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In my presentation I am going to look at the effects of drugs and substance misuse and its effects on the police but also the community. The misuse of drugs and the effect it has on crime is huge and the house of commons library (2021) tells us that in 2021 there were over 21000 drug offences in the United Kingdom showing how much drugs affect the police and the community.  However I am going to look at how the police tackle this problem and what they do to help people stay away from drugs and then stay off drugs. 

One strategy that is used is that the police go into schools and talk about the impacts and effects on drugs however this has to be done very carefully. According to healthpark paediatrics (2022) there are nine effective ways used to talk about drugs to kids these include; making it age appropriate, be clear about rules and reasons, lay down the law, talk about immediate consequences not just punishment, mention how expensive the habit is, explain addiction, emphasise their responsibility, and don't stop talking. This helps them understand and if you keep going back to remind the children of this problem it is more than likely going to stick. However according to youth endowment fund (2019) the research that has been done to see if it works does not give any substantial evidence that it does, however one study that was done helped us to understand that the police going into schools does not reduce crime however it does help improve relationships and the study proved that after the talks and lessons more children in schools were confident in the police and would call when they are in  need of some help. On the other hand, police going into schools can also have a huge impact on keeping people safe but can also help identify people who are vulnerable and need help. This is not only pupils as police officers have been  point of contact for teachers who are concerned, some teachers have suspicions that a child is involved in a gang which helps the police identify and monitor just in case they need to use their powers (Thomas, Modin 2023). 


The police also work with people such as local councils, rehabilitation centres and many other agencies to help provide people who need help with drug and alcohol abuse for example something that has recently been set out is the project ADDER this project will provide one million pounds to the swansea bay area to help reduce drug related crime, however has been going on around the united kingdom for a while. Project ADDER which stands for addiction, diversion, disruption, enforcement and recovery is set out to help the police and other agencies over the next three financial years. It will also help try to differentiate people who use drugs from offending by drug testing on arrest (simon hart mp 2021). The aim of project ADDER is not only to help recover drug addicts the project also has the aim of clamping down on the local drug gangs who are supplying the drugs, this is going to be a huge part in helping people recover as if there is nowhere to get the drugs the likeliness of them accepting help is going to increase which then provides a safer and nicer community and a nice city centre as it will also help increase homelessness, as it aims to help get people back on their feet and away from the street where they are more likely to fall back into doing drugs and causing crime(hull 2023). In northumbria (northumbria pcc, 2022) released a statement saying that it is becoming more and more successful as the police have seized £185,000 worth of drugs and had made 29 arrests which gives the police but also the wider community faith in project ADDER. 





Empowering communities is going to help the police shut down drug gangs and decrease the risk of drug and substance abusers in the community. Communities need to plan and implement a proven strategy to help get rid of drugs in the community, also the community need to find out who needs to be addressed for example if it is teenagers who are the problem or is it lifelong substance abusers. This strategy empowers the user as well and helps them make the correct choices, this strategy sympathises with users as the problem is normally lifelong and has also been generationally and all they have ever known. Collinson (2019) tells us that community engagement and help to provide them with resources has a big impact on recovery and will help aid the recovery for substance abusers however this is always going to be a difficult way to help people recovery as substance abusers are normally people who do not trust the police and will have the mentality of that the police are the enemy not on their side and whereas all the police want to do is help. Within this type of strategy the police and other agencies work with families to help them get back on their feet after a loved one has died from substance misuse or when a family is trying to recover from substance abuse. 


The national police chiefs council  (2022) speaks about what the police are doing to stop county lines and the police have shut down 172 county lines used by criminals to sell drugs across England and Wales and are working hard to stop more, however there isn't a strategy that is effective in stopping this type of behaviour other than trying to stop innocent people and children from being exploited. This type of exploitation leads to an increase in knife crime in younger generations and can also lead to human trafficking aswell. Multi ageniceys are working together to try and recognise when children are being groomed and the things they are trying to do when protecting is reporting, national referral mechanism, and supporting someone who has been exploited (nspcc 2022). 
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