Production Design: 
Lecture 1 – From early German cinema to the Italian Western (1920-1966)
This lecture will examine production design as a total concept embracing set design, title design, cinematography, music, hair and make-up, and wardrobe. It focuses upon the interaction between these elements through the collaboration between personnel such as the director, production designer, art director, and cinematographer. It examines production design in various historical/cultural contexts from early German cinema, via the work of the British director Alfred Hitchcock, to the Italian western of the 1960s. 

1. Introduction to production design
2. The Cabinet of Dr Caligari (Wiene, 1920)/Metropolis (Lang, 1927)
3. North by Northwest (Hitchcock, 1959): The Title Sequence
4. The Italian Western: Sergio Leone’s ‘Dollars Trilogy’: Designing for Genre

 


















Introduction to production design
‘Who’s Who in the Movie Credits’ (from 17:40 ‘The Art Department’ and 22:37 ‘Postproduction’): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CutWL8Al61E
The Shining (Kubrick, 1980): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJ_uIhLQ0Vw

The Cabinet of Dr Caligari/Das Kabinett des Dr Caligari (Wiene, 1920)
Watch the film on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IP0KB2XC29o
Title sequence: https://www.artofthetitle.com/title/the-cabinet-of-dr-caligari/
Designers: Hermann Warm, Walter Röhrig, Walter Reimann

Hermann Warm: Art Director.  Read more: http://www.filmreference.com/Writers-and-Production-Artists-Vi-Win/Warm-Hermann.html#ixzz6ZoBOHqnV
Walter Röhrig: Art Director.  Read more: http://www.filmreference.com/Writers-and-Production-Artists-Po-Ro/R-hrig-Walter.html#ixzz6ZoCFaTHy

Key points: 

· Links with German Expressionist painting: the angular and distorted scenery with striking tonal contrast; typography in the title sequence and in the intertitles
· Links with German Expressionist theatre e.g. Werner Krauss (Caligari) and Conrad Veidt (Cesare) were German Expressionist actors; the painted scenery in the German Expressionist style, as used in Max Reinhardt’s theatrical productions; 
· Early cinematic techniques, e.g. visual effects: the ‘iris in’ and iris out’ (aufblenden and ausblenden); the static camera (no camera movement, e.g. tracking, panning, zooming); no depth of field

Metropolis (Lang, 1927)
Watch the film on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvtWDIZtrAE
Title sequence: https://www.artofthetitle.com/title/metropolis/
The Schüfftan process: https://imgur.com/r/silentmoviegifs/pYCEv

Key points: 

· Visual effects, e.g. The Schüfftan process (named after its inventor Eugen Schüfftan) 
· Cinematography, including establish shots, shot-reverse-shot, tracking shots
· Links with Art Deco, e.g. set design, typography
· Links with German Expressionism, e.g. choreography, acting style

North by Northwest (Hitchcock, 1959): The Title Sequence
Title sequence: https://www.artofthetitle.com/title/north-by-northwest/
Watch the Crop Duster sequence: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IP0KB2XC29o
Title design: Saul Bass; Music: Bernard Herrmann; Screenwriter: Ernest Lehman

Alfred Hitchcock: Read more: http://www.filmreference.com/Directors-Ha-Ji/Hitchcock-Alfred.html#ixzz6Zou6seus
Saul Bass: Read more: http://www.filmreference.com/Writers-and-Production-Artists-Ba-Bo/Bass-Saul.html#ixzz6ZoW1DoX8
Bernard Herrmann: Read more: http://www.filmreference.com/film/58/Bernard-Herrmann.html#ixzz6ZoWNqaUe

Key points: 

· Titles, e.g. colour, music, cinematography, font, integration with first scene
· Visual effects, e.g. the composite or matte shot 
· Cinematography, including establish shots, shot-reverse-shot, tracking shots
· Designing for outdoor locations
· Costume/wardrobe, hair, make-up
· Ernest Lehman’s influence on the crop duster scene (see, W. Goldman (2001), More Adventures in the Skin Trade, London: Bloomsbury, pp.72-76)

[bookmark: _Hlk52795397]The Italian Western: Sergio Leone’s ‘Dollars Trilogy’: Designing for Genre
For a Few Dollars More (1965) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k7Awv1n438I

Director: Sergio Leone; Music: Ennio Morricone; Titles: Iginio Lardani
Iginio Lardani: https://www.artofthetitle.com/feature/a-fistful-of-titles-the-westerns-of-iginio/


Sergio Leone: Read more: http://www.filmreference.com/Directors-Ku-Lu/Leone-Sergio.html#ixzz6ZothmpR5

Key points: 

· Designing for genre, e.g. interior of bar in For a Few Dollars More
· Cinematography: reference to American western; highly stylised ‘parody’
· Sound design, e.g. Mortimer striking match (including use of Morricone’s music)
· International production with a cosmopolitan cast
· Links with Quentin Tarantino and contemporary cinema, and with postmodernism
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