Define Evidence- Based Policing:- Provide a comprehensive definition of evidence-based policing and explain its key principles. Highlight how the evidence-based approaches differ from traditional policing methods.

Evidence-based policing is defined as employing research to assist police decision-making, according to Spooner E, Craig H, Jones P, et al. (2022). rather than just gathering information to formulate concepts and guidelines regarding how things should operate. Integrating the knowledge into daily activities is the key. Using evidence-based policing guarantees that your decisions and actions are well-founded; that is, you are not acting haphazardly but rather are utilising the available data to inform your actions and behaviours. 

[bookmark: _Int_ZE4O44T2][bookmark: _Int_k0XGDji0]As stated by College of Policing (2013) One of the most used models used within evidence -based policing is the National Decision Model also known as ‘NDM’. This model has six key elements, and we remember this through (CIAPOAR) Each of the letters in these stands for an element, C stands for the code of ethics which is “a national code of practice, which defines core policing values and the standards of behaviour for everyone who works in policing” as stated by Devon & Cornwall Police (2023), I stands for intelligence and information gathering. The letter A represents assessment used to identify risks and threats and create strategies, P is for police and powers, and O stands for options to take action and review what happened. Then lastly A and R, stands for take action and review what happened. The SARA model is another example of evidence-based policing, according to College of Policing (2022). It has four stages total, with a different stage for each letter. The first stage of the SARA model is S, or scanning, which would be to identify and prioritise potential crimes. The letter "A" stands for analysis, which is the process of analysing possible issues by obtaining data and intelligence in order to pinpoint their root causes. The letter R stands for Response, which denotes the creation of initiatives to deal with the root causes of issues. identified during the analysis stage, and finally, A for assessment, which denotes measuring the effect of the problem-solving activities to see if they had the desired effect and, if not, making necessary adjustments. The SARA procedure follows a discernible order. Good problem-solving, however, is frequently nonlinear in practice. Redefining the issue and going back to scanning might result from analysis. Changes to the responses might be necessary, resulting in more research. Evaluations might show that a problem still exists and that a fresh start is necessary. According to Pepper I, Rogers C, and Martin H (2020), the ATLAS model comparable to the SARA model in that each letter has its own stage—is another model utilised in evidence-based policing. The a in ATLAS stands for asking inquiries that interrogate current practices, T stands for testing and critically evaluating new and existing research; L stands for learning from new and existing approaches while taking workplace practises into consideration; A stands for adapting practises and policies using the best available evidence; and S stands for communicating the results throughout the service.

[bookmark: _Int_y1xc9Io4][bookmark: _Int_Gx5BjeN1]According to Sage publications (2022) During the reform era, the police used a model of policing known as the traditional model of policing. In this model, the emphasis was on crime control through law enforcement and high police visibility. The work conducted was predominantly reactive in nature. Most officers who followed this traditional model of policing spent their time on high-profile cases. This model involved the police moving from call to call, while usually not attending to calls associated with social disorders and other issues affecting the quality of life of residents. The traditional model of policing measures an officer's success through statistics such as the number of arrests made and how fast the officer responds to a call. Arguments can be made that this model of policing is still used by the police today in America. an example of this would be through annual reports created by the police agencies that contain data based on the traditional policing model. It could also be said that a characteristic of the traditional policing model would be that the policing does not contain a co-operative effort between the police officers and residents. According to The .U.S. Department Of Justice (2010) there are 2 models within the police that supplement aspects of traditional policing those being ‘COP’ and ‘POP'. According to College of policing (2017) Problem-Orientated Policing also known as ‘POP’ it is said that Rather than being an intervention in and of itself, POP is a method for creating focused interventions. Therefore, any issue involving crime and disorder can be addressed using a POP strategy. When combined with the other interventions in the crime reduction toolkit, it should not be seen as a replacement for them. Furthermore, POP is said to be comprehensible within the framework of the SARA. We see here how traditional, and Evidence based policing approaches may come together within the police. As stated by College Of Policing (2017) Through research evidence has shown that the ‘POP’ model has reduced the level of general offending. It was discovered that, when compared to business as usual policing, no intervention, or an alternative intervention, POP had a minor but statistically significant impact on crime and disorder. A statistically significant increase in victimisation was observed in one primary study. On the other hand, significant implementation challenges with the intervention were reported. An approach that has been recommended as a more appropriate effect size measure for place-based studies was also used in the review to analyse the data. According to this analysis, POP reduced crime and disturbance by 33.8%. According to the review, a significant factor in POP's impact on crime is the use of the SARA model or a comparable strategy.  According to Jr J, Moore R, Hayes L Et al (1997) Community policing (COP) seeks to identify the underlying causes of crime and then organises efforts to remedy those causes, in contrast to traditional policing, which primarily consists of responding to service requests after crimes have been committed. Typically, these projects require the assistance of communities, police enforcement, and other public and nonprofit. Traditional policing is impersonal and reactive and through using the adapted COP it will give way to a more proactive and humane approach that is focused on the community, thereby changing the dynamic between law enforcement and the public. This new policing strategy cannot advance without enough hiring and training.
As we can see, there are a few similarities among Evidence-Based Policing and Traditional Policing. This is demonstrated by the College of Policing (2017), which noted that the SARA model under Evidence-Based Policing and the Pop Strategy have similarities. But what are the key differences between the two? As stated by Matrix Demonstration Project Team, Center for Evidence-Based Crime Policy, George Mason University (2016) For instance, there is no evidence to support the claims that many of the conventional investigative techniques that police have employed for years have improved clearance rates or decreased crime. Furthermore, organisational cultures and systems exist that support less successful but nonetheless deeply embedded policing techniques and styles. According to these, responding to 911 calls and making reactive arrests are the main responsibilities of police officers. Even though it is now clear that these two actions may not be sufficient to stop, prevent, or manage crime, these procedures are established in policing and are challenging to change, According to Sage Publications (2022), this indicates that traditional policing has not improved and will not improve, meaning its shortcomings will never be addressed. It is also a stressful style of policing. As stated by the College of Policing (2023), one can assess the effectiveness of a policing intervention by examining the possible consequences of a change in policing, testing the impact of a new initiative in a particular context, or describing the nature, extent, and potential causes of a problem. This will lead to greater transparency, legitimacy, and accountability in professional practice, ultimately strengthening police–public relationships and enhancing the democratic policing model. EBP clearly allows for outside reviews of decision making as stated by Rogers C, Ian P and Martin H (2020). As a result, the traditional method's lack of advancement prevents them from achieving this.
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