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[bookmark: _Toc119542588]1. Executive Summary
The following report is a reflective account of the 22nd Commonwealth games that was held in Birmingham in the months of July and August. It was an 11-day event that saw people from across the world come together to celebrate Sports. The people outline the major highlights of the Birmingham Commonwealth games and showcase the impact they had on the economy of Britain. The report also highlights how the games contributed towards helping economic growth by creating jobs and Investments. It also justified how the infrastructural development could help Birmingham grow further as an important centre of the UK economy. It also provides examples of how the game contributes towards Youth Development. 
[bookmark: _Toc119542589]2. Introduction
The 22nd Commonwealth Games, which was held in July and August 2022, has been the largest multi-sporting event ever held in England in the past 10 years. Birmingham in England hosted the Commonwealth Games, which featured thousands of world-class athletes and close to 1.5 million spectators. The Commonwealth Games started with the raging bull in Alexander Stadium on opening night and ended with Ozzy Osbourne taking the stage on the final day. The games were considered to be one of the biggest Sporting events and were estimated to generate jobs and skill opportunities for the local population in England. In my opinion, the games boosted the English economy to manage the losses they suffered during the covid-19 pandemic.
[bookmark: _Toc119542590]3. Highlight of the Commonwealth Games in Birmingham
I believe the games give the people of England a reason to celebrate the spirit of sports and indulge in exciting events for the next month. The highlight of the Commonwealth Games in Birmingham was spread across several areas and it does not just include the sport that was being held in the stadium (Gov. uk, 2022). The games provide an opportunity to the English economy to be able to help create job opportunities and allow for the youth of the nation to be involved in the games.
In my opinion, one of the major factors that worked in favour of the games was that it was developed with a vision for every individual to engage in. The project stakeholders were committed to developing a program that would help include the community. Considering the theory of shared meanings, the stakeholders were successful in creating a strong social bond that inspired people to be a part of the games (Gov.uk, 2022). In my opinion, community engagement contributes towards positive community building, which was actively witnessed through participation by the locals through volunteering, managing the hotel space and providing food to the public at all times (Gov. uk, 2022). 
One of the most exciting aspects of the games was that they were scheduled in such a way that there was something new to watch and applaud the sportsman spirit each day. The entire game held 11 days of swimming and diving, followed by 8 days of cricket and gymnastics. It also included 7 days of athletics that, included the marathon. In fact, the 2022 Commonwealth Games in Birmingham was also where we saw the first appearance of women's cricket, basketball and even wheelchair basketball (Birmingham City, 2022). 
I believe one of the major objectives that was kept in mind while developing this year's Commonwealth Games was to ensure that it could act as a catalyst for change in the economy. At a time where sustainability measures are being undertaken by almost all areas across the industry, the Commonwealth showcased its commitment to society by being sustainable. It took into consideration and measured its carbon footprint and took an approach that was production first (O’Bierne, 2022). It focused on the key admission hotspots, which included managing public transport and ensuring that spectators favour the former rather than private vehicles. Such steps and show that carbon emissions could be Limited and sustainability could be maintained within the games. However, more importantly, I believe the games allowed England to showcase the countryside to a Global audience. In fact, the business and tourism program (BATP), along with the UK house, took this opportunity to boost the global reputation of Birmingham and the west midlands and showcase its promise. It took the opportunity to leverage the games as a way to showcase that Birmingham was a destination for tourists, trade and investment (Commonwealth Sport, 2022). Therefore, I believe that each of these factors played a strong role in highlighting the effectiveness of the Commonwealth games held in Birmingham at the beginning of the first half of 2020. 
[bookmark: _Toc119542591]4. Impact of the Commonwealth Games on the Locals
One of the most important aspects of the Commonwealth games, in my opinion, was that they brought forward people and the community and were able to showcase the culture and traditions of Birmingham. It helped support the local economy and house people from around the world, showing Birmingham's hospitality. It was also instrumental in helping the economy grow, especially after the issue of Brexit and the covid-19 pandemic.
[bookmark: _Toc119542592]4.1 Youth Empowerment
It was because of the Birmingham games that dedicated jobs and skills Academy took the opportunity to invest over 10 million pounds to help train the unemployed residents in the area so that an advantage of the games period could be taken. Existing studies have showcased that almost 6 in every 10 people from Birmingham and Sandwell stated the games had positively impacted their income growth. The youth empowerment in the area was also supported by Sport England's initiative of "Uniting the Movement", which included taking a long-term approach to combat the challenges associated with sports in the area. An investment of 35 million pounds was provided that was developed with the sole purpose of tackling the deep-rooted inequality that is present within the system (Commonwealth Sport, 2022). I believe this allowed a lot of sportsmen in the area who were suffering from funds shortages to be able to support their dreams. It is also important to mention that the Commonwealth Games enable sports workshops to be held across 65 schools where 10000 children were involved (Commonwealth Sport, 2022). 
I believe the Commonwealth Games provided an opportunity for the local people to provide more clarity on the different kinds of sports to the upcoming sports enthusiasts. The use of social media also played a strong role in creating a positive buzz for the game. The Birmingham City Council funded the initiative of "Bring the Power'' which helped deliver activity education across the regions to help get young people invested before the game started. The objective was to reach 1 million children and young people and make them active in sports. However, in my opinion, the sportsmen and sportswomen who visited these activities provided more confidence to the children and motivation to work harder. The students were also allowed to experience the para Sports program and work classes daily to improve their abilities (Gov.uk, 2022). Each of these factors highlights how important the games have been in helping conduct youth empowerment in Birmingham.
[bookmark: _Toc119542593]4.2 Economic Growth
The 22nd Commonwealth games have been a boon for the Birmingham economy as it was testimony to the creation of 40,000 jobs as well as skill opportunities for the local people in the area. It helped in the development of 14000 volunteer positions allowing students from different universities in and around the area to be able to have a front seat to the games (University of Birmingham, 2022). As a student myself, I believe this opportunity has been fundamental in providing more encouragement and confidence, thereby helping the crowd of the nation and the rich culture associated with the games. Economic growth was also witnessed in the form of an increase in the demand for hotels and restaurants as more and more people started flooding the area. In my opinion, one of the best parts about the games was that they allowed spectators from other countries and other areas to witness the culture that was an inherent part of Britain. 
The various public funds that Birmingham and West Midlands received caused the area to experience a 1.6% growth to the gross value added. A total of 778 million pounds was provided as an investment for the games to Birmingham and has been a catalyst for transforming the West Midlands (Taxcare, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc119542594]4.3 Infrastructural Development
Around 85 million pounds of additional investment was provided from the public investment fund and funds from the third sector body. An additional 35 million pounds was also provided by Sport England so that it could deliver a strong physical activity legacy (Commonwealth Sport, 2022). Teams and athletes used new sports equipment during the entire Commonwealth games, including boxing gloves, martial arts mats, and basketballs. This equipment was also gifted to the local sports groups and clubs across the west midlands, thereby providing a positive chance for sports to develop further in the area. Because of the Commonwealth games, Birmingham underwent A 1.2 billion Pounds economic uplift followed by an additional 500 million pounds to manage the construction aspect (Lyons, 2022). The games have been fundamental in creating new investment and funding as well as jobs in apprenticeships for the local people. The impact analysis that was conducted initially for the project projected the positive impact it would have on the development of the economy. It is important to note that an additional 46 million pounds were also being spent on tourism and infrastructure development so that it got an opportunity to provide the Global audience with better knowledge about the area. I believe that the Commonwealth Games made a fundamental increase in Birmingham’s visibility on the international tourist map and also created Global opportunities for the same in future (Murray, 2022). In my opinion, for any country to become a successful tourist destination, it is important to showcase to the common public about their Heritage and rich cultural diversity. The 2020 Commonwealth games but successful in doing just that. 
[bookmark: _Toc119542595]5. Conclusion
In my opinion, the 2022 Commonwealth games that were held in Birmingham have been a huge boost to the UK economy. There was a huge cause for celebration when the official mascot for the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games was stated to be Perry. The moment that the Commonwealth games to be held in Birmingham was announced, the country sold more than 1.5 million tickets, considered the most tickets ever sold for the Commonwealth games in the UK. It even exceeded the 1.21 million tickets sold for the 2018 Gold Coast Games. It helped generate jobs within Birmingham and provided an opportunity to boost travel and tourism and attract a Global audience to the country. Through the Commonwealth Games, it was possible to undertake infrastructural development so that the country could become prepared for an international sports event. After the covid-19 pandemic and the Brexit issue, the Commonwealth Games provided the UK with an opportunity to showcase its capabilities and take this opportunity as a boon to increase investment and economic activity in its economy. They helped motivate young students and provided them with a better understanding of the sports world by incorporating them into the games as volunteers. The area around the burning has also witnessed considerable development in the form of infrastructural development being undertaken. I believe the infrastructural development provides the chance for the Birmingham City Council to create more jobs for the small economy. It allowed the local cuisine to flourish as more and more people flooded the local restaurants during the games. Hence, it can be concluded that the 22nd Commonwealth game held in Birmingham has been a huge opportunity for the country to induct growth and development.
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