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A good attempt to explore the case in your groups.  Below is my collated summary including your groups discussion summary.

1. 	What makes this case study an example of Big Data analytics?
As explained in the lectures Big Data is data that cannot be stored in a single storage unit and typically is arriving in many different forms or in a stream. Although the case does not describe the volume of data that Gilt Groupe is analyzing, it does say the company is receiving a stream of data because it is measuring every click on the company’s website, as well as references to Gilt on Twitter. 
Also, you need to refer to the software the company Gilt Groupe uses as it is based on Teradata Aster’s technology solution that includes Big Data analytics technologies.

2.	What types of decisions does Gilt Groupe have to make?
Quite a lot to consider from the short case, but Gilt Groupe must decide what to order—both the selection of brands and styles and the quantity of each item—to minimize inventory costs. 
Gilt Groupe makes personalized recommendations, so it needs to decide what items to recommend to each customer. It needs to decide on the timing of e-mails that communicate the offers.

Seminar Additional Questions

What is Big Data analytics?
The term Big Data refers to data that cannot be stored in a single storage unit. Typically, the data is arriving in many different forms, be they structured, unstructured, or in a stream. Big Data analytics is analytics on a large scale, with fast processing, to handle this kind of data.

2.	What are the sources of Big Data?
Major sources include clickstreams from Web sites, postings on social media, and data from traffic, sensors, and the weather. 

3.	What are the characteristics of Big Data?
You all referred to this well – so in summary Big Data refers to almost any kind of large data that has the characteristics of volume, velocity, and variety. 
Examples include data about Web searches, such as the billions of Web pages searched by Google; data about financial trading, which operates in the order of microseconds; and data about consumer opinions measured from postings in social media.

4.	What processing technique is applied to process Big Data?
None of you referred to the technique as mentioned in lecture 1.  
One computer, even a powerful one, could not handle the scale of Big Data. The solution is to push computation to the data, using the MapReduce programming paradigm and Hadoop.
