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Optional Reading: Primary Sources 
Early English Books on Line (EEBO): available through the University Library. 
Search for ‘astrology’, browse and then refine your search. This is an especially 
useful source for texts such as almanacs and polemics for and against astrology. 
Follow the separate instructions for logging in to EEBO. 
 
Two issues of Culture and Cosmos (Vol. 7 no1, Galileo’s Astrology) and Vol. 14 
no 1 and 2, Kepler’s Astrology), contain translations of original astrological 
documents by Galileo and Kepler. Available via www.cultureandcosmos.org 
 
Lilly, William, History of his Life and Times. 
http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/15835 
Of interest because Lilly was the most famous astrology of his day in England, 
and well-known throughout Europe. 
 
Samuel Pepys and the comet of 1665 
https://eee.uci.edu/clients/bjbecker/PlaguesandPeople/week3a.html 
This is of interest purely because it shows Pepys relative disinterest in the comet. 
 
Optional Reading: Secondary Sources 
 
Kassell, Lauren, Medicine and Magic in Elizabethan London: Simon Forman - 
Astrologer, Alchemist, and Physician (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 
126-159. (An important account of an astrologer at work) 
GOOGLE BOOKS 
 
Rutkin, Darrel, ‘Various Uses of Horoscopes: Astrological Practices in Early 
Modern Europe’,  in Oestmann, Gűnther, H.K. von Stuckrad, and D. Rutkin 
(eds.), Horoscopes and Public Spheres: Essays on the History of Astrology, 
Berlin and New York: Walter de Gruyter 2005, pp. 167-183. 
GOOGLE BOOKS 
 
Roos, Anna Marie, 'Israel Hiebner’s Astrological Amulets and the English Sigil 
War', Culture and Cosmos, Vol. 6 no 2, Autumn/Winter 2002, pp 17-43. 
 
Oestmann, Günther, 'Tycho Brahe's Geniture', Culture and Cosmos, 
Autumn/Winter 2003, Vol. 7 no 2, pp. 3-13. 
http://www.cultureandcosmos.org/pdfs/7/7-2-
Gunther_Oestmann_Tycho_Brahe.pdf 
 



Carlota Simões, ‘The Astrological Chart of the Coronation of King Sebastião of 
Portugal’, Culture and Cosmos, Vol. 22 no 2, Autumn/Winter 2018, pp. 17-32. 
http://www.cultureandcosmos.org/pdfs/22/22-2_simoes-coronation.pdf 
 
Brosseder, Claudia, ‘The Writing in the Wittenberg Sky: Astrology in Sixteenth-
Century Germany’, Journal of the History of Ideas, Vol. 66, No. 4 (Oct., 2005), 
pp. 557-576. 
JSTOR 
 
Butler, Jon, ‘Magic, Astrology, and the Early American Religious Heritage, 1600-
1760’,  The American Historical Review, Vol. 84, No. 2 (Apr., 1979), pp. 317-346. 
JSTOR 
 
Camden, Carroll, ‘Astrology in Shakespeare’s Day’, Isis, April 1933, Vol. 19 no 1, 
pp. 26-73. 
JSTOR 
 
Campion, Nicholas, ‘Political Cosmology in the Renaissance: Bodin, Kepler and 
the Reform of Astrology’, Proceedings of the INSAP II Conference, Arizona 
University, Steward University. 
ON-LINE LIBRARY, PAPERS BY NICK 
 
Cañizares Esguerra, Jorge, ‘New World, New Stars: Patriotic Astrology and the 
Invention of Indian and Creole Bodies in Colonial Spanish America, 1600-1650’, 
The American Historical Review, Vol. 104, No. 1 (Feb., 1999), pp. 33-68. 
JSTOR 
 
Christianson, J.R., ‘Tycho Brahe's German Treatise on the Comet of 1577: A 
Study in Science and Politics’, Isis, Vol. 70, No. 1 (Mar., 1979), pp. 110-140. 
JSTOR 
 
Dixon, C. Scott, 'Popular Astrology and Lutheran Propaganda in Reformation 
Germany', Historical Association 1999. 
http://www.nd.edu/~dharley/HistIdeas/texts/Lutheran-astrology.pdf 
 
Eastwood, Bruce Stansfield, ‘Kepler as Historian of Science: Precursors of 
Copernican Heliocentrism according to "De Revolutionibus," I, 10’, Proceedings 
of the American Philosophical Society, Vol. 126, No. 5 (Oct. 21, 1982), pp. 367-
394. 
JSTOR 
 
Espantoso-Foley, Augusta M., ‘The Problem of Astrology and Its Use in Ruiz de 
Alarcon's El dueño de las estrellas’, Hispanic Review, Vol. 32, No. 1 (Jan., 1964), 
pp. 1-11. 
JSTOR 
 



Gardner, William Bradford, ‘John Dryden's Interest in Judicial Astrology’, Studies 
in Philology, Vol. 47, No. 3 (Jul., 1950), pp. 506-521. 
JSTOR 
 
Gay, David, ‘Astrology and Iconoclasm in Milton's "Paradise Regained"’,  Studies 
in English Literature, 1500-1900, Vol. 41, No. 1, The English Renaissance 
(Winter, 2001), pp. 175-190. 
JSTOR 
 
Grafton, Anthony, ‘Protestant versus Prophet: Isaac Casaubon on Hermes 
Trismegistus’, Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, Vol. 46, (1983), 
pp. 78-93,  
JSTOR 
 
Grafton, Anthony, ‘Some Uses of Eclipses in Early Modern Chronology’,  
Journal of the History of Ideas, Vol. 64, No. 2 (Apr., 2003), pp. 213-229.  
JSTOR 
 
Grafton, Anthony, ‘Dating History: The Renaissance & the Reformation of 
Chronology’, Daedalus, Vol. 132, No. 2, On Time (Spring, 2003), pp. 74-85.  
JSTOR 
 
Grafton, Anthony, ‘Girolamo Cardano and the Tradition of Classical Astrology’, 
The Rothschild Lecture, 1995, Proceedings of the American Philosophical 
Society, Vol. 142, No. 3 (Sep., 1998), pp. 323-354 
JSTOR 
 
Halstead, Frank G., ‘The Attitude of Lope de Vega toward Astrology and 
Astronomy’, Hispanic Review, Vol. 7, No. 3 (Jul., 1939), pp. 205-219.  
JSTOR 
 
Langhans, Edward A., review of Elton, Wlliam R., King Lear and the Gods, The 
Huntington Library 1966, in Shakespeare Quarterly, Vol. 20, no 1 (Winter 1969), 
pp. 99-101. 
JSTOR 
 
McColley, Grant, ‘The Astronomy of "Paradise Lost"’, Studies in Philology, Vol. 
34, No. 2 (Apr., 1937), pp. 209-247. 
JSTOR 
 
Nowotny, Karl Anton, ‘The Construction of Certain Seals and Characters in the 
Work of Agrippa of Nettesheim’, Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, 
Vol. 12, (1949), pp. 46-57. 
JSTOR 
 



Pingree, David, ‘A New Look at Melancolia I’, Journal of the Warburg and 
Courtauld Institutes, Vol. 43, (1980), pp. 257-258.  
JSTOR 
 
Popper, Nicholas, ‘"Abraham, Planter of Mathematics": Histories of Mathematics 
and Astrology in Early Modern Europe’, Journal of the History of Ideas, Vol. 67, 
No. 1 (Jan., 2006), pp. 87-106  
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_history_of_ideas/v067/67.1popper.ht
ml 
JSTOR 
 
Ridgely, Beverly S., ‘Astrology and Astronomy in the Fables of La Fontaine’, 
PMLA, Vol. 80, No. 3 (Jun., 1965), pp. 180-189. 
JSTOR 
 
Rusche, Harry, ‘Merlini Anglici: Astrology and Propaganda from 1644 to 1651’, 
The English Historical Review, Vol. 80, No. 315 (Apr., 1965), pp. 322-333. 
JSTOR 
 
Stahlman, William D., ‘Astrology in Colonial America: An Extended Query’, The 
William and Mary Quarterly, Third Series, Vol. 13, No. 4 (Oct., 1956), pp. 551-
563. 
JSTOR 
 
Smith, Warren D., ‘The Elizabethan Rejection of Judicial Astrology and 
Shakespeare's Practice’, Shakespeare Quarterly, Vol. 9, No. 2 (Spring, 1958), 
pp. 159-176. 
JSTOR 
 
Sondheim, Moriz, ‘Shakespeare and the Astrology of His Time’, Journal of the 
Warburg Institute, Vol. 2, No. 3 (Jan., 1939), pp. 243-259 
JSTOR 
 
Wright, Peter, ‘Astrology and Science in Seventeenth-Century England’,  Social 
Studies of Science, Vol. 5, No. 4 (Nov., 1975), pp. 399-422 
JSTOR 
 
Google Books 
Google Books are sometimes available, but not all the time. Use them if you can. 
 
Holden, James Herschel, A History of Horoscopic Astrology, Tempe AZ: 
American Federation of Astrologers, 1996, pp 161-181. 
GOOGLE BOOKS 
 
Stuckrad, Kocku von, 'The Function of Horoscopes in Biographical Narrative: 
Cardano and After', in Oestmann, Gűnther, H.K. von Stuckrad, and D. Rutkin 



(eds.), Horoscopes and Public Spheres, Berlin and New York: Walter de Gruyter 
2005, Walter de Gruyter 2005, pp. 225-239. 
GOOGLE BOOKS 
 
Tester, Jim, History of Western Astrology, Woodbridge: Boydell Press 1987, pp. 
228-243.  
GOOGLE BOOKS 
 
 
Web Sites 
 
The Galileo Project 
http://galileo.rice.edu/ 
 
 
Optional Reading Print 
 
Collis, Robert, ‘Using the Stars: Astrology at the Court of Peter the Great’, in in 
Nicholas Campion and Liz Greene (eds), Astrologies: Plurality and Diversity, 
Lampeter: Sophia Centre Press, 2010, pp. 109-124, pp. 125-150. 
 
Hand, Robert, ‘John Partridge – one of the founders of modern astrology?’, in 
Nicholas Campion and Liz Greene (eds), Astrologies: Plurality and Diversity, 
Lampeter: Sophia Centre Press, 2010, pp. 83-108. 
 
Capp, Bernard, Astrology and the Popular Press: English Almanacs 1500 - 1800, 
London and Boston: Faber and Faber, 1979. 
 
Curry, Patrick (ed.) Astrology, Science and Society, Woodbridge, Suffolk: Boydell 
Press, 1987. 
 
Curry, Patrick, Prophecy and Power: Astrology in Early Modern England, Oxford: 
Polity Press, 1989. 
 
Geneva, Ann, Astrology and the Seventeenth Century Mind: William Lilly and the 
Language of the Stars, Manchester and New York: Manchester University Press, 
1995. 
 
Parker, Derek, Familiar to All: William Lilly and Astrology in the Seventeenth 
Century, London: Jonathan Cape 1975. 
 
Thomas, Keith, Religion and the Decline of Magic, Harmondsworth, Middlesex: 
Peregrine Books, 1971. 
 
 


