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What the ESDGC is not…
Effectively implementing Education for Sustainable 

Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) requires a 

comprehensive approach that integrates sustainability and 

global citizenship across all educational aspects. However, 

there are common pitfalls that can hinder the successful 

implementation of ESDGC. 

• Lack of comprehensive integration and participation 

• Insufficient training and support for educators

• Ignoring local and global contexts

• Failing to foster a whole school approach

• Overlooking the importance of partnerships

(Welsh Assembly Government, 2008)
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How has School A 
implemented the ESDGC affectively? 
All images from school A (Salter, 2024)



Right Respecting Schools awards  

School A has partnered with UNICEF to introduce the rights-respecting schools award 

initiative and achieved the gold award in the summer of 2023 (School A, 2024). School A 

is proactively incorporating the principles of children's rights into its policies and 

practices in line with the new curriculum for Wales. This concept is closely related to the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which delineates the 

rights and protections that every child is entitled to (Save the children, n.d.). 

Eco-Schools Wales 

In 2023, School A received its second Green Flag award from Eco-Schools, which promotes 

environmental awareness and sustainable practices within the community (School A, 2024). 

The program, overseen by the school's Eco Committee, encourages participation from all 

students, teachers, and the wider school community in activities related to environmental 

education, energy conservation, waste reduction, Fairtrade, and other initiatives (Keep Wales 

tidy, n.d.).Catherine Salter 2009547

(UNICEF, n.d.)

(Keep Wales tidy, n.d.).



Ashoka

Three years ago, School A became part of Ashoka, a global organization that 

identifies and assists social entrepreneurs. Through this partnership, students have 

connected with peers worldwide via Teams, discussing efforts to address global 

issues like climate change. These students, known as changemakers, advocate for 

policy changes to tackle social challenges, not only within their school but on a global 

scale (Ashoka, n.d.).

Collective worship
Collective worship at School A serves to promote community, moral and spiritual 

development, and shared values. It provides students with a daily opportunity to 

reflect on broader aspects of life, ethics, and personal growth. The school discusses 

various topics such as the Right of the week, cultural celebrations like Imbolc and the 

Chinese New Year Luna Festival, and current affairs (Picture news, 2024).
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(Ashoka, n.d.)

(Picture news, 2024)
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“I speak for the trees, for the 
trees have no tongues”

Seuss, 1971 (Twinkl, 2021)

“As many as 828 million people, 
about 10% of the global 

population 
regularly go to bed hungry”.

(Omer, 2023) 

“I have learned you are never 
too small to make a difference”
Thunberg, 2018 (Twinkl, 2021)

“We are all connected, we just 
haven’t met each other yet”

(Student A, 2024)

Conclusion
By proactively tackling the typical challenges and adopting a comprehensive 

strategy to integrate Education for Sustainable Development and Global 

Citizenship (ESDGC) throughout all aspects of school life, School A has 

successfully cultivated a learning environment that is both sustainable and 

globally conscious for all its students. This approach involves infusing the 

principles of sustainability and global citizenship into the fabric of the school's 

daily operations, curriculum, and extracurricular activities.

However, some teachers in school A are still adjusting to the successful 

Futures Curriculum and finding it challenging to integrate Education for 

Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) into their planning.
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