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WORKSHOP:	Biological Intelligence and Buildings


Nature has created habitats for communities of individuals for millennia; for example, bees, ants, crustaceans etc. Many of these habitats will be underground while others such as wasps’ nests are fully enclosed. Habitats provide its users with appropriate environmental conditions that satisfy their needs and in many instances, their future generation’s needs. Such desires have been obtained without windows, or even doors that can be opened and closed, more significantly, without the need for energy to power heating, lighting or even air-conditioning!

1.	Put forward ideas that explain the success of natural environments such as those highlighted above.


	
2.	Drawing inspiration from a range of biological examples, analyse, for example, the opening window in a standard office environment.



3.	Consider the concept of intelligence as applied to buildings; would you consider building design in terms of intelligence? If not, why not? If yes, what might inhibit you from being more adventurous? 

		Not aware of technological possibilities
		Unclear regarding any potential benefits of ‘intelligent’ buildings
		Challenges with procurement
		Attempts at changing the way clients may think
		Other members of the building team not persuaded



4.	Using appropriate examples, prepare an evaluation of how current building design might benefit from capturing good practice from nature.



5.	Having considered and analysed the entire above, offer a clear, practical definition of intelligent building.	
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