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[bookmark: _Toc165478386]Introduction
The curriculum will be about terrorism, this session will be taught to students of the Bachelor of Sciences (BSc Hons) Professional Policing Degree who are doing the degree with the hope to have a career within the police force. The taught session will be done in a university setting and will be taught at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) Swansea Business Campus, the module will be taught to 3rd year students this will mean that students would be required to work at Level 6. The size of the class is dependent on how many students had progressed from the previous year, with a classroom that could hold at least 30 students. Other arrangements in terms of classroom size may have to be made if there less than 30 students.
[bookmark: _Toc165478387]Rationale
The rationale of this course is based on the requirements of the National Careers Service (2024) who outline that one of the ways into joining the police is through the Professional Policing Degree, the purpose of the degree according to the Join the Police (2024a) is for students who prefer to study full time prior to them applying to their local police force. This is in contrast to the Police Constable Degree Apprenticeship (PCDA), where the student learns at the same time as they are doing their role as police officer (Join the Police, 2024b). The Professional Policing Degree does not guarantee that a student does get offered a position with their chosen force (Join the Police, 2024a).
The degree routes were introduced in 2020 by the College of Policing, the reasoning for this decision was according to the National Police Chiefs’ Council was to modernise the service (BBC News, 2016), prior to the introduction of the degrees route the BBC News (2016) said that there was no standardisation in terms of recruitment requirements across the 43 forces in England and Wales. Even though the degree route was meant to improve recruitment there has been criticism of the process with the Dorset Police Federation (2022) saying that the police degree was putting huge pressure on new recruits, this is specifically talking about the PCDA approach. For two police forces made decision that they will accept applicants to join without committing to studying a degree (Mureddu-Reid, 2023).
Since the September 11th, 2001, terror attack or more commonly known as 9/11, established that terrorism would be one of the most defining issues of the early 21st century in the opinion of Deflem (2019), he adds that policing activities in the regard to terrorism has a long history yet counterterrorism in the aftermath of 9/11 dramatically changed. Pickering et al (2008) further adds that there has been changing culture with police forces across the world, however they note that these forces need to balance the increased expectations of counter terrorism with the need to reform in areas such as community engagement, integrity and training amongst others. 
The United Kingdom’s (UK) relationship with terrorism can be dated back to the 1800’s more specifically with Irish Republicans (Blake, et al., 2012), however the UK faced more significant threat from the Irish Republican Army (IRA) from the late 1960’s until the Good Friday Agreement was signed in 1997. Like the United States (US) and other Western nations the UK has faced an increase in Islamist Extremism like Al-Qaeda and Islamic State more commonly known as IS and Far Right linked terrorism (Blake, et al., 2012).
Since 2018 there had been nine terror attacks that had been declared in the UK that killed six people and injured another 20 with another 24 UK nationals being killed in eleven terror attacks overseas (Braverman, 2023), also the five terror attacks that happened in 2017 to have an estimated cost of up to £172 million in direct costs and RAND Europe calculated that the terror attacks in 2017 had an indirect cost of £3.4 billion in GDP (Gross Domestic Product). One of the most notable terror attacks that occurred in 2017 was the Manchester Arena Bombing that was one of the deadliest attacks since the 2005 London bombings (Craigie, et al., 2018).
The background of the Manchester Arena bombing was when a suicide bomber detonated a homemade bomb that killed 23 people and injured over 1,000 while they were attending an Ariana Grande concert that had just finished when the bomb was detonated (Taylor, 2023), the younger brother of the suicide bomber was given a minimum jail term of 55 years for his involvement (BBC News, 2020). The other well-known terror attack to happened in the UK is the 2005 London bombing which are also known as 7/7 bombings, in this attack 52 people were killed and 700 others were injured when three London Underground trains and a double-decker bus (Strom & Eyerman, 2008).
Both of these attacks are great examples of where not only the police failed in their tasks but also the other emergency services, as a terror attack could be classed as a major incident which according to JESIP (2024a) is an event that has a range of serious consequences that requires all the emergency services to work together. The best way for police officers to get better is to understand how the other public services work. When a major incident the Emergency services work according to the METHANE acronym which build a report for alerting others, the acronym stands for Major Incident Declared, Exact location, Type of incident, Hazards, Access, Number and type of casualties and Emergency services present and required (Jones, 2024). The calling of a major incident as stated by JESIP (2024b) would be called by the first responder.
Due to this increase as stated by Blake et al (2012) the UK government introduce the Counter-Terrorism Strategy known as CONTEST. The CONTEST strategy is made of what is known as the 4 P’s, these are:
1. Prevent – to stop people from being radicalise.
2. Pursue – investigate and disrupt terrorist attacks.
3. Protect – improve the security to stop a terror attack.
4. Prepare – work to minimise the impact of a future attack and to recover as quickly as possible.
(Kent County Council, 2024)
Each of these 4 P’s as set out by Kent County Council (2024) have an impact on police forces across the UK especially both Prevent and Pursue. Prevent falls under police duties as outlined by the Home Office (2023) through their interaction with patrol and neighbourhood functions and the police also have key role in managing the risk of radicalisation from terrorism. As stated by Kent County Council (2024) the purpose of Pursue is to investigate and arrest which is the primary function of the Police.
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[bookmark: _Toc165478389]Aims
The aim of this course is to teach prospective police officers who are doing a degree to join the fundamentals of what is terrorism and background regarding the topic such as definitions, legislation and notable terror groups or terror events. The course will also identify how it could affect them in their future career and what their role could be in such an event for example the implementation of cordons.
[bookmark: _Toc165478390]Learning Outcomes
The learning objective for this curriculum are:
1. To instruct students about the definition and background of terrorism.
2. To teach students about the different terror groups and their motivations and ideologies. They will also learn about notable terror events.
3. To teach students what they are meant to do in such case they respond to such an event.
[bookmark: _Toc165478391]Professional Standards and benchmarking
[bookmark: _Toc165478392]Professional standards
The professional standards that will be required for this curriculum would be the Higher Education Professional Standards Framework for teaching and supporting learning in higher education 2023, the rationale for this decision is based on that this course will be taught at a university which these standards cover. The purpose of the standards is to demonstrate to both learners and to stakeholders that the institution and its staff are professional in teaching and can support learning (Advance HE, 2023). The standards also identify 3 sets of dimensions, these are Professional Values, Core Knowledge and Areas of Activity.
The Professional Values underpin all the forms of both Core Knowledge and the Areas of Activity, and it is the foundation of professional practice (Advance HE, 2023). For the purpose of this curriculum the Professional Values that will be met under the standards will be V1, V2, V4 and V5. Under the Advance HE (2023) standards V1 would be to respect the individual learners, V2 is to promote engagement in learning so that the student can reach their potential, V4 is to respond to the wider context in which Higher Education operates and lastly V5 which is to collaborate with others to enhance practice. Both V4 and V5 can be met as the course will be taught to students looking to join the Police and through the use of having guest speakers who have experience within the field.
The Core Knowledge as described by Advance HE (2023) which is informed by the Professional Values, and it represents the key forms of knowledge that is required to be undertaken by the Areas of Activity. The standards that the curriculum will be K1, K2, K3 and K4. K1 is how learners learn within specific subjects, K2 is approaches to learning and teaching that is appropriate for subject and level of study, K3 is critical evaluation as a basis for effective practice and K4 is the appropriate use of digital and other technologies within learning (Advance HE, 2023).
Lastly the Areas of Activity bring together the Professional Values and forms of Core Knowledge to show the essential activities that support the delivery of effective practice (Advance HE, 2023). The standards laid out by the Advance HE (2023) that will be met are A1, A2, A3, A4 and A5. A1 is to design and plan learning activities or programmes, A2 is to teach and support learning through appropriate approaches, A3 is to assess and give feedback for learning, A4 support and guide learners and lastly A5 is to enhance practice through own continuing professional development.
[bookmark: _Toc165478393]Benchmarking
The purpose of benchmarking within education is to set measurable standards to evaluate the students learning (Top Hat, 2024). Has this would be for students who are in the process of joining the police, some of the benchmarks for seeing if the students were learning would be set by the police. For the academic setting there will be tests based on some of the procedures that the students will learn, an example would be a test on the GOWISELY procedure for when a police officer uses the Stop and Search powers, this is pertinent to teaching terrorism as part of the S43 of the Terrorism Act 2000 a police officer has the power to use Stop and Search Powers on a person who is suspected to be involved in terrorism and may in their possession have having that could constitute to that involvement (Metropolitan Police, 2022).
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The sessions will be taught once a week for two hours over a 12-week period, this period considers two weeks for the allowance of draft sessions for assignment read throughs as well as days to consider for the allowance of for the purpose of the students presenting their presentations. There will be allowance of an extra week for presentations if need however if a majority students choose to record their presentations then this could be changed to one week.
[bookmark: _Toc165478395]Scheme of work
	Date
	Content
	Purpose of the lesson

	Week 1
	Introduction to the course and what is the definition of terrorism
	To introduce the course to the students and also what is the definition of terrorism. Also, in this lesson the Assignment details and dates will be outlined.

	Week 2
	Terror groups, motives and their methodology
	To teach the class about the different terror groups and what each groups ideologies are. This lesson will also give examples of attacks to give students ideas what to do for their assignments.

	Week 3
	Counter Terrorism legislation
	This lesson will teach the students the relevant counter terrorism legislation that governs the police and other services in the UK.

	Week 4
	Radicalisation and the CONTEST Strategy
	To instruct the students about what is meant by radicalisation and what is the CONTEST Strategy and it relates to the police.

	Week 5
	Drop-in draft session
	This will be a draft session so that the students can have the tutor look at their assignment before it is submitted. This will be optional for the students.

	Week 6
	Assignment 1 deadline
	The students will be expected to hand in their Assignment 1.

	Week 7
	Emergency service response to a terror attack
	This will be a lesson on how the different emergency services work together at a major incident like a terror attack, this lesson will involve the METHANE acronym. In this the details and date for the second assignment will be given.

	Week 8
	Social media, media and relation to terrorism
	This lesson will look at the relationship between the media and social media can have on terrorism.

	Week 9
	Guest Speaker
	This lesson will be given by a guest speaker who has experience in counter terrorism, this lesson could be moved to an earlier order depending on the availability of the guest speaker.

	Week 10
	Drop-in session for drafts
	This will be a chance for students to have the tutor to look at drafts for assignment 2.

	Week 11
	Assignment 2 deadline
	This will be when the presentations need to be handed in.

	Week 12
	Presentations given by students
	The students will present their presentations. A further week may be added if needed.



[bookmark: _Toc165478396]Assessment strategy
Reece and Walker (2007) outline the principles of assessments it gives the assessor the ability to diagnose, give feedback and standards. Further stipulated by Reece and Walker (2007) the purpose of feedback is to give students feedback to students on their progress, to reinforce learning but it can also diagnose strengths and the areas for development. It is also expanded by Reece and Walker (2007) that the purpose of standards is to certificate the achievement of the student but also to facilitate progression. 
For the purpose of this curriculum the assessments will be both formative and summative, formative assessment is to provide ongoing feedback that can be used by the teacher so that they can improve not only their own teaching but also the students (Carnegie Mellon University, 2024). Formative assessment can also more specifically help students identify their strengths and weakness and can also target areas that the student needs to improve and also according to Carnegie Mellon University (2024) it can help teachers to identify where students are struggling, and it can address problems immediately.
In contrast to formative according to the University of Greenwich (2024) the purpose of summative assessment is to evaluate the students learning at the end of a course and is judged against a standard or a benchmark. As summative assessment are judged at the end of a course they are seen to have high stakes and because of this they are treated as more of a priority for student then in contrast to formative, on the other hand summative assessment feedback can also be used formatively by not just the student but also by the faculty to guide the efforts and activities in other courses (University of Greenwich, 2024).
For the purpose of this course, the summative assessment will be done through the use of assignments. Assignments are a piece of academic work that provides the opportunity for a student to learn and demonstrate to the teacher that a student have achieved the learning goals that was set out in the assignment brief (Kuiphuis-Aagten, et al., 2023). As stated by the Open University (2024) there many different types of assignment types, an assignment could be for example an essay, report or speaking assignments. This course will have two assignments with both being worth 50% of the score, the first assignment will be a report and the second assignment will be one person presentation without the requirement to complete a supporting paper. 
The report will ask the students to research the changing nature of terrorism and how this could have an impact on UK security forces more specifically police forces, the report will be 3000 words the rationale for this choice of word count is based on that the students are level 6 and should be capable to write an assignment of this amount. The one person presentation will be on the response of emergency services to a terror attack of their choosing however there will be recommendations within the assignment brief, the presentation will be for 10 minutes and the student will be given the choice of either doing the presentation in person or the student has the option to record their presentation, if the student choices this option then the recording would have to be a video to identify that the student is doing it themselves. 
The rationale behind choosing a one person presentation is to be able for the student to not use Artificial Intelligence (AI), this is because a student could use AI to create a piece of work which will contain errors which could be hard to notice however if the student is asked to present their findings then these errors will be easier to identify, this view is supported by Verma (2023) who refers to a professor who felt that essays had been written by a machine that also contained many fabricated quotes or actually cited sources that do not exist. 
Research reported by Stedman (2023) found that a service like ChatGPT was found to get better results than students on a range of subjects, it is worth noting that ChatGPT only outperformed the students when it came answering to factual questions however the students did better when it came to creativity skills and when ‘trick’ questions were asked. This research that has been reported by Stedman (2023) supports the view that a presentation could have an effect on students not using AI to do their work or at least for it to be noticeable that a student as used such technology.
The assignments will be marked according to the UWTSD marking matrix, with both assignments be marked out of 100 with the pass grade being at 40. A student to achieve a 1st would need to score at least a 70 as according to the matrix. With all submissions will be submitted to Turnitin through the module Moodle page which will be set at the start of when the course begins.
The method of referencing the students will be required to adhere to will be Harvard Referencing as set out by Cite Them Right by Shields and Pears (2022), this is due to this style being the one that UWTSD adhere to in all of their assignment’s requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc165478397]Recommended Reading list
A recommended reading list is meant to contain reading material that students are expected to utilise and that they will need to read to complete a module, also every module should have an online reading list (University of Lincoln, 2024a). Having a recommended reading list is important as it is a great tool for finding information and for any student the recommended reading list should be the first place a student should go to get any information on a topic within their study (University of Lincoln, 2024b).
The reading list will be split into two parts, one will be the essential reading list that will involve reading material that the student will need to interact with to be able to help them with the information that will be taught, the second will be further reading these will include material that would help students to build on their knowledge but it is not dependant for to read complete the course.
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The idea with having transferable skills is so that a student can use the skills they have learned in the classroom and be able to transfer them to their work life, an example given by Ben (2024) is communication and time management skills. Nagele and Stalder (2017) add that such skills are seen by employers as a crucial factor that could aid in an individual in their employability. In the opinion of Assiter (2017) the aims of a Higher Education programme should be that they develop a student not just in intellectual or imaginative powers but also their understanding, problem solving, communicate and their ability to see a relationship within what they learned.
In this course the students will not only gain valuable knowledge on terrorism such as how to differentiate between the different terror groups goals and ideology but also learn skills that they could use when they become a full-time police officer, these can be the re-learning of the GOWISELY method of stop and search.
The students will also learn and enhance skills such as communication and problem solving, these will be done through the summative assessments. The problem solving can be achieved through the first and second assignment as students will need to find credible literature to help with their research on the assignment question, communication will be developed through the presentation assignment as the student would be required to speak but also through the lesson when the teacher asks questions about something in the topic.
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Next Week

Will be a drop-in session for drafts for
assignment 1.
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