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[bookmark: _Toc125102195]Introduction
From 2020 all schools in the UK will have the requirement to teach first aid to students within both primary and secondary levels of education, this means prior to these years you may have missed out on the chance to learn about first aid, as I myself am one of those individuals who hasn’t had the opportunity to explore this subject feel it is near vital for it to be introduced in university level, not just for my course on Set Design and Production, but for anybody and any course to be able to take advantage of, then perhaps by shining light on this subject I can possibly bring more traction in helping this become an available resource in the university and available to all.

[bookmark: _Toc125102196]Research
As of the 19th of July 2017, the Department of Education have said that by late 2020 they will have introduced plans to make the teachings of health education a compulsory subject to learn within education, starting from primary schools there will be a requirement for the teaching staff to have RSE (Relationship and Sex Education) taught as part of their curriculum, in secondary schools there will be an extension to this with elements of the PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic education) being mandatory. Although this doesn’t necessarily include the teachings of First aid can be excluded from the program, sometimes overlooked for other aspects that concentrate on the more economic, personal and social side of the campaign, which means some schools can choose to overlook the teaching of first aid to prioritize another element.
‘Lives will be saved, and young people will benefit from developing skills that will build their character and strengthen community resilience. Thank you to all of our supporters whose campaigning has paved the way for a new generation of life savers. We look forward to working with the Department for Education and with schools up and down the country to ensure that young people’s health takes its important place on the curriculum.’ - Martin Houghton-Brown, Chief Executive (St. John Ambulance, n.d.) 
As I myself am currently within an industry that is filled with scenarios that require some first aid training/ trained employees I wonder why it isn’t a fixed learning topic specifically for our department, with the use of deadly chemicals and dangerous work tools it could only take a simple mistake that could lead to harm, of course we’ve had basic talks (which is basically common sense) of what not to do in situations “don’t drink the toxic chemicals”, “wear the correct PPE” etc. were not really educated on how to assess the situation as well as what to do during the situation to help, there have been cases in the workshop on campus where an individual had fainted resulting in many of the class freezing as they don’t know what to do in that situation, which depending on the situation itself can worsen the scenario as you don’t have an answer to what is actually happening, did the person faint?, are they having a seizure? Will they be ok? Are all questions that spring to mind, so why isn’t it a mandatory subject in some shape or form? Especially within our line of business.
Researching why people believe first aid isn’t necessary I managed to find a lot of repeated quotes going along the lines of the “I didn’t need it growing up” so nobody else needs this information, there are also a lot of response that mention how we don’t expect young children to make life and death decisions on the behalf of others, which is a good point we shouldn’t put people lives in the hand of children, but from all the responses I had seen the majority say how they don’t mind the decision being taken by someone nearing/ going into adulthood, surely that’s a good starting point, which is what I imagine led to the government’s decision to add it into the curriculum.
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Initially when deciding to focus on this topic I first wanted to find out how many people are in similar shoes to myself, who have missed out on the chance to learn this information, to do this I decided to create a questionnaire which focusses on the topic of First-aid teaching in university, alongside this question I would ask if they can recall where they received the information from, whether that be from their time in education (primary, secondary, college, etc.) or whether it was something they learned to do outside of education.
Link to the Google Form
I also added some questions within the questionnaire which have a relation to the individual who is taking the quiz and their respective industry path.
To obtain as many responses as possible I specifically chose to focus on people like myself within Set Design and Production course, but seeing how this topic could benefit the Acting and performing students I decided to send out the questionnaire vis means of forwarding it to everyone included within the GAM Creativity and Value Creation Google Teams group, this way I can also have proof of my sending out of the questionnaire as well as possibly receive feedback from the lecturers associated within this group who have more experience within their fields which can provide me with a better perspective on the matter.

[bookmark: _Toc125102198]Research Findings
As of the 15th of January 2023, which is when I am doing this portfolio, I managed to receive a total of 14 responses to the questionnaire, out of a total of 29 individuals, including students and lecturers, as I had created my questionnaire using Microsoft Forms, who after receiving responses can provide me with pie charts to visually show me the results
It also allowed me with the option to transfer all the responses into Microsoft Excel
Link to the responses
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After I had received and checked over the results I got confirmation that it wasn’t just me that hadn’t had the experience of learning some form of First-aid, the reason I find this interesting is because when I first pitched the idea to my fellow peers the majority of them had said they had learned it via means of education, with a small segment unsure if they had or hadn’t been taught the information, this then led me to question my idea slightly as it originally started as how First-aid should be mandatory at a certain level of education, later discovering that that is the case as of recently that this was the case.

[bookmark: _Toc125102199]Feedback
During a mock assessment of our ideas for the project brief we had a short presentation task in which we presented the idea as well as some information in relation to it to two faculty members, luckily for me the two faculty members are people from the industry I’m currently educating myself about, the two being both Stacey Jo Atkinson and someone who is in charge of the entire department, design students as well as acting, after presenting my initial idea within a 2/3 minute timeframe I had received the feedback about the idea being extremely relevant to discussion that the department were having, this led me to adapt and specify my idea to be specifically tailored to our university and/ or other universities as appose to it being for all educational facilities. 
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5. (If no) do you think a refreshers course would help boost this confidence?
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6. (on a scale of 1-10) do you think your chosen industry benefit from having mandatory first-aid teaching?
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7. Do you think first aid would benefit you as an employee in your respective industry?
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