Major Project 2026
Word Count Equivalence discussion doc
These notes are not definitive or instructional, the student can use the information from the PV4 to support their study output decision but must propose the make-up of their final submission in discussion with the module tutor.
The PV4 Assessment Equivalence Policy discusses 20 credit modules as exemplar, figures need multiplying by 3 to represent a 60-credit module.
e.g. the word count for the written mode of assessment for a 20 credit Level 7  module at 100% is 5,000 words standard and 6,000 word maximum:
	Mode  of assessment
	Unit of Assessment
	Weight
	Level 3/4
	Level 5/6
	Level 7

	
	
	
	Standard
	Max
	Standard
	Max
	Standard
	Max

	Written assessment*
	Word Length
	100%
	3000
	4000
	4000
	5000
	5000
	6000

	
	
	50%
	1500
	2000
	2000
	2500
	2500
	3000



The 60 credit Major Project module word count of 15,000 words is clearly the standard expectation of a written document (i.e. 5,000 at 20 credits multiplied by 3 to give the wordcount for 60 credits) in line with the policy.
The timing of a presentation is calculated using the following information:
	Mode of assessment
	Unit of Assessment
	Weight*
	Level 7

	Seminar Presentation (individual)
	Duration (minutes)
	50%
	15
	20

	
	
	25%
	8
	10


*Weight = percentage of 20 credits here. 
For 60 credits the table might look like this:
	Mode of assessment
	Unit of Assessment
	Weight*
	Level 7

	Seminar Presentation (individual)
	Duration (minutes)
	50%
	45
	60

	
	
	25%
	24
	30



Using the tables as basic tools to provide guidance for standard word count equivalents for submission, if a student wanted to present a seminar that was approximately 24 minutes representing 25% of a 60 credit module, they should also present a written document that aims to be complete at 11,250 words.
The standard University practice of submitting work either 10% over or 10% under the indicative wordcount also applies to these numbers.
Questions for students:
With regards assessment work, where do you feel your personal academic strengths lie? Do you feel you express yourself more – or equally - strongly in writing or in spoken presentation?
What additional insights do the constituent parts of your portfolio offer the expression of your project? 
Will the assignment marker gain access to your project work in a new or innovative way through your choice of portfolio component?
How will you best benefit by using your chosen portfolio parts to express your work for assessment? 

