just three areas to guide it. Even though there are 6 themes they are split into groups to assist with the planning of them, they are; expressive arts; health and wellbeing; humanities; languages, literacy and communication; maths and numeracy; and science and technology. Each of these will be explored using 3 main areas to cover; Education Minister Huw Lewis commented on the review regarding the LNF as “compelling, exciting and ambitious vision for a new curriculum in Wales” (Wales online),
In conclusion one thinks that with any change can be good if not remarkable, if implemented in the correct way with guidelines and procedures that are achievable and acceptable within the educational environment. The Literacy and Numeracy Framework can be a positive move for the future of education as it will be a simpler system to follow and will have more input to a child’s learning with consistent elements to follow. Thus, leading to a better run school where all staff work together and consistently, getting more achievable results for all children to boost confidence, self-esteem and improve chances of changing the future for those who start to believe they are more than and better than they think. “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can choose to change the world” (Nelson Mandela).
One must also think about the negative impact this may have on a school as this is a new framework being introduced and has already taken Scotland 6 years to implement it through the whole school. All the staff, new and old need to be willing for change and accept that it needs to change for the better, requiring a lot of hard work and patience to learn the same time as the children. It needs a full commitment off the staff to promote the framework to allow the changes to develop as this new LNF is not a quick fix for the educational system. This a life long commitment to having a chance to make a child’s future more promising and provide that opportunity to progress through school; no matter how they achieve it, how long it takes to teach and adapt, it’s the self-satisfaction and fulfilment that a child got a chance to have a better start in the educational journey.
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