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   Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on                                 
                Students Learning Experience


Introduction: 
This report is based on the impact of VLE on students learning experience. It will include a survey on VLE which will include multiple choice questions as well as closed end questions. Results will be shown on Pie-Charts and Bar Graphs, I will analyse the charts and graphs calculated by various characteristics and components from secondary sources. I will give a summary of the findings through this research; this will enable me to understand the views students have on VLE and how it impacts their overall learning.

Aims and Objectives:
This study aims to:
· To evaluate satisfaction with the use of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE).

· To understand better student’s views on VLE.

· To discover what impact VLE has on their learning experience.

· To find any specific areas of improvement on VLE.

The main objectives of this study are:
· A survey on ‘The Impact of VLE on student’s Learning Experience.
· A total of 40 students will be surveyed
· Analyse the primary data collected from the survey.
· Research on existing secondary data about VLE.
· Summarise the outcome of all data.

Review of Existing Literature and Secondary Data Analysis:
Secondary data is data that has already been collected by other researchers, most research can begin with secondary data analysis. If the outcome of the secondary data analysis is not enough for the researcher then they may conduct a primary data analysis, (Maund et al. 2017 p159). Secondary is cheaper and widely available to use than primary data. 
In 2012 a study was carried out looking into the benefits of Virtual Learning Environment. It was carried out by Michael Van Beek who is a director at Centre for Public Policy US, it showed that students found VLE helped them absorb in their studies more, also it highlighted the fact that tutors were able to have some free time from their teaching that they would have been using to do in class teaching. A few of the students that were failing English dropped by 19 per cent, social studies pass rate improved by nine per cent, 13 per cent less students were unsuccessful in passing science and the mathematics pass rate was better by 19 per cent. 
Students stated more encouraging learning experiences, and teachers agreed that using a VLE gave them extra time to help other students that were struggling. This is by using the time they would have usually spent preparing and training in class, (Virtual-College.co.uk 2012). 

[bookmark: _Hlk38633828]Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is a software system for distributing resources to students via the internet. These systems consist of assessment guidelines and task descriptions, student tracking, communication tools as well as a vast range of videos and documents for each module. It is intended to boost as well as support students learning capability by incorporating pcs and the web in the learning process, (Whatistechtarget.com 2020). VLEs can be used for remote learning or to enhance face to face class activities. It does not need to replace the physical classroom, VLE lets students  learn at their own speed and have the comfort of being able to access resources about their course at any given time. Virtual Learning specifically uses computer software, the web or even both to deliver instructions to students. This reduces the need for teachers and students to share classrooms, but it has its advantages as well as disadvantages. VLEs can help teaching staff alter their learning styles to the requirements and understanding styles of the learner. Realistic evidence indicates that the use of a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) has a significant impact on students’ knowledge, inspires independent learning and raises student’s enthusiasm to learn, (Jisc, 2020). The advantages of VLE are that you can access it from anywhere be it  on a smartphone, laptop or tablet, you can study at your own convenience and access the required material you need to complete your assessments. The disadvantage of VLE is that technology issues may occur which may permit you from accessing material (CIF Training.com 2018). Another disadvantage is VLE’s can be problematic for some students who have limited IT skills. Having said this, thorough research has shown that the pros outweigh the cons.

Moodle is form of VLE, it has many learning benefits, students use Moodle to submit their assignments, they can access course material for every week of the term they are studying as well has having the opportunity to look back at videos they have been shown during class. Moodle was developed in 2002 by a man named Martin Dougiamas. Its main purpose was to deliver lecturers/tutors with the technology to deliver online learning in personalised settings. It has become extremely popular, as it provides a flexible Virtual Learning Environment that is intended to help face to face tutoring with a wide variety of flexible tools, in addition to offering a place to upload material for courses.


Research Methodology:
Qualitative Research: Qualitative data is descriptive data is based on observations. It is data that uses words or images to describe something, it is not in numerical from it can be seen and logged. Qualitative data signifies the information that is categorized by some quality, criteria or characteristic (Statistics Made Easy 2020). Qualitative data is data in figures, also known as categorical data. Data that can be prepared categorically built on qualities and properties of a object or a phenomenon, (Surendran, 2020).

Quantitative Research: Quantitative data is identified as the value of data in the shape of calculations or figures where each dataset has a sole mathematical value linked with it. The data is any measurable information that can be used for numerical calculations as well as statistical, (Surendran, 2020).

I will be using Qualitative data and Quantitative research methods as I have conducted a survey on ‘The impact of VLE (Moodle) on students learning experience’. Studies show that by using Qualitative and Quantitative research methods I can enhance the evaluation by ensuring that the parameters of one type of data are balanced by the assets of another. This was emphasised by (Pasenen, 2013) that using both data will make sure that the insight is enhanced by combining different ways of understanding.  
Qualitative research includes, attaining information from students at University who use VLE as part of their studies/learning. This will allow me to understand better how students feel about VLE in particularly Moodle and their opinions on VLE.
Quantitative research will include statistical data on the results of my survey, this will be in bar graphs and pie charts.

Population: 
A research population is described as a well specified compilation of individuals or items identified to have related attributes, all individuals or items within a population usually have a joint, binding attribute or quality, (Explorable.com 2020). It is for the advantage of the population that a survey is carried out. 

Sample and Sample Size:
Sample size signifies the number of contributors incorporated in a research method. According to ‘Every respondent gets an equal chance of selection’ (Marketing Research and Analysis, 2017). It is specifically called a ‘sample’ because it only signifies part of the target population whose views you want to gather. The sample will in fact exemplify the population with a smaller number but sufficient components.

Primary Data Analysis:
[bookmark: _Hlk38374646]Primary data is data that has collected by yourself for your own research, particularly correlating to the aims and/or theory of the study. Examples of primary data are the findings of research carried out, answers from a questionnaire, first person accounts, telephone surveys and direct observation (PsychologyHub.co.uk n.d).Primary data may be costly and time consuming to use than secondary data, but it is more appropriate to use in research. 
I collected data by creating a survey on the Impact of VLE on students learning experience, this survey was my primary data collection tool for this research investigation.
I created a survey/questionnaire on the topic of ‘Impact of VLE on Student’s Learning Experience’ specifically Moodle. I created 10 questions using Likert scale questions, multiple-choice questions as well as closed end questions. I sent my link of my survey to most of my colleagues as well as few family and friends who attend university and called a few friends. In total I received 40 responses, I have analysed in depth a few questions I found interesting and important to discuss a bit closer, the full survey can be found in the appendix.

The first question I analysed was ‘What age bracket describes you?’ I have created a graph with these results below:



As you can see above there were 7 people between the age of 18-25, 10 people between the age of 25-35, 12 people between the age of 35-40 and 11 people age 40 and over. By analysing these results, I gathered information that most of the people at my university are around age 35-40 and over 40. There are not many people at the age range of 18-25 who are studying at this university.


‘Do you think Virtual Learning is Important for your Studies?’
87% of the respondents answered Yes Virtual Learning is important for their studies, 8% answered No it is not important for their studies, 0% answered Maybe and a further 5% answered that they are not sure if Virtual Learning is important for their studies. The results of this analysis are below.


[bookmark: _Hlk38382951][bookmark: _Hlk38383689]

‘Did you find access to VLE/Moodle easy or not?’
50% (20 People) answered that they found it very hard to access VLE/Moodle, a further 37% (15) answered that they found it easy and then 13% (5) answered that they felt that it was not very easy to access. The results are in the below Pie Chart.



‘The Material on the VLE is always up to date’
12 respondents strongly agreed that the material on the VLE they use was up to date, 3 respondents strongly disagreed to this question, however 15 people said they slightly agreed to this question and a further 10 people said they slightly disagree to this question.


‘Would you recommend VLE to your friends and family?’
Respondents had the option to answer yes, no, and maybe. They also had the option to state why they answered yes or no to this question. The results of this question are below. 


75% of the 40 people I surveyed answered Yes they would recommend  VLE/Moodle to their friends and family, a further 25% answered Maybe they would recommend Moodle to their friends and family and lastly 0% of the respondents answered No to this question. 








Conclusion:
It is clear in the survey I conducted as well as the findings in secondary data that the overall the impact of VLE on student’s learning experience is a positive impact. The research I conducted on ‘The impact of VLE on Student’s Learning experience, revealed that many respondents were adult learners who had access to VLE/Moodle for their studies. Out of the 40 people I asked 35 of them thought that VLE/Moodle was helpful for their studies, there were only 2 people that thought it was not helpful for their studies. Out of the 2 people that answered No, one of them stated that they did not find the information on Moodle easy to access. Most respondents found it hard to access VLE/Moodle this could be for many reasons; they may not have that much experience and knowledge in accessing software systems, they may prefer teaching that is fully faced to face. A staggering 87% of respondents stated that they thought VLE/Moodle was helpful for their studies. The majority that answered Yes they would recommend VLE/Moodle to their friends and family also gave their reasons why, most of the respondents stated that they thought VLE/Moodle was very effective to use and it has a positive effect on their learning experience, it has enhanced their learning experience. Secondary data already highlighted that students pass rates were increasing simply because they used VLE to help them study and get more information on their chosen module. However, there is room for improvement, 50% of respondents stated that they found it hard to access VLE/Moodle, this can be improved by having more clear instructions on how to access Moodle with videos and step by step guides. The results from my primary data analysis clearly show that students find VLEs helpful, there is a wide range of material available specifically made for each module. I find it helpful and I agree it does help me with my learning and I like having all the material I need for my assignments available to me whenever I need it.
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Which age bracket describes you?	18-25	25-35	35-40	40+	7	10	12	11	


Do you think Virtual Learning is important for your studies?


Yes	No	Maybe	Not sure	35	0	3	2	

Did you find access to VLE/Moodle easy or not?


Easy	Not Easy	Very Hard	15	5	20	

The Material on VLE is up to date?

Strongly Agree	Strongly Disagree	Slightly Agree	Slighty Disagree	Not Sure	Strongly Agree	Strongly Disagree	Slightly Agree	Slighty Disagree	Not Sure	12	3	15	10	0	



Would You Recommend Moodle/VLE to Your Friends/Family?


Yes	No	Maybe	30	0	10	
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Impact of Virtual Learning Experience Survey (Moodle)

1. Which age bracket describes you?

e 1825
e 2535
e 3540
o 40+

2. How do you access Moodle (VLE)?

« Laptop/Computer
« Smartphone
* lIpad/Tablet

3.How often do you access Moodle (VLE)?

o Everyday
* Several times a month
» Several times a week
o Never

4. The material on Moodle (VLE) is up to date?

Strongly Agree
Strongly Disagree
Slightly Agree
Slightly Disagree
Not sure

D
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5. How helpful do you find Moodle (VLE) for your studies?

Very Helpful
Somewhat Helpful
Not helpful
Neither

Not sure

6. Now looking back at when you first accessed Moodle (VLE), did you find it
easy to access or not?

* Yes, very easy
Easy

Not very easy
Very hard

Not sure

o

Do you think Virtual Learning is important for your studies?

Yes

No
Maybe
Not sure

o

Were you given a training session on how to use Moodle?

* Yes
* No

9. Onascale of 1 to 10, 1 being the lowest and 10 the highest how would you
rate Moodle?

10. Would you recommend Moodle (VLE) to your friends and family?

* Yes
* No
* Maybe




