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HOW DO WE REMEMBER?                                                                                    
Using at list three examples, discuss the social, political and historical aspects of commemoration
This essay seeks to analyze collective memory and aspects of our society which have influenced the way we commemorate the past. 
How do we remember past events as a society and how much of that perception is shaped by the media?  The media can be considered to be the primary vehicle of collective memories in  'modern society' and memory perception could also be controlled by those in power to suit political and social convenience. So, therefore, collective memory can be manipulated.
 Collective memory is what links individuals that belong to the same society, including knowledge and information shared by people who are part of the same social group. The English expression "collective memory", comes from the French "La mémoire collective" initiated in the nineteenth century according to Halbwachs in the book On collective memory, (1992:22). The philosopher and sociologist Maurice Halbwachs has analyzed and exposed the concept of the collective memory in the book La mémoire collective. Collective memory can be shared, made up and transmitted to the next generations, by members of a society or social group; a government or popular culture, a church, a family, or any small group in society can be part of this process.
Halbwachs states in his book On Collective Memory (1992:22), "Collective memory is not given, but rather a socially constructed notion", which then requires one to ask, how do we remember past events as a society?
 We can commemorate the past through different methods; such as bank holidays, monuments, objects names, parades and laws. All of these are commemorative ways of recalling past events in different fields such as social, historical or political perspectives.
 Law affects selective memory by choosing what is recalled and forgotten about the past according to Markovits(2001:513),
his work is about how the public remembers and how law selects and shapes our memories of the past to fit the proposes of those who dominate the present.
 According to Markovits (2001: 513), public memory function differs from the casual daily behaviour linked to personal memory. Individually, we cannot control recollections, it is easy to forget what we need to remember and unconsciously remember things that we do not need. Some of our senses such as smell, taste, sound, stimulate us to recall memories involuntarily, Markovits believes that "we recall events not only because they were important, but that events become important just because we remember them."(1997:67). In every era, the figures of relevance had the opportunity to choose which of the names and events that preceded them were worthy of remembrance. Official history is selected or perpetuated as much as it is inherited, and as a consequence can cast our views of the past, an example is how public memory can be created through the construction of monuments. Each decision maker involved will support the version of the past which best represents his interests in the present. Rarely nations build monuments to immortalize their shame. America had previously no memorial to slavery until late 90's. Germans had experienced some reluctance to decide on their Holocaust Memorial, due to their self-awareness of past atrocities, used for acknowledgment and rehabilitation rather than the nations celebrating monuments they built commemorating some good deeds.  Assuming that public memory is not only useful to evoke the past but equally to legitimate the present, this process must be selective, highlight the appealing memories to those in the position of power and how they camouflage the embarrassing ones. Therefore embarrassing memories that nations are ashamed of and have no interest to remember, tend to be forgotten, on the other hand, glories of the past are often emphasized to exalt a nation's image.
 According to Markovits( 2001:513), the law seems to the indicated medium to choose memories to be remembered as well the ones to forget, law's role of judge enables it to label right and wrong, guilt and innocence, convicting or acquitting what is validated in those past events. The law has created methods to scrutinize the past based on heavy amounts of evidence and defining ways of referencing reliable and unreliable evidence. Law's reliability in the written word has helped to collect some of our most important records of the past in courthouses and archives, enabling legal institutions to participate in the production of public memory by filtering information about the past. Law has a significant say on what we remember and forget about history. It is a crucial medium that helps us in the process of building memories on our past.
Media influence and participation in collective memory are unquestionable. In the article ‘Setting the collective memory agenda: Examining mainstream media influence on individuals, perceptions of the past’ Kligler-Vilenchik, Neta; Tsfati, Yariv; Meyers, Oren;, (2014:485) highlights that "media are considered to hold a significant influence on the shaping of collective remembrances" this is supported by Huyssen, (2000: 29), who describes media's wide reach and the professional diffusive messages delivered to a numerous audience does facilitate the process of passing the message and being a strong base for the public opinion, somehow cast by opinion makers.

Garcia-Gavilanes, Ruth; Mollgaard, Anders; Tsvet, Milena;, (2017:1), considers the Internet as the main tool of the new technologies which interferes in the way we create and recall memories as individuals and as a society. According to Markovits( 2001:513), "we recall events not only because they were important, but that events become important just because we remember them." From this perspective, media has all the required tools to play an important role in determining what is relevant to be recalled and celebrated through public remembrance and which past events are to be hidden.
Bank holidays such as Remembrance Day are a way to recall the past that is seen all over the world, created to honour fallen soldiers who fought for their flag until death, for example in the 'Great War'.

(Officeholidays, 2017)
	country
	Known as
	date

	Serbia
	Armistice day
	11 November

	Belgium
	Armistice day
	11 November

	USA
	Veterans day
	11 November

	United Kingdom
	Remembrance Sunday
	12 November

	Cayman Islands
	Remembrance Day
	13 November



This bank holiday is commemorated on the 11 November to represent the end of World War I in 1918. In fact, the date relates to the signing of the Armistice, but it became a symbol of the end of the great war even though, World War I didn't legally end until  23 August 1923.
The German Holocaust memorial according to berlin.de/en/atractions-and-sights (2017)  took 17 years from start to finish and was designed by architect                                                                                           Peter Eisenman. Made of rectangular blocks of concrete, the monument aims to represent the great amount of live loss during the Nazi regime. Lately, a German politician has expressed about the holocaust memorial by asking German people to stop celebrating shame and guilt. This fact supports the theory that nations do not celebrate past events that raise their shame, with the same pleasure that they do with other past events.
A group of artists has decided to react to this speech by creating replicas of the holocaust memorial and placing these by the politician's door.
Morius Enden and Jenni Moli of the art collective Centre for Political Beauty. Photograph: Swen Pfortner/AFP/Getty Images
As we can witness in this article from the Guardian (2017). (www.theguardian.com, 2017). 
"A replica of Berlin monument has been erected by art collective as a protest after Björn Höcke told Germans to stop atoning for wartime guilt", the art collective Centre for Political Beauty states that this act of protest was conceived to remind the politician on a daily bases of the Second World War. and firmly showing dislike to the statement he made in January 2017 classifying the holocaust memorial as a "monument of shame in the heart of the capital".
Björn Höcke's, message to the German people was clear, he does consider that Germans should forget about their nation's fault from the past by not celebrating what he named as "memorial of shame". 
The slave trade equally seems to be considered a "memory of shame" by the USA and European countries which have been involved in it, therefore consequently is not often celebrated or remembered, a few memorials have been built to remember, however, proportionally inverse to how long it lasted and how many people were tortured, murdered and mainly how the past still conditions so many people's life.
 Rice highlights in his article, monuments and memorials (2017) a statement made by  the novelist,Toni Morrison in1989 in a magazine interview in  which she sustains that" There is no place you or I can go, to think about, or recollect the absences of slaves; nothing that reminds us of the ones who made the journey and of those who did not make it." Toni Morrison expressed sadness in acknowledging that there was no enough tribute paid to those who have lost their lives during the transatlantic slavery, no sculptures, no buildings, no benches, no places to remember. 
Nearly 20 years after this statement, in the USA some commissioning memorials on slavery had been raised, one of them is composed of 10 benches by the roadside by the Toni Morrison Society. 
Consistent with Rice's article, monuments and memorials ( 2017)
The importance of the slavery for the entire world's history and particularly to America, Africa, and Europe, is not represented with the degree of relevance, taking to account the few memorials to recall the victims and their struggles. The occasion of the bicentenary of the abolition of the slavery did force a debate in the United Kingdom, on the subject of the better way to remember people displaced by the transatlantic trade. A new museum of slavery was oped in Liverpool. In Lancaster, the fourth largest slave-trading port in Britain, a public commissioned sculpture was raised. In Bristol, there is a bridge to commemorate the life of a local black servant (1753-98). London Corporation in association with Black British Heritage has worked on the first memorial in 2008, in memory of the slavery abolishers and a sculpture was erected in the centre of the financial district of the City of London that sponsored the British slave trade.
   Manchester, New Hampshire’s dedication to slavery is a statue of Abraham Lincoln raised in 1919. Rice (2017) highlights that there are a limited selection of memorials in the USA. One of the main commemorations is the bronze-relief statue sculpted in 1992, to represent the 1839 rebellion on the slave ship Amistad, which Steven Spielberg also made as a feature film. In 1999 a dedication to the victims of the Trans-Atlantic slavery was placed on the ocean bed 427km off New York in a strategical position so the sculpture could be facing Africa, this action was taken by Homeward Bound Foundation. The poster attempts of having sculptures of a related nature inland erected by the group were not successful. In Luxembourg Gardens, a national memorial to commemorate of the abolition was unveiled by Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic in May 2007. In the centre of Paris, there is a memorial; the greatness of the commissioned work represents an important political statement as much as having it unveiled by the head of state. In comparison, this is a small piece placed among other sculptures, so is clearly hard to find and also seems already abandoned in a sculpture-park with few people knowing of its existence. There is an absence of effort to build any memorial on slavery in Portugal or Spain despite these two countries being the first in Europe to practice slave trading and amongst the last to abolish it. The most successful national response to their part in the international slave trade has come from the Netherlands. The country's national monument was opened by Queen Beatrice in 2002 and is situated in Amsterdam's Oostpark, consisting of a large multi-figure sculpture made by the Surinamese sculptor Erwin De Vries. The organising committee has focused on the duty of delivering to people a public place to commemorate the struggles of slavery'.
"You will first have to acknowledge that your city would not be the city it is, without the sacrifice of those who were sold by or used by the city in the past. This city can only aspire to be truly great if it can I suppose in some way seek forgiveness. Could it be that a monument is a tangible public seeking of forgiveness?" (Himid, 2003)
Concluding
In his book On Collective Memory, Halbwachs (1992:24) says that "in historical aspects, the person does not remember the events directly, it must be recalled through reading, listening, or in commemoration of festive occasions when people get together to remember". It is safe to say that what we remember can be selected by the institutional agenda of commemoration because if a happening is not commemorated it is as if it did not happen and when is commemorated also the way that commemoration is directed will affect the way people perceive that past event. Halbwachs, highlights in the book, (1992:24) a Barry Schwartz's statement, in which he suggests that "the past is always compound of persistence and change, of continuity and newness", for example, he says that Lincoln is portrayed in our days biographies is different from the one held those who experienced his assassination. So is important to recall the past frequently to keep it part of our history but is particularly important the truth we put in the way we pass it to the next generations. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY
(2017) countries/global/remembrance day, Available at  http://www.officeholidays.com (accessed:19 November 2017)
Garcia-Gavilanes, Ruth; Mollgaard, Anders; Tsvet, Milena;. (2017) The memory remains: Understanding collective memory in the digital age, available at  http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/3/4/e1602368/tab-pdf ( accessed:15 November 2017) 1-7
Halbwachs, M. (1992). on colective memory. In M. Halbwachs, on colective memory (p. 22). chicago: the university of chicago press.
Halbwachs, M. (1992). on collective memory. In M. Halbwachs, on collective memory (p. 24). chicago: The university of chicago press.
Halbwachs, M. (1992). On collective memory. In M. Halbwachs, On collective memory (p. 22). Chicago: The university of Chicago press.
Hirst, W., & Manier, D. (2008) Towards a psychology of collective memory. Memory, available at https://ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18324546 ( accessed:15 November 2017) 
kligler-vilenchik, Neta; Tsfati, Yariv; Meyers, Oren;. (2014) Setting the collective memory agenda: Examining mainstream media influence on individuals' perceptions of the past, available at http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1750698014523443 (accessed:15 November 2017) 485-499.
Markovits, I. (2001). Selective Memory: How the Law Affects What We Remember and Forget about the Past-The Case of East Germany. Law & Society Review, 35(3), Available at https://questia.com/library/journal/ ( accessed:15 November 2017) 513-563 
Marschall, S. (2013). Collective Memory and Cultural Difference: Official vs. Vernacular Forms of Commemorating the Past. Safundi, 14(1), 77-92available at http://tandfonline.com (accessed: 15 November 2017) 
Rice, D. A. (2017) legacies-commemorating-the-bicentenary-of-british-abolition/articles/monuments-and-memorials available at  http://www.revealinghistories.org.uk (accessed: 1 December 2017)  
(2017) 3560249-3104052-memorial-to-the-murdered-jews-of-europe available at www.berlin.de:https://www.berlin.de/en/attraction-and-sights ( accessed:24 November 2017) 
(2017). protesters-holocaust-memorial-far-right-german-politician-afd available at  https://www.theguardian.com/world/ (accessed:23 Novembrer 2017)
