[bookmark: _Toc303070346]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000-word project:       
OR                   
4,000-word project and presentation:  

	NAME: CARMEN JONES

	STUDENT ID No.: 2236339

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
[bookmark: _Hlk189471125]Are Victims of Domestic Violence safeguarded against perpetrators during the police investigation process?

INTRODUCTION:

Currently in the UK it is reported by the Office of the High Commissioner that violence against women is a national threat (United Nations, 2024). One in four women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime and a woman is killed by a man every three days. There is a momentous movement throughout the UK and Wales aiming to protect women and girls. 

Throughout my employment as a police officer, I have always felt perturbed when providing a suspected perpetrator of domestic violence, a sheet of paper with instructions preventing them from attending an area, address of having contact with the victim. To make this request based on good will and the hope that these instructions will be adhered to, when in most cases the suspect is not insubordinate and contemptuous. 

The Victims Commissioner Vera Baird welcomed Kay’s Law reform in 2021 a move by the Home Secretary to further safeguard victims when deciding on bail. (Police to implement strict bail conditions on domestic abuse and sexual violence suspects under new measures).

The Welsh Government have published a policy and strategy document from the Minister for Social Justic Jane Hutt, Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (VAWDASV) outlining plans to work with organisations with the aim of making Wales one of the safest places to be a woman, (Welsh Government, 2022).

This proposal suggests an exploratory approach to gain knowledge and understanding of the current practices when dealing with a victim of Domestic Violence through the criminal justice system. The researcher will attempt to establish if the current practice is sufficient when identifying a victim of Domestic abuse and if the current support and safeguarding provides refuge for the victim. 
Inspiration for this research is following an input received on public protection and managing victims through the Criminal Justice System whereby a domestic abuse victim Rachel Williams provided an insight from a victim’s perspective on the abuse she endured and failings by the system that subsequently led to her being shot by her husband who was on bail. During the input by the founder of Stand Up to Domestic Abuse, Rachel Williams referred to the current Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment assessment tool as being not fit for purpose. There is currently an ongoing petition to review licenses given to perpetrators of domestic violence, so victims are protected, (Williams, 2022). 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The aim of this research is to carry out:- 

An evaluation on current safeguarding measures implemented by the police force.

Identify gaps in protection within the current system.

Investigate if further interagency collaboration can monitor perpetrators.

Identify if the current Domestic Abuse Risk Assessment, provides sufficient evidence, to identify a perpetrator of domestic abuse? (Domestic Abuse Risk Assessment (DARA) Frequently asked questions, 2022)

To achieve the above, the researcher will collate relevant and up to date data to identify current statistics of perpetrators who offend whilst on bail. 
Conduct a review of the current DASH questionnaire to identify its relevance and if questions should be amended or further should be incorporated. 
Identify and review current means of monitoring offenders and perpetrators and explore the cost and viability of utilising the electronic monitoring system by means of tackling DV perpetrators who offend on bail.  


	LITERATURE REVIEW:


Police and Crime commissioner wants to address Violence against women and girls. 
The researcher will review Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill 2021 and the Home Office to obtain qualitive data to support the research.
On the 25 October 2022 as part of the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act, Kays Law the Domestic Violence Prevention Act was introduced. The act is designed to prevent abusers from continuing to inflict harm on their victims (sharonb, 2023). It is centred around a proactive approach when Police Constables are responding to incidents to allow for protective orders to be granted, which can be used to stop perpetrators from contacting or approaching their victims. The research will analyse the current legislation focusing on the Domestic DASH questionnaire to obtain an understanding if the current method is fit for purpose. 
According to BBC 2024 it is reported that failings in the current system led to the death of Emma Baillie who was murdered by her abusive partner. This information is supported by Rachel Williams a leading advocate campaigning against domestic abuse and a survivor. Understanding what areas failed will allow the researcher to identify if any further steps could be taken to prevent further incidents reoccurring. 

Information obtained from Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) report by the Victims Commissioner to collate information evidence identifying deficiency of protection for victims including College of Policing and the Independent Office for Police Conduct. 

The research will analyse information obtained from the Violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence: strategy 2022 to 2026

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

According to Mo Naser Smart Survey, on August 19, 2024, it was identified that carrying out a survey allows for effective data collection, maintain respondent anonymity and encourage honesty whilst proving to be a cost-effective form of data collection, (Naser, 2024).
This research will include data abstracted from a survey.
Questions will be general and not personal to experiences with victims. 
Through creating a survey, the research will be able to identify if there is a wider issue, or if the incidents are isolated. 
This means of obtaining information is not invasive to victims, it adheres to data protection and does not breach any GDPR. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

By creating a questionnaire and requesting the input from fellow colleagues to identify professional views relating to the current system and if it is working. By maintaining a policing task force there should be a shared experience to obtain accurate and honest feedback.

This means of obtaining information is not invasive to victims, it adheres to data protection and does not breach GDPR. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

This research will be based on voluntary participation, participants will be able to opt in or out of the study at any point. The identities of the participants will remain anonymous. Personal identifiable data will not be collected. Gender or role will not be included to protect the anonymity of participants.
Participants will be informed what the study is about and provided with my supervisor’s contact information, to support informed consent and the research will take approval from the university. 

	TIME SCALE:

06/02/2025 – 06/10/25
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