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During the literature review, there was different arguments made on the root causes of youth crime in the UK, while providing information on the facts and figures of the crimes and an analysis of the rehabilitation services available to children within the criminal justice system. It was highlighted in the previous chapter that family relationships and adverse childhood experiences have a huge negative impact on the mental development of a child and significantly increases the likelihood of that child growing up to engage in criminal activity. While this is not a definite outcome, the information was collected from many different research providers, including Lester (2020) and The HM Inspectorate of Probation (2023). 

This chapter will provide information on the methods of research that are being undertaken during this research project. This will be done using the research onion which was established by Saunders Et Al. The research onion provides six layers of research methods and strategies, choices, and paradigms that researchers use throughout their research project (Alturki, 2021). 

Research philosophy 
Positivism and interpretivism

The research philosophy is critically important to any academic research project with the main focuses being split between two paradigms: positivism and interpretivism. These paradigms indicate how the researcher approaches and collects data surrounding their chosen topic (Phil, Pp. 2-3, 2023). Positivism is a research philosophy which focuses mainly on the generalisation and the basis of facts that are observable and measurable to gather a general overview of society (Junjie, Pp. 11, 2022). Rashid (2023) suggests that positivists assume that there is only one correct reality for our perceptions, following four key principles. The first objective stresses the importance of objectivity within research. This eradicates the idea of biasness and personal opinions when forming research. Determinism is the second objective, which suggests that external factors such as social order and economic circumstances can determine human behaviours. Reductionism being the third objective, which allows positivists to gather a better understanding of the subject by studying individual components of the chosen subject. Finally, positivists believe that quantitative methods such as surveys, statistics and experiments are a crucial part of research study as it allows them to collect and compare numerical data. 

Unlike positivism, Interpretivists argue that it is essential to gather subjective and socially constructed information in order to gain a clear understanding of a person’s reality and reasons for particular behaviours. The historical and social perspectives differ from person to person, meaning every individual has a different definition of ‘reality’ which makes interpretivism subjective as opposed to objective (University of Nottingham, 2024). Interpretivists rely mainly on qualitative methods of research, including unconstructed interviews, focus groups, case laws and observation. An advantage of interpretivism is that it can collect and produce data in high validity as the main focus is based around personal meanings and motivations (UK Research and Innovation, 2022). However, a disadvantage of interpretivism is that because of its nature to the approach, it can cause the researcher to be bias, making findings less credible (Dudovskiy, 2022). 


Research approach- Inductive v deductive 

When dealing with research methods, there are two main approaches which are inductive and deductive. The inductive approach is a method that focuses on validating an existing theory or producing a new theory solely based on the researcher’s data collection and findings during the research activity (Bucher, 2021). In contrast, the deductive method focuses on developing a hypothesis using existing theories, and then takes it upon themselves to test the hypothesis through research, observations and collecting data, in order to determine the truth regarding the theory (Dudovskiy, 2022). Throughout the research project, lots of information and data will be collected and used to create a conclusion using an inductive research approach. 


Research strategy 

The Imperial College of London (2024) suggests that questionnaires can be used to gather both qualitative and quantitative information. They stress that the value that the questionnaire has to the research massively depends on the ability to provide relevant material and data that can be used in assistance to the research question. Thus, creating and distributing a questionnaire to people in the UK will contribute to better knowledge and a better understanding of family and public perceptions on youth crime in the UK. Furthermore, if the amount of rehabilitation services available to young people is significant enough, and if the quality of these rehabilitation services has a positive impact on the behaviours of young people.  

Time horizon 

The time horizon is part of the research onion, which is the period of time in which the researcher has most interest in studying, usually the timeframe which is at the most relevance to the research. There are two types of research depending on the time horizon, which are cross-sectional and longitudinal (Thesismind, 2019). Specifically, cross-section research is relevant if the researcher chooses to study things at a specific time. Whereas longitudinal research involves studying something over a period of time, which can be either long-term or short-term study (Alamgeer, 2023). However, in this research project a cross-sectional approach will be undertaken as the available timeframe is limited and there are deadlines to be met. 

Ethical consideration

A research proposal and an ethics form were completed and submitted before carrying out this research project in order to provide approval that the researcher has complied with the ethical standards to make their research project genuine and legit. The ethics form is designed to ensure that any person taking part in the questionnaire, including the researcher will be protected and will experience no backlash or harm in their participation in the research project. In the course of respecting participants rights and dignity, any data collected during the questionnaire will remain confidential and only be used for the purpose of analysis of findings (UWE Bristol, 2024).


Research limitations 

The limitations to a research project include failings and weaknesses of the research that could alter the data collected. While there are many advantages of carrying out a questionnaire, there are disadvantages that come with it (Sirisilla, 2023). (Andrade, 2020) suggests that online surveys that are distributed through social media platforms are only responded to by people that have access to the internet, which doesn’t allow everyone to participate and therefore limits the responses. Andrade also stresses that the people that are most likely to take the time to carry out the questionnaire are “sufficiently biased” as they are interested in the topic. 

Aldhaen (2020) suggest that it can be difficult to obtain qualitive responses through questionnaires due to the inability to ask follow up questions to gain a more in-depth understanding of the perspective. However, face-to-face interviews offer the researcher more freedom in their research project. 

Questions 

	
Questions

	
References addressing issues raised in previous chapters

	Q.1 The data collected from participants during this questionnaire will remain confidential and anonymous. Do you consent to use your responses in this BSc research project?

Q.2 Please select your age range

18+
21-25
26-35
36-40
41-50
51-55
56-65
66-75
76+

Q.3 Please select your ethical background

Q.4 What is your gender?

Male 
Female 
Other

	Questions 1-4 are demographic questions that allow the researcher to gather the participants background information and to provide categories of age groups, ethnicities, and genders to contribute to the analysis when analysing findings.  

	Q. 5 What is the age of criminal responsibility?
7
10
15
18

Do you think it is too low?

Yes 
No 


	This question is designed to gather the public's perception on the controversial question regarding the age for criminal responsibility. In the introduction, research shows that the Royal Society (2011) and the Centre for Social Justice (2012) believe that the age is too low and is in dire need of an increase. 

	Q.6 How strongly do you agree or disagree with the statement: youth crime is currently a problem in the UK?

(1 strongly agree – 5 strongly disagree)

	This question is designed to gather the public's perceptions on the current severity of youth crime in the UK. The Youth Endowment Fund (2022) suggests that youth crime is currently decreasing and has been since 2012, but how do the public perceive that. 

	Q.7 Do you know what is meant by Adverse Childhood experiences?

Please explain. 
	This question is designed to gather information on the knowledge of the cause of youth crime that was imposed by the UK Parliament (2019) and Smith (2007) during the literature review. 

	Q.8 How strongly do you agree with the statement “Boys who experience two or more caregivers before the age of ten are more likely to be convicted with a violent crime.”

(1 Strongly agree – 5 Strongly disagree)

	The HM Inspectorates of probation (2023) suggests that the given statement is a fact, associating frequent distributions to different caregivers with larger increases of offending within young people. 

	Q.9 What effect does criminal child exploitations and county lines have on the mental development and behaviour of a child?

	The Children’s Society (2024) state that county lines and criminal recruitments within young people are hidden in communities, which doesn’t allow the public to see the problem that is going on behind the scenes. 

	Q. 10 Do you know what Swansea’s Bureau Intervention is?

If so, please explain. 


	The Bureau Intervention was created in Swansea and aims to tackle youth crime by adopting the attitude that children are “Children first, Offenders second”. 
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