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AIM(S) 
· to provide students with a systematic understanding of the content, context, cultural and historical importance of a selection of medieval prose texts relating to Wales
· to familiarise students with the key themes, theories and concepts that have been proposed in relation to these texts and encourage them to evaluate these ideas

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should: 
· demonstrate a detailed knowledge and appreciation of a selection of medieval prose texts relating to Wales;
· be able to critically analyse, interpret and evaluate specific examples of primary medieval sources and the hypotheses proposed about these texts in a range of secondary sources;
· be able transmit their understanding and knowledge of key aspects of these medieval texts in written coursework.
INDICATIVE CONTENT
This module analyses the history and culture of medieval Wales via a study of prose texts from different genres. Students are not expected to read Middle Welsh or Latin as the texts will be studied in translation.

Having summarized the development of Welsh literature from the early medieval period and outlined some of the key historical events throughout the Middle Ages, students will be introduced to the texts that will be studied during the module and the different periods and genres to be discussed. The module will familiarise students with some of the most important manuscripts written in the Welsh language and consider issues relating to their production, sponsorship, transmission and usage. Students will explore in detail the Four Branches of the Mabinogi and consider issues relating to dating these native prose tales, characterization, style, structure and literary motifs. The module will also consider the figure of Arthur in medieval Welsh literature and the concept of the mab darogan (the son of prophecy). The relationship between the Welsh and French Romances and the influence of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s History of the Kings of Britain on Arthurian tales will be discussed. Other concepts to be considered will be medieval chivalry and key medical ideas such as the four humours and a selection of medicinal recipes some of which are associated with the Physicians of Myddfai. Native medieval Welsh law texts and what they reveal about social status, the ruler and his court, murder, insult, marriage and divorce will also be studied. The importance of religious texts in medieval Wales and the traditions associated with a selection of Welsh saints (such as David, Teilo and Winefride) will also be considered and hagiography will be compared with secular historical writings such as the medieval Life of Gruffudd ap Cynan.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY
Distance Learning - Moodle Units will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices of the topics studied for the module. Case studies will be used to provide examples and will be used to develop further understanding of what has been learned. Alongside written material, Units will also include podcasts or vidcasts, links to relevant websites and e-resources, scanned chapters from books and journals (in accordance with copyright law) as well as suggestions for further reading. Each Unit will contain clear instructions about the order in which students should consult the material as well as offering reasons for the inclusion of each item of material. Unit information will be geared towards the student achieving the module learning outcomes.

Tutorials and webinars will be used in order to support discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned as well as enabling students to pursue their own questions. Module information will be supported by student forums and webinars to explore more fully the concepts, principles and practices of each topic, to explore aspects of the set reading for the Unit, or to enable clarification where confusion might have arisen. In addition, tutorial support is available through email, telephone or Skype conference with module tutors and the programme director.

Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s). Much of this is included in the material contained in each Unit, though further guidance is available from module tutors and programme directors through email, telephone and Skype conference.
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	
	

	Independent learning
	200
	100%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 100%

One essay 6,000 words

Exemplar: 
What light do the medical texts in the Red Book of Hergest shed on medieval medicine in Wales? Analyse the principal medical concepts and a selection of the medical recipes preserved in this manuscript.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%









EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	
	

	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

This module is designed in line with 2 of the 5 pedagogic approaches to sustainable development identified by UNESCO:
•             Critical and Creative thinking 
•             Systemic thinking

The module seeks to help the student develop the fundamental skills of research and visual inquiry. This forms part of the sustainable assessment/sustainable teaching agenda which sees the assessment process as developing skills that can be used beyond the end of the programme of study and also the skills the individuals need to know in terms of working, learning and thriving in a future which is as yet unknown. 
 
The module encourages students to take an interest in the unique cultural heritage of Wales and fosters an understanding of native myths and legends, such as the Mabinogion, as well as the historical development of communities within Wales (including religious and secular communities and how they regularly interacted). Manuscript transmission and preservation will also be addressed in the module and a number of key artefacts and sites, as well as Welsh ‘treasures’ will be highlighted and their cultural importance explained.






