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[bookmark: _30j0zll]Introduction
The essay will be focusing on exploring and evaluating the use of body-worn cameras that are used to increase the accuracy of evidence-based policing. The core ideas of evidence planning will be focused on initially. This will be followed by criminology theories and the use it has within evidence-based planning. A critical assessment of the use of body-worn cameras during the evidence-based policing process will also be given. The essay will lastly address the accuracy of evidence in regard to the crime topic of anti-social behaviour. 


[bookmark: _9yimv3tk5j1n]Main Body
[bookmark: _1fob9te]Define and discuss the core ideas of evidence-based policing.
The evidence-based policing heavily depends on the three core ideas of targeting, testing, and tracking. In order to find the source of the crime and gather sufficient evidence to address the policies that have been set for it, these three ideas offer the right platform for the research being made to find the accuracy of evidence-based policing (Nguyen et al., 2020). Targeting being the first idea shows the selection of the most predictable concentrations of crime and violence within the UK. This idea shows the value that selecting a particular crime can be from a wide range of crimes along with predicting human behaviour by narrowing it down from a large sample to a smaller section of people (Papadimitrakopoulos, 2019).
The second core idea is evaluating the capabilities of the police practices that are successful in addressing crime by reducing its harm within society. The third idea is tracking the success that these practices are having towards addressing the crime. The areas that are positive and negative after the implementation of the core ideas are sorted out to decide the right evidence-based policing which will work towards reducing the crime rate within the UK (Todak, 2019). The 3 Ts are considered the base foundation for the research on all aspects of policing within the UK. The presence of these core ideas offers the right support to evidence-based policing that ensures that the police forces are reducing the crime rate and not wasting money by taking unnecessary measures (‌Bromberg et al., 2020).
[bookmark: _3znysh7]Explore the criminological theories which underpin its use.
There are two main theories that can highlight the concept of criminology and the use that body-worn cameras can have towards addressing the issues within the evidence-based policy.
The deterrence theory is based on increasing the accuracy of the police forces getting caught and punished for wrongdoing while dealing with different crimes and receiving proper punishment. It is very essential for the police forces to understand the consequences that they might face after getting caught from the footage recorded within the body-worn cameras (McCluskey and Uchida, 2023). This theory shows that the fear of getting caught increases the number of fair methods that the police forces use to address the crimes that they are supposed to focus on. According to the deterrence theory, it can be understood that the camera serves as a credible threat for the police forces to understand the negative behaviours among the officers (White, 2014). This theory can be implemented within the context of the evidence-based policing process within the UK to analyse the different situations where crime is not dealt with effectively. 
The perceived social surveillance theory is based on the understanding that the civilians are aware of the situation where the police forces and the civilians are monitored through the body-worn cameras, and this reduces the risk of any negative behaviours within the society. The increase of aggressive behaviour within the police forces and the civilians decreased significantly due to the presence of constant social surveillance that they are in (National Institute of Justice, 2020). The theory focuses on highlighting the fact that cooperation with law enforcement officers during an event of a crime will increase significantly with the use of body-worn cameras. The theory even enhances the understanding of the changing behaviour pattern within the civilians when they get to know about the presence of body-worn cameras.
[bookmark: _2et92p0]Explain body-worn video cameras and the purpose of their use in evidence-based policing.
[bookmark: _tyjcwt]The use of body-worn video cameras has increased significantly within the crime-based content by the police forces in order to make sure that there is sufficient evidence for the events and activities that are getting conducted within the UK. The body-worn cameras are connected to a live feed within the police centres which are assembled to constantly motor the routes that the police forces are taking and the regular engagement that they are having with the civilians during the process (‌Huck, 2022). This increases the accuracy of the evidence that can be collected to address different crimes that are happening within the UK. One example is where the body-worn camera was used during a police search when they raided the house of 62-year-old Millard Scott in order to search for a potential criminal who was on the run (Wilson et al., 2022).
[bookmark: _veq9xi4p2vwy]During this event, the body cameras recorded the event where Millard was incapacitated at the bottom of his staircase after being shot with a laser gun by the police for not cooperating with the search. Upon further investigations, the police had sufficient evidence of a potential criminal who might have been hiding within their basement. Also, the police had worked according to the protocols which ensured that not much action was taken against them. This was possible with the use of body cameras recording the whole event (‌Huck, 2022). The situation could have been different if there was no body-worn camera, and the police officers could have been blamed for using physical force on a resident against whom they did not have an arrest warrant. The situation was shared by Wretch-32 who is a British rapper. 
[bookmark: _3t28t6ocacxy]The video was shot using the Axon body cameras operated by the Met which had a technology to improve policing and hold the police accountable for their actions. The scenario that Millard has faced is a perfect example of evidence that the promise and failure of body-worn cameras has. If the body worn camera was not present then the police could have been held accountable for certain events which were conducted according to the law (Christodoulou et al., 2019). At the same time the presence of the camera offered justice to the police officer in being able to explain the situation better to the policy maker and the court when a case was filed against the officers.
[bookmark: _gmztijbfoomj]Due to scenarios like this, there are over 26,500 cameras that are being used by the Metropolitan Police of the UK to deal with similar situations like this. The government also has been successful in putting cameras on the uniforms of 80% of the 33,000 serving police officers in London (Saulnier et al., 2020). The Mayor of London Sadiq Khan has also increased the superiority towards the body-worn camera case and Home Secretary Priti Patel has taken the initiatives that could assist in the use of body-worn cameras within the UK.
[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Discuss the strengths, weaknesses, and ethical limitations of body-worn cameras. 
The body-worn cameras are a small tool that is used by the police forces within the UK allowing them to focus on collecting different evidence that could support the crimes happening within the nation. The following are certain areas of strength that can be identified with the use of body-worn cameras. Body-worn cameras enhance accountability and transparency to a certain extent which increases the accuracy of the policing process with sufficient objective records of interactions between the police force and the people that are aligned with the crime. It can significantly work towards addressing any sort of complaints against police officers or false accusations being put against civilians (Wcctv.com, 2023). Public confidence in local and national policing also increases significantly. Another area of strength can be the de-escalation of anti-social behaviour which ensures better safety of the officers that are assigned with the duty of controlling crime.
There are certain weaknesses in the use of body-worn cameras as well. The BWCs can be expensive and might increase the overall investment that the government has to make within the police force of the UK. There are certain privacy concerns as well which might affect both the police officers and the civilians (Nassauer and Legewie, 2022). The cameras might have certain technical glitches and they may malfunction at a point in time which can be a negative factor for the accuracy of evidence-based policing.
There are certain ethical limitations to body-worn cameras being used by the police forces within the UK. There is not enough consent being taken from the civilians who are being recorded during an event despite not being guilty of any crime. The panel that deals with evidence-based policing needs to implement the data protection act of 2018 which ensures the protection of the footage from getting into the hands of any third parties (Harris, 2020). There can be certain situations in the way the videos are recorded or corroborated considering the decisions being taken with a certain bias. 
[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]Evaluate the use of their evidence in regard to a crime topic (anti-social behaviour) 
The use of the evidence that is being collected through the body-worn cameras can be successfully understood through the concept of anti-social behaviour. It has been seen that the use of body-worn cameras has been successful in improving the behaviour patterns of the citizens within the UK. The citizens are expected to be more compliant and respectful towards the police force officials when they are aware of the fact that their actions are being recorded through body-worn cameras (Miranda, 2022). There is certain evidence that the police force of the UK has been successful in focusing on certain anti-social behaviour-based hotspots within the UK. One major strength that the civilians have is the confidence in local and national policing that will be based on the recorded footage that the body-worn cameras are recording during the event of a crime (Henne et al., 2022). 
One major weakness that can be identified for the body-worn cameras while addressing the anti-social behaviour among civilians within the UK is the technical glitches within the cameras. These technical glitches might not record valuable footage of the actions that civilians with antisocial behaviour are having (Miranda, 2022). The police force of the UK is currently working under the Antisocial Behaviour Act 2003 and Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 to ensure that any anti-social behaviour which may affect others around them through events of harassment, alarm or distress to a person’s self-interest needs to be identified (Roycroft, 2021). Being successful in this event will enhance the precautionary measures that are taken by the police force of the UK against different crimes. 
However, in order to do so the first area that the police force needs to focus on is the evidence that they can gather related to the behaviour patterns that they are monitoring (White and Malm, 2020). The body worn cameras have been a perfect implementation within British policing where they can track and monitor different anti-social behaviour in the streets which can lead to crimes in the near future. The videos that are recorded are assessed and analysed depending upon the accuracy that the judgement of the police officers can have. 


[bookmark: _4d34og8]Conclusion
The essay can be concluded with the fact that the body-worn cameras have been effective in supporting the police forces across different evidence in supporting the policies that are drawn for different crimes. The body-worn cameras enhance the physical evidence that can be used both against the criminal or the police forces depending upon the actions taken by both. The use of body-worn cameras also assists in evidence-based policing because it monitors the action of the police force and offers the right judgement which can be viewed by the policy makers or the decision makers of the law. The essay enhanced the range of examples or evidence which clearly shows the importance that the body worn cameras have become for the police officers working within the UK.
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