Does the existence of evil provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist?
For this assessment I intend on analysing the concept of evil as well as try and figure out whether or not that it can be considered as valid evidence for the existence of God. To start out, what does it mean for something to be evil? This is an incredibly subjective word as, ultimately, it can come down to a great number of factors such as the personal views of the person committing the act as well as those judging said action, the context of the situation and the intent behind the act and the person or thing that may or not have been wrong.
For example, if one were to go and commit adultery this can be considered as an evil act, but against who? Most would say the partner of the person who committed the adultery, some would also say God as adultery is considered to be a grievous sin. But what if the person in question was forced into committing this act, can it then be considered evil? Evil has varying degrees of severity depending on who is viewing it. For example, personally, I have a significantly looser view on the term evil as I believe evil to be to harsh of a word to encapsulate an action without knowing the intent behind it. If someone steals food, how would know the intent behind the action? Are they in a dire enough situation that it is the only action they can take to survive? Or did they do out of personal enjoyment for the suffering of others? For this reason defining the term evil is, in actuality, and incredibly taxing task due to the varying degrees of it and the constant changing views as to what is constituted as evil. The concept of evil today is completely different now than what is was when, for example, the bible was written. Thousands of years ago slavery was a common concept, even murder was something that was not seen as such of a heinous crime if it was seen as justified. 
An even greater matter of debate is also the existence of God and the argument against God that is brought more than others is whether or not the existence of evil can be considered as evidence that God does not, in fact, exist. That or the God that the Christians portray is, in actuality, an incredibly flawed being going against everything that they preach about God being all benevolent. This is the question that I am going to be going into the most depth throughout the duration of this essay.
There is also the matter that was proposed by the Greek philosopher Epicurus that if God is all knowing, all loving, and all powerful, why does evil exist? This has become the basis of every argument when it comes to the problem of the existence of evil. If God is all knowing then is he willingly allowing evil to continue if he is even aware of it? If God is all loving, why does he allow evil to continue existing? Finally, if he all powerful, why does evil continue to exist unless it he is willingly allowing to do so? At the heart of all of this is the true debate as to the existence of God and the matter of what true evil is.
Personally, I am sternly of the belief that God does not exist. This is belief is as a result of a non-religious upbringing as I was never really educated on religious matters until my schooling as well as my own personal conclusions that I came to throughout my life. One of the key factors leading to my being an Atheist is the existence if evil in the world because if one has the power to rid the world of all evil, is it not their duty and obligation to do so. I have however also consulted with other people who are of a Christian background and asked them these exact questions.
One such question is, why does God continue to allow evil to persist? The answer could possibly be, so that human beings would learn and rise above certain hardships and grow to become better. This could be in an almost parental sort of way such as a parent allowing their children to make a certain mistake to allow them to see what they have done wrong and improve themselves by learning to fix said mistake and the existence of evil is simply humanity not learning the lesson attempting to be taught thus allowing evil to thrive. When someone commits a misdeed towards someone the answer is usually for that person to commit the same action towards the aggressor in either the same or in a more extreme manner, that is simply human nature. This could not be considered Gods fault however as the idea of human nature being flawed came from the first sin committed by Adam and Eve when they ate the apple from the Garden of Eden. However, it is also said that man is made in Gods image and thus an argument can be made that humanity is flawed simply because they were designed to be. This goes against a lot of religious teachings as to say that humans are flawed from creation is to admit that God himself is flawed, debunking the idea that he is all good, all knowing, and all powerful as one can be all of the above and be flawed. An argument could be made that God is simply above all human error and it is not a flaw that developed from conception but one that was cultivated over time. The heart of this argument could be that we are simply holding God to our own human values, which is an impossibility as we should not be capable of even conceiving the idea that God is flawed in any way as doing so is considered to be a great sin.
How do we define evil? Evil can be defined as an immoral or heinous action taken against another being that results in their suffering at the benefit of the person committing the act. This definition, however, is incredibly broad in its scope as it does not take into account the intent behind said immoral action. If someone kills another person in self-defence, can they be held accountable for this action despite it, for the most part, being out of their own control. Nowadays the answer would be yes, that is why the manslaughter charge exists, but from a moral standpoint can they be considered as having committed an evil act. If we were to follow the teachings of the bible, we would simply condemn them to hell simply because they committed murder, regardless of the intent behind the action. This is an incredibly outdated belief that I believe is further evidence that the existence of evil can be used as justifiable evidence against the existence of God. 
The way religion is viewed today is an incredibly messy subject, but this is merely more evidence to support my claim since religion today is shrouded in a great deal of corruption as well as certain facilities trying to mask misdeeds in the past by committing good deeds now. One such example of this is the catholic church, in particular the Vatican, which as a history of corruption spanning hundreds if not thousands of years. This is also directly against the teachings of God as, today, I don’t believe that there is a single person that follows the teachings of the bible, and by extension God, down to the letter.
All of these views follow the logic of Modus Tollens, which, in context to God, means that if God exists and there is evil, then God is not all powerful, and if God is not all powerful then he cannot exist. A great deal of the arguments for the existence of God are shrouded in a great deal of denial towards the great many inconsistencies in the very existence of God that are more often than not debunking mostly by simple logic such as the existence of evil proving that God is not all loving therefore going against the very teachings that Christians believe in. 
Another argument towards the existence of God despite the lack of intervention towards the concept of evil could simply be that could has simply abandoned humanity and moved on towards other worlds and has simply left this world to fend for itself and willingly ignores the plights of those who pray for salvation, I personally find this argument to be a fair deal farfetched. However, as farfetched as this argument is, it also supports my claim that the concept of evil is compelling evidence against the existence of God since, once again, this means that he is not all loving and if God is not all loving then he cannot be omnipresent, still following the idea of Modus Tollens.
There is also the question of, does evil even exist, or is it simply a coping mechanism created by humanity to justify committing immoral or heinous deeds without incurring the wrath of God and being damned to hell upon their death. Surprisingly, this argument actually as a decent bit of standing as it is not known where the concept of evil was first conceived that it is speculated that it predates even the bible itself and if it was humans that created the concept of evil and not God then he could still feasibly be considered all loving and all powerful. He cannot, however, be considered all knowing as if he is aware that humanity has created the concept of evil, why were they created with the capability for it in the first place and why does he allow it to continue to exist?
To conclude, I am going to give a simple answer to the question I have been trying to answer from the beginning, ‘Does the existence of evil provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist?’. In my own personal opinion, I believe that the answer is a strong and resounding yes. There are simply to many inconsistencies in the argument that support Gods existence and almost all of it comes down to the fact that if evil exists in then either God allows it to continue, meaning he is not all loving, God himself is not aware of its existence, meaning he is not all knowing, or he is incapable of eliminating evil as a concept meaning that God is not all powerful. All of these are the key aspects of God that are preached throughout all of Christianity’s religious teachings, and if God is not all knowing, all loving or all powerful then what is he? Is he merely as flawed as the rest of humanity and we are simply holding him to ideals that he is not capable of meeting or does he simply not exist and humanity has continued to delude themselves by believing in the words of a being that does not exist and we are simply developing our own personal ideals from an incredibly outdated system that has little to no bearing in modern society. All of these different factors result in there being far too many inconsistencies in the concept of God that I simply cannot find it in myself to believe in a being that would allow for a great many of the world’s evils to continue to exist and watch by a humanity struggles to get passed ideas that were laid down centuries ago. This is however, also shrouded in a fair deal of personal bias, as I also know that the idea of God has been a support system for a great many deal of people who believe in him and has help through a lot of very tough times. There are also a great deal of things that have occurred that logic and science have yet proven to be capable of explaining. There could be some genuine irrefutable proof that God exists, but until that day there will always be more evidence against the existence of God rather than evidence that supports it.
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