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Muslim Women: Peacebuilding in a Globalised Society

This case study reveals a global network of Muslim women peacebuilders who have emerged out of a post-colonial society, displaying qualities of strength, courage and faith as they champion the poor and fight for  equality on the front line of peacebuilding.  

· Muslim Women in History

Muslim women can find inspiration from the life of  Mohammad’s first wife Khadīja bint Khuwaylid, the first person to become a Muslim, sometimes referred to as the ‘Mother of Islam’.  She was an independent wealthy businesswoman in her own right when she proposed marriage to Mohammad and she was known to be of  good character,  often feeding and clothing the poor and assisting her relatives which earned her the title of Al-Tahira, (The Pure One).   In the fifteenth year of their marriage, after Mohammad had received the first revelation of the Qu’ran from Gabriel, he turned to Kadija for support and she consoled him, confirming to him that he was a prophet.[footnoteRef:1]   Muslim women have played diverse and significant roles in peacebuilding and  Islamic history offers numerous examples of the courage of those who have stood up to the commanders of invading armies, mediated conflicts, and reconciled opponents.[footnoteRef:2]   The first Muslim martyr, Sumayyah Bint Khayyat,  was an early convert to Islam who refused to recant her religion under torture and abuse.  She is remembered for her strength, courage and faith in a period when the Muslims were heavily persecuted. [footnoteRef:3]    [1:  Reem, ‘Important Figures: Khadijah bint Khuwaylid’,  Inside Islam: Dialogues and Debates, Challenging
  Misconceptions, Illuminating Dialogue. January 18th 2012. Unknown date. http://www.insideislam.wisc.edu 
  [Accessed: 18th February 2018].]  [2:  Kadayifci-Orellana, S. Ayse. ’Islam and Peacebuilding’. The Oxford Encyclopaedia of Islam and Women, 
  Oxford Islamic Studies Online. Unknown date.
  http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.u/article/opr/t355/e0137  
  [Accessed: 18th February 2018].]  [3:  Reem, ‘Important Figures: Sumayyah bint Khayyat’,  Inside Islam: Dialogues and Debates, Challenging
  Misconceptions, Illuminating Dialogue. January 18th 2012. http://www.insideislam.wisc.edu [Accessed: 18th
   February 2018].] 
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· Reflections of Post Colonialism 

Control, subjugation and exploitation, are the hallmarks of colonialism which continue to be reflected in Muslim-European-Christian relations in post-colonial twenty-first century.  The status of Muslim women, portrayed as being dominated by a patriarchal and oppressive religion, is a contested issue, fuelled by early feminist approaches depicting Muslim women as victims who needed to be saved.[footnoteRef:4]  This image has been re-enforced by western media, which portrays Muslim women as being both subjugated and dominated.  This has had a negative impact on Muslim women’s struggle for equal rights and it  threatens to diminish their  roles as active political, religious, cultural and social actors on the world stage.    [4:  Kadayifci-Orellana, S. Ayse. ’Islam and Peacebuilding’. The Oxford Encyclopaedia of Islam and Women, 
   Oxford Islamic Studies Online. Unknown date. 
   http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com.eproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/opr/t355/301 
  [Accessed: 18th February 2018].] 

Edward Said describes this legacy of colonialism and ‘Orientalism’, which ‘emerged out of the unchallenged centrality of a sovereign Western consciousness,’ [footnoteRef:5] associating Islam with ignorance and backwardness.  It infers that ‘in order to rescue women, the Muslim world must be modernised by reforming Islam or by secularising the Muslim world’. However, on the contrary,  many Muslim women, find Islamic values and traditions to be liberating and don’t consider Islamic teachings to be the source of discrimination and injustice against them. [footnoteRef:6]In her article ‘Feminist Transgressions in the Postcolonial Arab World’, Miriam Cooke documents how in the last twenty-five years, women from the Arab world have been writing themselves into visibility at a national and international level.  Cooke asserts that ‘postcoloniality’ has opened up terrains of experience previously closed to women as Arab women intellectuals have declared their right to go anywhere and to write about anything that concerns their well-being.[footnoteRef:7]     [5:   Said E. W.,  Orientalism: Western conceptions of the Orient, (London: Penguin, 2016), p. 2.]  [6:   Kadayifci-Orellana, S. Ayse. ’Islam and Peacebuilding’. The Oxford Encyclopaedia of Islam and Women, 
   Oxford Islamic Studies Online. Unknown date. 
   http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com.eproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/opr/t355/301 
   [Accessed: 18th February 2018].]  [7:   Cooke, M.  'Feminist Transgressions in the Postcolonial Arab World', Critique: Critical Middle
   Eastern Studies, 8 (1999), 93-105: [Online] https://doi.org/10.1080/10669929908720142. 
   [Accessed: 21st February 2018].] 
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Twenty-first Century Muslim women are becoming more vociferous, emerging not only at an academic level but also from the grass roots, as less well-educated women engage with social media and internet technology.  

The modern era has brought new challenges for the Muslim world,  and the perceived threat from globalization has led to reactionary attitudes from a patriarchal religious society towards western influences.[footnoteRef:8]  These reactions cannot be understood without considering the traumatizing and disempowering impact of colonization, and why western peacebuilding interventions, and attempts to encourage women's rights and empowerment, have been considered by conservative male leaders of Islamic society as western cultural encroachments that must be prevented. [footnoteRef:9]  This has disempowered Muslim women while others continue to be actively engaged in addressing issues of social injustice and equality as well as peacebuilding,  on a national and an international scale.  They have been challenged by the effects of a double-marginalisation resulting from both typecast ‘Orientalism’ and reactionary ‘Feminism’, however, they have discovered a new way of expressing their views which has given them strength and unity,  and provided them with a global platform through the use of  internet technology.   [8:   Kadayifci-Orellana, S. Ayse. ’Islam and Peacebuilding’. The Oxford Encyclopaedia of Islam and Women, 
    Oxford Islamic Studies Online. Unknown date. 
    http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com.eproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/opr/t355/301 
    [Accessed: 18th February 2018].]  [9:    Ibid.] 


· 21st Century Peacebuilding

On 31st October 200, The United Nations passed a landmark resolution (SCR1325), which reinforced the role of women as peacebuilders.  It was the first resolution on Women, Peace and Security.   This resolution reaffirmed the important role of women in the prevention and resolution of conflicts, peace negotiations, peace-building, humanitarian response and post-conflict reconstruction.  It stressed the importance of women’s equal and full participation as active agents in peace and security and emphasised the under-valued and under-utilized contributions women make to conflict prevention, conflict resolution and peacebuilding.  
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The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), facilitates monitoring of  United Nations Resolutions, with a particular focus on the Women, Peace and Security agenda. [footnoteRef:10]   [10:  http://www.peacewomen.org/. [Accessed: 12th February 2018]   ] 

· Sanam Naraghi Anderlini

[image: ]
Sanam Naraghi Anderlini, author of ‘Women Building Peace:  What they do, and why it matters’ (2007), was among the civil society drafters of this resolution and she also provides strategic guidance and training to key United Nations agencies, governments and NGOs worldwide.   She is the co-founder of the International Civil Society Action Network (ICAN) which has a network of women civil leaders in the Middle East and North Africa, promoting peace, rights and pluralism at the frontline of extremism and militarism.  

Anderlini is one of several well educated, strong Muslim women peacebuilders who are setting an example not only for ordinary Muslim women, but for all women of all faiths.  She has been a leading international advocate, researcher, trainer and writer on conflict prevention and peace-building and she asserts :-  “I think the challenge that we have as an international community is that we have to determine what it is that we stand for… we can’t just be against something, you have to be for something”.[footnoteRef:11]  Anderlini is also co-founder of the award-winning digital magazine ‘Sister-hood’, launched in May 2016, which spotlights the diverse voices of women of Muslim heritage providing a platform for them  ‘to speak for themselves, rather than being spoken for or spoken about’.  It ‘challenges stereotypes and promotes the fearless, progressive, creative voices of Muslim women’ as it disrupts dominant narratives and the stereotypes around them.[footnoteRef:12]    [11:  http://oneearthfuture.org/videos/countering-extremism-through-narrative-sanam-naraghi-anderlini 
    [Accessed: 23rd February 2018].]  [12:   http://sister-hood.com/author/sanam-naraghi-anderlini/ [Accessed: 23rd February 2018].] 
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· Deeyha Khan
[image: ]

Deeyha Khan, a Norwegian filmmaker born to a Pakistani Punjabi father and Afghan Pashtun mother, is the co-founder of ‘Sister-hood’.  She is an Emmy and Peabody award-winning documentary film director and founder of ‘Fuuse’, a media and arts company that ‘puts women, people from minorities, and third-culture kids at the heart of telling their own stories’.[footnoteRef:13]    Khan describes the role of her company, ‘Fuuse’ as:- [13:   http://deeyah.com/about-deeyah/ [Accessed: 23rd February 2018].] 

“seeking ‘to bring voices and stories from the margins of the mainstream media into the heart of public discourse. Only through creating more inclusive dialogue across, and within, cultures and communities can we hope to foster understanding. Only through fearlessly confronting complex, controversial topics can we hope to challenge prejudice. That is my passion and this is Fuuse’s purpose.” – (Deeyah Khan, 2016).[footnoteRef:14] [14:   Ibid.] 


Khan was the first UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for artistic freedom and creativity and has received the Ossietzky prize, the University of Oslo’s Human Rights Award and the Peer Gynt Prize from the Parliament of Norway for her work in supporting freedom of expression, human rights and peace.  

Her documentary ‘Jihad: A British Story’, was nominated for a Bafta and in a Times article dated 4th April 2016 it is described as containing interviews with former recruiters and radicalisers of young people for the battlefields of Afghanistan, Iraq, Kashmir, Burma, Bosnia and Chechnya who now deeply regret their actions.  
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Her film explodes the macho charade of jihadists and reveals a different narrative: that often they are simply pathetic, inadequate, lost young men, often sexually frustrated, who are torn between two cultures — their parents’ and that of their Western friends — and want something to remedy their feelings of emasculation. [footnoteRef:15] [15:  Carol Midgley, ‘What are the Isis brides running from?’
    The Times, 4th April, 2016. http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/what-are-the-isis-brides-running-from- 
    95tt6d9rm [Accessed: 23rd February 2018].] 

"To say Deeyah Khan is an inspiration is an understatement. She is one of the bravest, most indomitable women I've met, facing down bullies and extremists with intelligence and unflinching spirit. Her documentaries show all these qualities in action as does her ceaseless passion for giving the voiceless a chance to be heard”. – (Carol Midgley, The Times Newspaper, 2016).[footnoteRef:16] [16:   Ibid.] 


Writers for ‘Sister-hood’ include women on the forefront of peacebuilding  :-
· Simar Samar
[image: ]

Simar Samar is a renowned advocate of human and women's rights who was appointed as the inaugural chair of the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission in June 2002. Prior to which she was elected as the vice chair of the ‘Emergency Loya Jirga’ and she also served as the deputy chair and Minister of Women's Affairs in the post-Taliban Interim Administration of Afghanistan IAA.  She served as the UN's Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan between 2005 and 2009 and has participated in many international forums on human rights, democracy and transitional justice. Her contributions to the same have been widely recognized and she is the recipient of several prestigious awards.
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· Elham Manea

[image: ]

Dr Elham Manea has dual nationality (Yemeni and Swiss) and is an academic, a writer and a human rights defender.  She has participated in high profile human rights cases in the Middle East and North Africa.  In 2010 the Swiss Federal Council appointed her as a member of the Federal Commission for Womens’ Affairs.  Her latest publication is ‘Women and Shari’a Law:  The Impact of Legal Pluralism in the UK’ which deals with the Shari’a councils and its effects on women in the UK.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  http://www.elham-manea.com] 


· Shirin Ebadi, J.D.

[image: ]

Shirin Ebadi, J.D., was awarded the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts to promote human rights, in particular, the rights of women, children, and political prisoners in Iran. She was the first Muslim woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, and only the fifth Muslim to receive a Nobel Prize in any field.  Dr. Ebadi was one of the first female judges in Iran and served as president of the city court of Tehran from 1975 to 1979 and was the first Iranian woman to achieve Chief Justice status. 
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Along with other women judges, she was dismissed after the Islamic Revolution in February 1979 and was made a clerk in the court she had once presided over.  After obtaining her lawyer’s license in 1992, she set up private practice as a lawyer and has defended many political dissidents, as a result she has been arrested numerous times. [footnoteRef:18]  In addition to being an internationally-recognized advocate of human rights, she has established many non-governmental organizations in Iran, including the Million Signatures Campaign, demanding an end to legal discrimination against women in Iranian law. Dr. Ebadi is a university professor and often students from outside Iran take part in her human rights training courses.  She asserts :- "Human rights is a universal standard. It is a component of every religion and every civilization."[footnoteRef:19] [18:  Nobel Womens’ Initiative.  https://nobelwomensinitiative.org/laureate/shirin-ebadi/, [Accessed: 23rd
     February 2018].]  [19:  Ibid.] 


Media has become ever more powerful through the development of internet technology and through this medium, women are unifying in the globalised society which has emerged.  This new found freedom of expression through the written word, has influenced politics and policies and given a voice to the marginalised, as Muslim women are taking matters into their own hands and expressing their views as never before.  This freedom of expression is exemplified by Yemeni and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Tawakkol Karman.

· Tawakkol Karman 
[image: ]     [image: ]
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A journalist and human rights activist, Tawakkol Karman responded to the political instability and human rights abuses in Yemen by mobilizing others and reporting on injustices. In 2005, she founded the organization Women Journalists Without Chains, (WJWC) which advocates for rights and freedoms and provides media skills to journalists. In addition, the organization produces regular reports on human rights abuses in Yemen, documenting more than fifty cases of attacks and unfair sentences against newspapers and writers to date. [footnoteRef:20] [20:    Nobel Womens’ Initiative.  https://nobelwomensinitiative.org/laureate/tawakkol-karman/ [Accessed: 24th 
      February 2018].] 


She is known as ‘mother of the revolution’ and ‘the iron woman’ and is a human rights activist, journalist, politician, and senior member of the Al-Islah political party and has been imprisoned for her pro-democracy, pro-human rights protests.  In 2007, she  began organizing weekly protests in Yemen’s capitol, targeting systemic government repression and calling for inquiries into corruption and other forms of social and legal injustice.  Her weekly protests continued until 2011, when she redirected protesters to support the Arab Spring and she brought Yemen’s revolution to New York speaking directly with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon and organizing rallies at the UN headquarters.  

In 2011, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of her work in non-violent struggle for the safety of women and for women’s rights to full participation in peacebuilding work in Yemen. Upon being awarded the prize, she became the first Yemeni, the first Arab woman, and the second Muslim woman to win a Nobel Peace Prize, as well as the youngest Nobel Peace Laureate at the time, at the age of thirty-two.  [footnoteRef:21] [21:    Ibid.] 
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Women Against Radicalisation
· Mossarat Qadeem

[image: ]

Mossarat Qadeem works directly with mothers of radicalized youths, using her skills as a communicator and her detailed knowledge of the Quran, she rescues young men—including potential suicide bombers—who are being exploited by extremists. She ensures they are de-radicalized, receive job training and education and helps them with the difficult process of reintegrating into their communities.  
Ms. Qadeem is co-founder of PAIMAN Alumni Trust, a non-profit group promoting sociopolitical and economic empowerment of marginalized Pakistanis. From the platform of her organization, PAIMAN she has been able to de-radicalize, rehabilitate and reintegrate over a thousand youths and prevented thousands more from becoming extremists.  She established the country’s first centre for conflict transformation and peacebuilding, which has helped thousands of young people and women across the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and Khyber Pukhtunkwa province to prevent and resolve conflict. [footnoteRef:22] [22:   http://global-peacebuilders.org/peacebuilders-2/mossarat-quadeem [Accessed: 25th February 2018].] 

She development PAIMAN's Mothers and Youth Peace Groups (TOLANA) an innovative way of community mobilization for resolving conflicts and building social cohesion, a model which has received international recognition and appreciation. She is an internationally known expert on  counter-extremism and de-radicalization and has contributed to the policy framework development of UNDTEC New York.   She now works across South Asia on women, peace and security, and has developed her own training materials on these themes. She helped expand Amn-O-Nisa, coalition of women leaders of Pakistan, Afghanistan and India, binding women peace activists to raise their voices for a peaceful region. [footnoteRef:23] [23:   Ibid.] 
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· Fatima Kadhim al-Bahadly 

[image: ]

Fatima Kadhim al-Bahadly is an activist in southern Iraq who feared for the lives of her three sons when the Islamic State captured Mosul in the north of her country and Ayatollah Ali Sistani called for citizens to take up arms.  After hearing that a training centre had been set up to train young men for battle she decided to seek an alternative to engage them in more constructive ways to steer them away from radicalisation.  She raised five hundred dollars towards food and supplies and connected with over five hundred youths on social media finding community tasks for them, cleaning hospitals and schools. [footnoteRef:24] [24:   Olive Branch Blog, United States Institute for Peace, http://www.usip.org/blog/2015/02/countering-
     extremist-violence-local-activists-are-already-doing-job [Accessed: 25th February 2018].] 


Susan Hayward, Interim Director of Religion and Peacebuilding at the United States Institute of Peace, describes this initiative as an organic method of countering radicalization and the recruitment of young men to militant groups and an example of “work being done on the 
front lines of some of the most extreme violence that we are seeing”. She describes Fatima Kadhim al-Bahadly’s actions as, “she knew what the problems were and how to address them… and she didn’t need outside experts telling her what to do or how to do it”. Al-Bahadly’s project educates young men to realise that ‘Jihad is not necessarily about violence or carrying weapons.’ [footnoteRef:25] [25:   Ibid.] 
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· An Arab Spring for Muslim Women?
Courtney Radsch and Sahar Khamis have undertaken a qualitative study which sheds light on how young Arab women have used cyberactivism to participate in the wave of political and social transformations widely known as the Arab Spring.  They argue that these activists leveraged social media to enact new forms of leadership, agency, and empowerment, since these online platforms enabled them to express themselves freely and their voices to be heard by the rest of the world, particularly the global media. This resulted in a multidimensional personal, social, political, and communicative Their study is based on in-depth, personal interviews with more than twenty young Arab women citizen journalists, bloggers, and activists from Arab countries that witnessed political upheaval.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Radsch C. C. and Sahar K., ‘In their own voice: Technologically mediated empowerment and
    transformation among young Arab women.’ Feminist Media Studies 13.5 (2013): 881-890.] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Sanam Naraghi Anderlini  uncovers the role of ordinary women in peacebuilding in her book Women building peace: What they do, why it matters (2007). [footnoteRef:27]  She highlights that  there is no single ideology or motivation that defines this growing sector of ‘peace women’  Many are intellectuals or academics rooted firmly in antimilitarist feminism, while others are emerging from armed forces, motivated by a desire for equality, justice, and an end to discrimination.  Her digital magazine ‘Sister-hood’, also provides a platform for women who are active at the grassroots, who find themselves caught in extraordinary times and take action to bring normalcy back to their lives.  These women are driven by the harsh realities of their own existence and are enabled by the emergence of advanced internet technology and the globalised society in which we live. [27:  Anderlini, Sanam Naraghi Women building peace: What they do, why it matters. (Boulder CO: Lynne Rienner
    Publishers, 2007), pp, 8-9. ] 
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