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The gift of living water: a study of the relationship between water symbolism and the Spirit in the Gospel of John


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

1. To examine narratologically John’s symbolic use of water to plot and develop the presence and purpose of God’s Holy Spirit within the Book of Signs, thereafter progresses the notion of flowing and ‘living water’ beyond Jesus’ hour of glorification, death and resurrection through the spreading of the Spirit as Advocate, Comforter and Paraclete.
2. To examine how John theologically relates water vocabulary and imagery to Jewish Scriptures and resources.
3. To show how John uses water imagery as one major narrative technique in supporting his purpose in writing his Gospel account.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Scholars have long debated the Johannine use of symbol, imagery and metaphor.
 Craig Koester accurately avers that one of the key attributes of John’s narrative is the way its down-to-earth symbolism and examples ‘span the chasm between what is “from above” and what is “from below” without collapsing the distinction’. Symbols consistently and concentrically centre on Jesus.
 The reader is invited ‘to see past the physical reality’ towards Christ’s glory.
 All the symbols aid John’s narrative path in plotting Jesus’ physical journey towards completion of his God-given soteriological and eschatological mission on earth (3:16), as reinforced by John’s declared narrative intent (20:30-31).
 

It is in this context that the study and progress of ‘water’ symbolism plays an important function. Whilst both the symbolism of water and the presence of the Spirit have been extensively discussed in academic circles
, relatively few studies have highlighted the relationship between water imagery and the Spirit.
 

This present dissertation acknowledges existing scholarship concerning both the symbolism of water/water vocabulary and the presence of the Spirit in John’s Gospel. It seeks to extend these studies by proffering the thesis that the episodic presentation of water/water vocabulary symbolically throughout John’s narrative can be viewed as overtly or covertly referencing the presence and purpose of the Spirit. Water symbolism acts as one of a multiplex of symbols, themes and discourses which together draw the reader into confronting John’s prime focus (20:30-31). References to Jewish scriptures will illustrate, as appropriate, the continuity and re-orientation, not replacement, of Jewish beliefs.
Chapters 6-8 see this coherence of signs and symbols which cement together the intimate relationship between the symbolic imagery of water and the promised Spirit, Paraclete, encouraging the reader to understand how John’s Christological and soteriological understanding of the divine person of Christ inaugurates both a present realised and future eschatology for all who believe. Jesus’ climactic statement in John 7:37-39 sets the scene for exploring how water and the Spirit flow in multi-dimensional complexity through the FG. 
This study first establishes a working definition of symbolism, together with an understanding the essential need for water to sustain life. A narratological approach will examine three aspects of John’s development and use of water symbolism in relation to the Spirit: pre-Tabernacle symbolic uses  of water/Spirit, symbolism of water, the offered gift of ‘living water’ identified with the Spirit, then post-Tabernacle development and ‘flow’ of water and the Spirit. 

It will be noted that the latter chapters of John’s gospel increasingly replace water imagery with the significance, promises and work of the Spirit and another Advocate, the Paraclete. Surely John means his readers to wrestle with the cognitive juggling underlying not just water, but all imagery, metaphor and allegory he employs?
 Hence, studying the multi-dimensional, ever-increasing depth, breadth and intensity of water imagery and relating it to other images, narrows readers’ focus onto Jesus’ identity and purpose: the divine gifts and benefits he provides and the reassurances and promises offered within his invitation to believe and continue to believe in him as the Messiah, the Son of God.
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