Study and Employment skills – Networking/Computing
Networking requires a wide variety of different technical and soft skills. Which are not uniquely exclusive for Networking, but for the wider IT industry. Which makes them curial to learn and improve throughout a person's career and educational journey.
Soft skills can come in all different forms. From communication with IT personnel and customers that keep systems online and working optimally; to being adaptable and rigorous, so time management can be optimized during hard deadlines and that every require is matched during all the various stages of completely professional projects. [1]
[bookmark: _Int_exKRGuqv]Furthermore, being able to strategically think and work across multiple fields will allow innovative ideas to implemented and communicated over a much larger area of an organization. Lastly, being able to manage stress under heavy workload; while keeping the core skills like [2] responability, teamwork, self-motivation, flexibility, and problem solving all under control is the most kill crucial s anyone can learn.
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Figure 1. Essential soft skills for networking [2].
On the other side, there are technical skills. Which are directly intertwined with the career pathway of choice by individual. Computer networking embraces a large sector, that creates the need to have a broad ability to understand different concepts all tied together at once. 
[3] Furthermore, being able to work with operating systems like Linux and Windows are simply basic skills needed to manage a network. With network fundamentals like IPv4 and IPv6 address, routing, switching, and computing protocols within the OSI layers (TCP/IP, DHCP and DNS) create the foundation skills needed to operate and maintain a network.
[4, p. 12,14] Lastly, learning numbering systems which create the backbone of computers. Like bits, bytes and even nibbles are an essential skill. As for example IP and Mac address use these systems to calculate the different address across all networks.
Analysing popular AI tools.
Across the modern IT landscape, there are a cluster of different AI tools. That are standalone [5] like OpenAI's ChatGPT, Google Gemini, Microsoft Copilot and Claude. That all offer a collection of distinct functions the tools can be used for. From completing research, to writing code from scratch, to asking everyday questions. But they all have they pros and cons.
Furthermore, there are AI tools bring incorporated directly into Software. With creative software like Canva and the Adobe suite, helping create art more efficient. With tools like GitHub Copilot allowing for the creation of code to be automated.
Best use.
· [5] ChatGPT, gives high-quality responses for any questions asked; though their industry leading AI in an easy and accessible format for all audiences.
· [5] Google Gemini, offers excellent value for money with their free plan including premium models; along with top grade image creation through Nano Banana.
· [5] Microsoft Copilot, has the largest and most integrated library with features in all of their software and directly included within Windows 11 and can even complete 3D modelling along with many other tasks.
Microsoft Copilot Usability. 
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Using a question with an image to generate an answer.
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Copilot, able to evaluate the created network.
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Suggesting improvements and the benefits from the new configuration.
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The enhanced final topology from Microsoft Copilot.
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1. Separate Wired and Wireless Traffic with VLANs
Currently,all devices appear to be on the same network.

Consider creating VLANS:

AN Devices
VIAN 10 PCs (PCO, PC1, PC2)
VIAN 20 Printer
VAN 30 Wireless Devices
VLAN 99 Management

Benefits

- Reduces broadeast raffic.
+ Improves performance

+ Increases secuity.

- Makes troubleshooting easier
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The Top 10 Soft Skills
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Looking at the network topology in your Cisco Packet Tracer diagram:

Current Design

« 1 Wireless Router
« 1Switch (2960-24TT)

+ 3 Wired PCs

« 1 Network Printer

« 1Laptop (wireless)

+ 2 Smartphones (wireless)

The topology is a basic star network, which is a good starting point, but several improvements could
make it more effcient, secure, and scalable.
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Recommended Final Topology
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Using the image given how could it be improve to create a more efficient
network




