York Museums Trust Public Programme Proposal Form
Please email to exhibitions@ymt.org.uk once completed

	What is the title of your
proposal?
	Paddle dolls- Can you solve the mystery?

	Date proposal submitted
	8/11/2022

	Please provide your name
and contact details
	Paula Smith 19035888

	Is it an idea for:
Event Exhibition
Subject / anniversary Communications campaign Research and Development Don’t know yet
	   Exhibition with workshop.

     This exhibition will be bought to life by the presence of an artisan carving dolls, set in an immersive Ancient Egyptian environment, with images of the tomb discoveries and daily life projected on the walls.
 The workshop will be in the Art Gallery in Aberystwyth, near the Café. It will occupy a corner, with the projections on each side.
A case containing the Paddle doll and a desk case displaying other objects/replicas/images from Tombs will be central.
A tablet showing theories regarding the purpose of the dolls, and relevant information will be available.
The workshop gives the opportunity to make your own Doll from a wood blank, using modern materials, to resemble the original Paddle Doll.
Handling the dolls, members of the public will be encouraged to put their ideas about their purpose on post-It notes on the wall.
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	Elevator pitch: in no more
than three sentences summarise your proposal
	   There are few known facts about Paddle dolls- their location, materials and the context of being tomb objects- so there is much speculation about their purpose.
   Relying on the curiosity of humans, constructing the context of Ancient Egyptian life and the accompanying tomb objects found with them, the mystery begins- this is an exhibit for an Art              Gallery and is all about interpretation of a creative piece.
   Having a real artisan dressed appropriately making dolls, and the materials available to make your own, handling them and guessing their purpose resulting in a post-It note wall for all to see- this will feed back information regarding their purpose to the academic community from a new, broader perspective.
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 (
Date of the proposal:
)

	Who are the target
audience?

Reference Audience Spectrum segments if known.

If not known, who do you think this would this appeal to?
	    General Public of all ages.

   People of all ages can join in, making the dolls, and what inspires them when creating and handling can be written on notes and displayed, demonstrating the possible range of purpose these dolls had.

   If this proposal is accepted, I will set up a Facebook page linked to the Museum and Art Gallery pages, and I will advertise the event on all local digital media platforms. I will update this page as the event progresses, with opportunities for members of the public to appear in the videos. 
   The post-It wall ideas will be summarized for the Museum Curator responsible for the Egyptian collection as well as Cyfartha Castle Museum.
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	What is the budget?
	   Artisan wage- £20/hour = £100.- applied to Arts Council for this.
   Intern wage- Free.

   Paddle Doll on loan from Cyfarthfa Castle Museum, Merthyr Tydfil= Free.

Sponsored by local businesses in town =
   Air dry clay
   Beads
   Wood for the dolls
   Paint
   Plant sticks.

Provided by Art Gallery=
   Tables
   Warm yellow/sun lighting bulb
   Soundtrack playing suggestive of Ancient Egyptian life
   
Requested from the YMT=
   Projectors x 2 hire for walls 
   Touchscreen Tablet holding basic information about the theories so far of the purpose of Paddle Dolls.
    Images/replicas/objects of other Tomb artifacts found alongside the Dolls.
   Single glass case with stand for the Paddle Doll, desk case for accompanying objects.
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	Are there any fundraising
opportunities?
	   Donations can be gathered.
   Linked to the Egyptian exhibition planned for the Castle Museum.
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	Are there any partnership
opportunities?
	   Joining with a local Artisan who can carve the dolls 
   Being sponsored by local businesses for the craft materials.
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	Are there any other similar
shows / events happening regionally or nationally?
	   To coincide with the Egyptian exhibition planned for the Castle Museum.
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	Does it draw on any of
YMT’s collections, or is inspired by them?
	   Both the Yorkshire Museum and York Castle Museum have had workshops for school children where they can actively engage with the history and artifacts from various periods. Opening this style of exhibit to a wider audience by placing it in an Art Gallery, near a Café, and being accessible to all ages will build on this. The activity of making your own doll is suitable for children with supervision as well as adults.
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	Proposed location / gallery
for your idea.
	   Art Gallery- Aberystwyth Art Centre.

5

	Who have you consulted
with at YMT or externally?
	   Aberystwyth Art Gallery manager.
   Café Manager
   Members of the public.
   Colleagues and fellow Interns.
   Curator at YMT
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	How is this project unique
for YMT?
	   It is a puzzle solving, interactive exhibition designed to both stimulate engagement in a very inclusive, accessible way and to garner an impression of what the Paddle Dolls themselves evoke in humans from all walks of life. This could help broaden the speculation about the original purpose of the dolls, as the reactions of non- academics/archaeologists may open up new perspectives.
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	When would this project be
delivered? Does it link to any critical dates?
	 To coincide with the YMT Egyptian exhibition at the Castle Museum.
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   Word count- 691 in total.
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When you have completed your proposal please email to: exhibitions@ymt.org.uk
Many thanks for submitting your proposal. We will be in touch once the proposal has been reviewed.
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