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Isaiah chapters 40-66 (Second or Deutero Isaiah) are often dealt with independently and separately in commentators.  The literature of this section, its metaphors, similes, imagery are among the finest in antiquity.  There are very many commentaries on this section;  among the classics are Claus Westermann’s commentary.  You will find this commentary referred to often in your reading in this unit.
It is best, first, to have an overview of these chapters before focussing on particular chapters.  Several of the readings provide this, such as J. Oswalt’s ‘Who were the Addresses of Isaiah 40-66?’ and R. Albertz’s ‘The First Edition of Deutero-Isaiah’.  N. Whybray’s ‘Isaiah 40-66’ gives a very fine overview of the themes of Second Isaiah while G. Emmerson does the same for chapters 56-66 (see article provided). 
Once you have acquainted yourself with a general overview, there are several excellent articles that concentrate on specific issues, chapters and verses:
(Isaiah 40):  W. Brueggeman, ‘ Isaiah 40’ 
(Isaiah 55):  S. Paganini, ‘Who Speaks in Isaiah 55?’
(Isaiah 56:1-8):  J. Wright, ‘King and Eunuch’.
(Isaiah 56:1-8):  A. Schuele, ‘Between Text and Sermon’.
(Isaiah 59-63):  M. Lynch, ‘Zion’s Warriers’. 
(Isaiah 65): R. Schultz, ‘Isaiah’s New Heavens and Earth’.
(Isaiah 66):  C. Westermann, ‘Isaiah 66’.

M. Smith has a fine chapter on Monotheism in Isaiah 4-55 in The Origins of Biblical Monotheism while there is a chapter on the inclusive perspective on salvation for all nations in J. O’Collins, Salvation for All: God’s Other Peoples.  Finally J. Blenkinsopp has an article on ‘The Cosmological Language of Deutero-Isaiah’. 


