Zoe Barr 2103521
The Proposal

Subject: To entertain an audience using skills developed through an exploration of Pantomime techniques.


Aims: I believe that entertainment and emotion is the heart of why audiences love theatre. With the help of research through an array of medias such as: Books, websites and videos, I hope to write a piece of theatre inspired by techniques used in popular medium of theatre; pantomime. I intend to use audience interaction, comedy, songs and other methods to create an entertaining piece of theatre. I will record audience reaction through a questionnaire following the presentation of my piece to investigate whether or not my piece was entertaining and engaging without the use of elaborate set and costume. 

Research:

Books: 

The pantomime life of Joseph Grimaldi by Andrew McConnell Scott – I am hoping this book will give me some interesting background information of pantomime as it is based on a comedian who acted within Commedia del arte where pantomime originated from. I hope to gauge an idea of how comedy has changed over the years, but most importantly, how it stayed the same.

The Panto Mime Book by Paul Harris -This book has an array of Pantomime sketches and gags which I am hoping will support my script writing and inform me further on the structure of a Pantomime style joke.

Websites:

https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/the-story-of-pantomime#:~:text=Pantomime's%20origins&text=By%20the%20early%2018th%20century,to%20music%20but%20without%20speech.&text=Harlequin%20was%20the%20star%20of,proved%20popular%20with%20paying%20audiences. – This website will inform my historical influences within my piece. This will give me a greater understanding of the past, origins and meanings within the art.

https://limelightscripts.co.uk/pantomime-format/ - This website gives me a good beginning format for writing my script. I will use this and my own ideas to create an accurate structure. 

Questionnaire: 

I will create a questionnaire to find out whether or not my viewers believe theatre inspired by pantomime can be engaging and entertaining without elaborate set or costume. 


