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Domestic Abuse Arrest Practical Role play
Scenario 4 – SWP/Gwent location to be specified by Trainer (dwelling)

Scenario Requirements

· Two role actors, appropriately dressed – (as instructed by course trainers)
· Two officers appropriately dressed – (as instructed by course trainers)
· Control room operator.
· Assessor to be in full possession of relevant definition regarding the offence being assessed as well as the relevant assessment criteria sheet that must be completed by the assessor during the observations.
· Dwelling











Safety Reminder

· Safe working environment, risk assessment to be completed of the venue.
· Assessor to have given full briefing to Role actor/s and Officers/s being assessed prior to the role play.
· If officer is to detain / arrest role actor then this will be done by the officer taking hold of the role actors arm and informing them that they are being detained / arrested.
· For GWP, no handcuffs are to be used if the officer wishes to use handcuffs then they should inform the subject that they are handcuffed. Subject should place hands to the rear when informed.
· For SWP, handcuffs can be used in accordance with the Officer’s PST training.
· NO actual UDT strikes, takedowns or ground restraints are to be used.
· If there are any safety issues identified then the identifying officer should immediately call “CHECKMATE” to the role play and report their findings to the assessor.
If there are no safety issues the role play will run its course and the assessor will call “END EX” once they are happy the role play has concluded.



















Trainer briefing to student(s)
You are on independent uniformed foot patrol (location as directed by the course trainer) when you are updated via your control room as to a 999 from a person reporting that his partner has gone “crazy” and has smashed the flat up and punched them in the head. They state that they will wait for officers outside the property. You are tasked with going and dealing with the incident. It is the time of day and day of the week. 







The following details can be passed on to the student if they ask for further information-
· There is no further information to hand regarding the incident, the caller has hung up.
· Police systems have one previous log linked to the address which to a parking dispute four years ago.
· No back up available at this time due to other commitments.
· If you require any radio checks and have a radio available, use your radio to gather any further information required, the course trainer will designate someone to act as the controller.
· Deal with the incident as you see fit.
· Consider the following-

1) Officer Safety
2) Communication Skills
3) Relevant Offences
4) Legislation
5) NDM
































Trainer Briefing to Role Actors.
On officer arrival at the specified location, the complainant is in the hallway near the front door and is very calm and well-spoken. They state that they don’t want to make a fuss but want their partner removed. They have also made a complaint of assault, reporting that their partner has punched them in the face. They have a bloody nose. The complainant will tell officers that their partner attacked them first and they have pushed them to the floor to get them away before leaving the house to call the police. 
Their partner is in the flat and is hysterical. They have stated that they have punched their partner as they were dragging them downstairs in a head lock. They will also disclose that they have been the victim of long- term domestic abuse and that the complainant was mentally and physically abusing them. They have cuts to their knuckles, redness around their throat and a cut to their lip. She states that their partner hit them in the face in the hallway after dragging her to the floor. 
















Overall outcome of the scenario
· Both parties to be arrested for Actual Bodily Harm (ABH) under Section 47 Offences against the Person Act 1861. 
· Correct use of arrest and search powers (s32) if completed are to be shown by the student. 
· Officer to demonstrate safe working practices
· NDM should be followed. 
· Police Personal procedures- radio procedures and recording of incident in PNB should be carried out in line with force policy. 
· Officer to complete relevant documentation if applicable (DASH, Use of force, Social Services Referral)
· Officer to consider Victim safeguarding (to be discussed during feedback)












Role Actor 1 script- Suspect
You are quiet and calm and non-emotional. You have had an argument with your partner, and they have punched you so you want them out. You have a bloody nose. You admit that you have pushed them away from you after they have punched you and they have fallen.  You are adamant you want them out. You are a very controlling person and did indeed have them in a head lock. You admit this to the police but tell them it was to attempt to get them out. You will be very polite and compliant towards officers. You will be holding a tissue to your nose. 
When officers arrive, you will state-
“LOOK I DON’T WANT TO MAKE ANY COMPLAINTS I JUST WANT THEM OUT OF MY HOUSE”
If asked you will state that the house is in your name. If questioned, you will state-
“I WANTED THEM OUT, THEY PUNCHED ME IN MY NOSE, I’LL ADMIT I HAD THEM IN A HEAD LOCK AND PUSHED THEM AWAY FROM ME, BUT IT WAS SELF DEFENCE I WAS TRYING TO STOP THEM!”
If arrested and cautioned you will reply-
“BUT THEY HIT ME FIRST”
Role actor to provide own details if asked. 
PNC Results if requested. 
No trace. 



















Please follow the above script to ensure fairness to all candidates.



Role Actor 2 script – Victim
You are extremely upset and hysterical. You have been a victim in a controlling and abusive relationship and today, your partner has grabbed you in a headlock and tried to throw you down the stairs. The argument was about you going to stay at your mothers for a few days, nothing more. You have tried to get him off you so have punched him in the face once causing his nose to bleed. He has then pushed you to the floor and hit your head on the hallway floor causing a cut. 
Upon speaking with officers you will be very emotional and when asked for your account you will state : -
“HE LOST IT, HE DRAGGED ME DOWN THE STAIRS IN A HEAD LOCK, SO I PUNCHED HIM, THAT MADE HIM WORSE AND HE PUSHED ME ON THE FLOOR AND HIT MY HEAD ON THE FLOOR”
If arrested and cautioned you will state-
“BUT HE HIT ME FIRST, I WAS TRYING TO GET HIM OFF ME”
Role actor will provide own details. 
PNC if conducted. 
Female has no wanted markers, 1 warning marker for mental health and 1 previous conviction for theft several years ago. 
















Please follow the above script to ensure fairness to all candidates.









Actual Bodily Harm (ABH) Section 47 Offences Against the Person Act 1861
A person is guilty of an offence who assaults any person, thereby occasioning him actual bodily harm. 
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