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Class Mark
Volume 1: PHI 03677 (1)
Volume 2: PHI 03677 (2)
Volume 3: PHI 03677 (3)  
Note: There are two different marks which could be either two other class marks or 
Format collation 
Vol 1: *4, *4, A4, B-Z8, Aa-Hh8, Ii4
Vol 2: *3 B-Z8, Aa-Dd8, Ee3 
Vol 3: *4, B-Z8, Aa-Bb8, Cc4, Dd2
Note: I have used *to represent pages which had no signatures
Pagination 
Vol 1: iv, v, vi, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XV, 18-352, 393-424, 385-504
Vol 2: 2-284, 288, 286-422
Vol 3: 10-312, 423-438, 329-395, 399-404
Note: all text reads correctly, no pages are missing, only mislabelled.
Physicality
Size: 217mm x 125mm
Material: marbled calfskin[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Bernard. C. Middleton, The restoration of leather bindings (3rd ed., rev. & expanded.), (Oak Knoll Press, 1998)] 

Decoration: Gilt tooling is evident on the spine and edges of the front and back board.  This was likely done using a fillet along the edges and multiples stamps and a roll on the spine.  There was also a red bookmark attached by a small nail.  The name was attached separate to the binding on a square of black cloth or leather, rather than blunt or gilt tooled.  These details are consistent with some late 18th century bindings.  This decoration is the same on all three volumes, bar volume number, which is also gilt tooled onto the spine.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  < https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=1974> [accessed 9/10/2023]] 

Edges: Plain
Leaves/pastedowns: plain but graffitied
Reused material: The spine and binding are attached tightly and largely intact, so it is difficult to tell if wastepaper was used here.
Condition: The volumes are in varied states of repair.  Volume one’s pages are largely intact and in good condition but the spine is peeling at the top, and there are bumped corners.  The bookmark is still attached and full.  
Volume two is in better repair, though the corners are bumped.  The bookmark is also cut short.  There are minute burn or ink marks or the front cover.  The headband is exposed, as with all three volumes, exposing worn red and white threads, likely silk as they are thin, smooth strands.[footnoteRef:3]   [3:  Bernard C Middleton, The Restoration of Leather Binding (New Castle: Oak Knoll Press, 1998)] 

Volume three’s spine is peeling at the top, though not to the same extent as on volume 1. 
Provenance: The first indication of provenance is the note of donation glued to the front pastedown of each volume indicating they were all received by the university in 1846.  This and the current class mark reveals that the book was donated by Thomas Phillips.  It is generally agreed that his book choices do not entirely represent his personal interests, as they are not from his personal library, though there are patterns.  However, these volumes do not fit these patterns, generally travel, anatomy or natural history books, suggesting it was part of someone else’s personal library which was sold upon their death.[footnoteRef:4]   [4:  <https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/rbla/a-z-list-of-collections/thomas-phillips-collection/> [accessed /10/2023] ] 

This is supported by the presence of a bookplate, hidden beneath the note of donation.  The library catalogue lists the bookplate as that of ‘Britiffe Skottowe’ which leaves the identity of the individual owner difficult to trace.  However, it is likely that its first owner was Thomas Britiffe Skottowe, who was born in South Carolina, but married a woman living in England in 1790 and died in 1841 in Marylebone.  Presumably he was at least living near London around the time the book was printed in 1797.  He was almost certainly not its only owner before Thomas Phillips and the university.[footnoteRef:5]   [5:  <https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/177028543/thomas-britiffe-skottowe> [accessed 8.10.2023]] 

Both Thomas Skottowe’s date of death and the various annotations throughout all three volumes indicate multiple owners.  Skottowe had two sons, Thomas Britiffe Junior, who died before his father after military service in Australia, and Nicholas, who died in the 1850’s.[footnoteRef:6]  It is likely that Thomas passed the book on, lent it to one or both of his sons during or at the end of his lifetime.[footnoteRef:7]   [6:  <https://peopleaustralia.anu.edu.au/> [accessed 8/10/2023]]  [7:  <https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/177028543/thomas-britiffe-skottowe> [accessed 8.10.2023]] 

There are two distinct annotations in the books.  However, there is evidence that the ink notations were made around 1820, as one of the notes reads, “...Lord of the Admiralty is now (1820) one of the Cabinet”.  All these notes appear to be in the same hand and the majority appear in volume one, with only the occasional brief comment in volume two, and volume three with untouched aside from page numbers having been crossed out and corrected.  Most of the ink annotations refer the reader to other academic literature on aspects of William Pitt’s life or government.  Another portion maps out William Pitt’s life and the people of note he interacted with or influenced, indicating one of the owners was an avid, self-motivated student of politics.
There are also pencil marks with far rarer annotations.  They generally appear as underlining or scribbles in the margin to highlight parts of the text important to the reader.  The rare notes we can see appear to be in a different hand to those of the inked notations and, along with what may be a catalogue or book sale mark, indicating another owner, perhaps between Skottowe’s death and Phillips’ acquisition.
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