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The Phantom Of The Opera                                                              Andrew Lloyed Webber ( 1948 - ) 
Wishing You Were Somehow Here Again                                      Charles Hart ( 1961 - ) 

Composer Andrew Lloyed Webber is well known for this show, it is the longest running show on broadway until recently. Currently the production is still running on the Londons West End and will finish its run in March 2024. Andrew Lloyed Webber worked collectively with Charles Hart who is well known for his involvement with musical theatre and Opera. Also working closely alongside British lyricist and broadcaster Richard Stilgoe , he’s very notable for the work and fundraising he does with charities. In 1980 he started The Alchemy foundation which was supported by funding from royalties and his productions of The Phantom of The Opera and starlight express. He also founded the Orpheus centre which offered experiences of the arts to young performers with disabilities.
The musical is based on the novel by Gaston Leroux. It Follows the Romantic and dramatic story of the Phantom a talent that lives deep beneath the Paris Opera House.He unfortunately avoids people due to his awful facial deformity. However, Phantom takes a youthful, young woman Christine. Whom is a soprano, and he guides and grooms her. All this while he is falling gruelling and utterly into a deep love with Christine. The song is performed in the middle of the second act of the musical. In it Christine is grieving the loss of her father. Christine sings in the graveyard on the fateful night before her performance that will decide her fate. In the (2004 version) of the film that is based on the musical, Christine goes on a journey throughout the gravestones in the graveyard and is singing about her longing to be with her father. It has been seven years since his passing, and It's evident in the structure of the lyrics how lonely and lost she is feeling without him “you were once a friend and father, then my world was shattered”.  It is evident that Christine can’t give herself closure. In the musical Christine's father told her when he was in heaven that he would send her an ‘Angel of music’ and so he did. Christine went to the Paris Conservatoire where she trained for four years to become an opera singer, this was to please her Mama Valérius her adoptive mother and also her father Gustave Daee. Unfortunately, at the end of her training she was no longer interested in pursuing singing. Until later on when Christine went to the Opera Garnier the Opera house, and she sung. Bitter comments were given that she was very much “sounding like a rusty hinge”. Despite this Erik, The Phantom, was attending the opera house and found that she has something special hidden within her voice. Phantom wanted to tutor her to bring out her beauty. Erik declared to Christine that he was the ‘Angel of music’ that her father had sent. Believing Erik, she let him tutor her into relighting her beautiful voice.























Kiss Of the Spider Woman                                                                                         John Kander (1927 - )
Kiss Of the Spider Woman                                                                                         Fred Ebb (1928 – 2004 )

American composer John Kander , is known for his work in the musical theatre industry. He and Fred Ebb worked closely together in there career. They were both known for writing “New York , New York” the theme from the musical New York. Fred Ebb is famous for his lyrics in Cabaret , Chicago , Flora and the red menace , and many more musicals.
In the libretto of The kiss of a spider woman it musically takes us through a journey of how the spider woman is always there awaiting for Molina. This Is supported through lyrics “aching to move but your caught in the web of the spider woman”. The musical explores The spider woman metaphorically as being a literal spider , however this is not the case. She is in reality a goddess that is summoned by Molina to hep him survive in prison. This song pre emts Molinas death. During the song Aroura(the spider woman) is singing about how “certain or later there sooner to meet”  she has ahold of Molina and has him “caught in the Webb” he “cannot escape”. Even Molinas love can’t stop the spider woman from capturing Molina and sticking him with a deadly Kiss.
Novel, film, book and musical. The birth of The Spider Woman started out from Manuel Puigs published novel of kiss of the spider woman, 1976. It was written in Spanish and later translated into English.The structure of this novel is strange as the story is written entirely in dialogue, Puig uses unusual writing techniques of dialogue and also the stream of consciousness to heavily highlight the themes of homosexuality and political revolution.
The song is performed in act two, at the very end of the musical. Kiss of the spider woman recounts the tail of persecution into an eye-opening spectacle that shows the bitter reality of the liberal fantasies between two very contrasting cell mates. They are in a famous Latin American prison which is very well known in their area. It involves Valentin, a strong individual and journalist who is going through torture in prison, and Molina, a homosexual doing their time of eight years for corrupting a minor.
In this musical Molina hears the seducing, beckoning voice of the Spider Woman. At this time Valentin had been beaten and is unconscious, the guards chucked him into the same cell as Molina. Stunned by the condition of his new cell mate. Molina summons Aurora his goddess who helps him to deeply escape into his own creative fantasies. In the cell Molina tells the story of how when he was a child, he dedicated hours to being at the cinema watching movies. He was capable to watch them because of his mother, she worked there as an usher. He confides to Valentin about his deep passion for films and movies. His favourite was the special movie star Aurora, who he admires deeply. Molina cherishes all of her movies but one, the one where Aurora played the spider woman. The woman of death, she can kill you with a kiss. He truly did believe that the spider woman is real in reality and he consistently claims that he has seen her in prison.
There are two versions to how Molina dies.the first being that once he gets released from prison, he is murdered whist trying to help Valentin connect with his political alliances. Moreover, how Molina is already in heaven, however there hallucinating and he looks down from heaven and we see flashbacks to all the events he has had on earth. It concludes with the spider woman swooping in with her deadly kiss. That is the story of the spider woman and how she guided and influenced Molina to peruse his life in prison.






Wicked                                                                                   Stephan Schwartz (1948 - )
The wizard and I

Wicked, One of the biggest commercial successes on broadway from 2003 through till today. Based on Gregory Maguires bestselling (1995) novel: Wicked the life and times of the wicked witch of the west. Wicked recounts the story of two young girls Elphaba and Glinda who are in the same doom rooms at Shiz university.Both girls are struggling to have a relationship with each other because of their opposing personalities, having the same love interest and also there contrasting viewpoints. However, they shockingly by the end become the two most unlikely of friends.
The American composer and lyricist Stephan Schwartz has written major hit musicals this being Wicked, two-time Grammy winner Godspell and also Pippin.Schwartz has also contributed lyrics for a number of different, successful films. Including Enchanted, Pocahontas, The Prince of Egypt and The Hunchback of Notre Dame. His stage musical wicked received a Grammy for the cast album. In 2008 Schwartz alongside Wicked reached there 1900th performance, making him the first composer and songwriter to have a show running for more than 1900 performances.
This song is in the first act and is the third song performed in the musical. It begins with Madame Morrible , Elphabas headmistress noticing Elphaba and her special talents, and guiding her to a meeting with the wizard.Elphaba believes that the wizard is genuine and that he can help her with the problems she faces, to her surprise we later find out that it’s the wizard behind her problems. Elphaba sings this song before she meets with the wizard. It starts with Madame Morrible telling her that with her hard work she can predict that she will be the wizards “magic grand vizier”.  Elphabas journey throughout is she is singing about herself and how when she is with the wizard, she will be the greatest of oz. Elphaba wants recognition and redemption, this is supported by the lyrics “And all of oz have to love you when by the wizard your aclaimed”. Furthermore, she expresses a wish that the wizard one day will ‘degreenify’ her.Elphaba believes that because of the colour of her green skin this is the root cause of impediment in her quest for admiration and love.Reflecting the idea of de-greenification she sings ‘that’s not important to me’ however we evidently know that its significantly important to her. Elphabas idea of being normal is greatly important throughout the song and plot.
Structurally the music features the theme “unlimited” in the piece Elphaba foretells that there be a celebration throughout oz, however she is unaware that this will lead to her death. Another characteristic is that of the libretto, the word “good” is seen multiple times during the show and it refers to both Glinda, the good which and Elphaba the wicked witch of the west. It also factors elements of the song “making good” which was originally cut from final drafts, however, is still melodically heard in duration of the musical.
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