Discuss the nature and direction of your chosen discipline and their relationship within the wider range of humanities. 

The humanities are defined as a variety of subjects that concern themselves with the nature, behaviour and abilities of humanity. The subjects that are included in the humanities are history, ancient history, classics, philosophy, and creative writing. This essay will discuss the nature of history. This essay will also look at the direction of history through the scope of the benefits and dangers of Artificial Intelligence, funding towards history and the wider humanities, and the threat of dwindling numbers of people taking up history in higher education. This essay will also show the relationship of history within the wider range of humanities and how it differs to the physical and social sciences. 
The modern view on the humanities can be derived from Ancient Greece as the paideia, which was the course of general education in Ancient Greece[footnoteRef:1]. The paideia included subjects such as rhetoric, mathematics and philosophy, and helped to prepare young men to be inclusive citizens in the city state[footnoteRef:2]. The Humanities can also be derived from the nine muses in Ancient Greece. These muses are: Calliope, the muse of poetry, Clio, the muse of history, Erato, the muse of lyric, Euterpe, the muse of music, Melpomene, the muse of tragedy, Polymnia, the muse of sacred poetry, Terpsichore, the muse of dancing, Thalia, the muse of comedy, and Urania, the muse of astronomy[footnoteRef:3]. This can be defined as one of the origins of the modern day humanities as each of the muses show part of what it means to be human.  [1:  Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [2:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [3:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]] 

After Ancient Greece, the Romans reformed and adapted the nine muses into the seven liberal arts. These seven liberal arts were split up into the trivium and the quadrivium[footnoteRef:4]. The three liberal arts in the trivium were: grammar, rhetoric, and logic[footnoteRef:5]. The four liberal arts in the quadrivium were: Arithmetic, Geometry, Astronomy, and Music[footnoteRef:6]. These seven liberal arts came from Plato’s work on The Republic. Plato believed that the seven liberal arts should be part of the core education[footnoteRef:7].  [4:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [5:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [6:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [7:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]] 

The Humanities went through a major reformation during the Renaissance in the 15th century[footnoteRef:8]. In this time the humanities started to be regarded less as core education and something to practice, and rather as subjects to learn and study[footnoteRef:9]. In the 15th century Italian humanists used the term ‘studia humanitatis’ or study of humanities to classify literary and scholarly subjects such as grammar, history and philosophy[footnoteRef:10].  [8:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [9:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [10:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]] 

In the 19th century the influence of the humanities had expanded and the humanities started to distance itself from the physical sciences[footnoteRef:11]. The German philosopher Wilhelm Dilthey said in the 19th century that the humanities were the human sciences and described the humanities as differing areas of knowledge that lay outside of the physical sciences[footnoteRef:12]. In the 20th century Heinrich Rickert added to this and argued that the humanities are not concerned with finding one clear answer, such as laws in Physics, but is more concerned in looking at the value of different ideas and interpretations[footnoteRef:13]. [11:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [12:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [13:  Ibid: Brittanica, Humanities, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]] 

The discipline of history can be defined as the study or record of events in the past. The scope of the subject of history includes every aspect of the past of humanity. There are many different periods of history that is studied, the main periods that are studied are Ancient History, Medieval History and Modern History. Studying history allows for the learning of transferable skills such as evaluating evidence, analytical and critical thinking, formulating arguments, and Independent work and Teamwork. History is concerned with analysing, describing, and explaining historical data[footnoteRef:14]. Historians use knowledge from past events and other historians to create their own viewpoint[footnoteRef:15]. In history, historical events need to be re-evaluated as time continues due to the discovery of knowledge and the formation of new ideas[footnoteRef:16]. History is also a present projection of the past as historical interpretations of a historical event are based on what information a historian had at the time[footnoteRef:17]. [14:  IJNRD, Understanding the Nature and Subject Matter of History: A Critical Analysis, 2019, <https://www.ijnrd.org/papers/IJNRD1902012.pdf>, p65, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [15:  Ibid: IJNRD, Understanding the Nature and Subject Matter of History: A Critical Analysis, 2019, <https://www.ijnrd.org/papers/IJNRD1902012.pdf>, p65, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [16:  Ibid: IJNRD, Understanding the Nature and Subject Matter of History: A Critical Analysis, 2019, <https://www.ijnrd.org/papers/IJNRD1902012.pdf>, p65, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [17:  Ibid: IJNRD, Understanding the Nature and Subject Matter of History: A Critical Analysis, 2019, <https://www.ijnrd.org/papers/IJNRD1902012.pdf>, p67, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]] 

The main difference between history and the physical sciences is the methods in which it is carried out. The way in which the physical sciences such as chemistry, physics and biology are carried out is due to something called the scientific method. The scientific method is an approach in which all physical sciences use to find a definitive answer to a problem. The scientific method is a step by step approach to find an answer. This method starts with the observation of a problem or something we don’t understand, a hypothesis is then created to explain the issue, before an experiment is performed to test and hopefully prove the hypothesis correct[footnoteRef:18]. The results of this experiment is then analysed and a conclusion is drawn based on the analysis. This method is then repeated to find out whether the experiment is repeatable or not[footnoteRef:19]. This is much different to the way answers are found in history and the wider humanities. History and the wider humanities uses interpretations, this is where an opinion is formed based on descriptions, analysis and evaluations of multiple sources, as well as the formation of past events[footnoteRef:20]. History and the wider humanities also use critical thinking to create an interpretation[footnoteRef:21]. Another difference between the physical sciences and history is that the physical sciences do not look at a problem from a human perspective, whereas history does. [18:  Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, Scientific Method, 2021, <https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/scientific-method/>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [19:  Ibid: Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, Scientific Method, 2021, <https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/scientific-method/>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [20:  NCSU, What is Historical Interpretation?, Unknown, <https://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/slatta/hi216/hist_interp.htm>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [21:  Ibid: NCSU, What is Historical Interpretation?, Unknown, <https://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/slatta/hi216/hist_interp.htm>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]] 

History and the Social sciences also has differences, history is considered more as part of the humanities rather than as part of the social sciences as the social sciences uses scientific methods to answer questions on human behaviour. 
History is always adapting and changing as time goes on, one main direction that history is going in is AI. AI also known as Artificial Intelligence is an information processing technology that processes data in a way that it seems intelligent and human[footnoteRef:22]. Artificial Intelligence can appear intelligent as it can resemble aspects of learning, perception and reasoning[footnoteRef:23]. Due to this when AI is asked a question it will answer it in a way that resembles a human. Artificial intelligence can be used in a number of ways such as in content generation, this use of AI is called Generative AI. Generative AI is Artificial Intelligence technology that generates new content from prompts given by a human[footnoteRef:24]. This type of AI will collect data from places such as webpages and social media to train itself[footnoteRef:25]. AI and Generative AI can be good for history and the humanities but it can also be a threat to them. From a historical perspective, Generative AI can be a threat to history as deepfake technology can be used to change visuals and audio of a video to falsify its content[footnoteRef:26]. AI can also be used to invent facts and create false narratives[footnoteRef:27]. People can manipulate Artificial Intelligence to spread hate speech and harmful content online[footnoteRef:28]. This is threatening towards history as it can change other peoples perception of a historical event. AI is also likely to oversimplify historical events and can miss out key facts[footnoteRef:29]. One example of the threat AI poses towards history is fake narratives and deepfakes of the Holocaust. A BBC investigation found that spammers were using social media to post AI generated images of the holocaust online[footnoteRef:30]. These AI generated images were liked and shared thousands of times, the belief of the authenticity of these images alter peoples perception of the holocaust[footnoteRef:31].  [22:  UNESCO, AI and the Holocaust: Rewriting History?, 2024, <https://wjc-org-website.s3.amazonaws.com/horizon/assets/HsVJmuN5/ai-and-the-holocaust_final-1.pdf>, p7, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [23:  Ibid: UNESCO, AI and the Holocaust: Rewriting History?, 2024, <https://wjc-org-website.s3.amazonaws.com/horizon/assets/HsVJmuN5/ai-and-the-holocaust_final-1.pdf>, p7, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [24:  Ibid: UNESCO, AI and the Holocaust: Rewriting History?, 2024, <https://wjc-org-website.s3.amazonaws.com/horizon/assets/HsVJmuN5/ai-and-the-holocaust_final-1.pdf>, p7, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [25:  Ibid: UNESCO, AI and the Holocaust: Rewriting History?, 2024, <https://wjc-org-website.s3.amazonaws.com/horizon/assets/HsVJmuN5/ai-and-the-holocaust_final-1.pdf>, p7, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [26:  Ibid: UNESCO, AI and the Holocaust: Rewriting History?, 2024, <https://wjc-org-website.s3.amazonaws.com/horizon/assets/HsVJmuN5/ai-and-the-holocaust_final-1.pdf>, p3, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [27:  Ibid: UNESCO, AI and the Holocaust: Rewriting History?, 2024, <https://wjc-org-website.s3.amazonaws.com/horizon/assets/HsVJmuN5/ai-and-the-holocaust_final-1.pdf>, p3, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [28:  Ibid: UNESCO, AI and the Holocaust: Rewriting History?, 2024, <https://wjc-org-website.s3.amazonaws.com/horizon/assets/HsVJmuN5/ai-and-the-holocaust_final-1.pdf>, p3, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [29:  Ibid: UNESCO, AI and the Holocaust: Rewriting History?, 2024, <https://wjc-org-website.s3.amazonaws.com/horizon/assets/HsVJmuN5/ai-and-the-holocaust_final-1.pdf>, p3, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [30:  BBC, BBC Reveals Web of Spammers Profiting from AI Holocaust Images, 2025, <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg4xjk1g1xo>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [31:  Ibid: BBC, BBC Reveals Web of Spammers Profiting from AI Holocaust Images, 2025, <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg4xjk1g1xo>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]] 

However, there are good uses of AI in areas of history such as teaching. AI and Generative AI can be used for immersion in history. AI generated images if used in an educational setting can be used as illustrations to enhance learning history rather than distort peoples’ perception of it[footnoteRef:32]. The use of AI in the classroom for the purpose of immersion can enrich students experience and make it more enjoyable[footnoteRef:33]. This use of AI can help combat another issue facing the future of history, which is the number of people taking history in higher education. Enriching peoples experience and making students enjoy history could increase the numbers of people deciding to take history in higher education. Using AI in a classroom can be used to help people learn history, this is a good thing for the future of history as it could diversify historical interpretations and give a wider range of viewpoints[footnoteRef:34]. Using AI in teaching could also increase knowledge retention in students[footnoteRef:35]. [32:  ResearchGate, Critical Thinking and AI: Enhancing History Teaching through ChatGPT Simulations, 2025, <https://www.researchgate.net/publication/388677159_Critical_thinking_and_AI_Enhancing_history_teaching_through_ChatGPT_simulations>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [33:  Ibid: ResearchGate, Critical Thinking and AI: Enhancing History Teaching through ChatGPT Simulations, 2025, <https://www.researchgate.net/publication/388677159_Critical_thinking_and_AI_Enhancing_history_teaching_through_ChatGPT_simulations>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [34:  Ibid: ResearchGate, Critical Thinking and AI: Enhancing History Teaching through ChatGPT Simulations, 2025, <https://www.researchgate.net/publication/388677159_Critical_thinking_and_AI_Enhancing_history_teaching_through_ChatGPT_simulations>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [35:  Ibid: ResearchGate, Critical Thinking and AI: Enhancing History Teaching through ChatGPT Simulations, 2025, <https://www.researchgate.net/publication/388677159_Critical_thinking_and_AI_Enhancing_history_teaching_through_ChatGPT_simulations>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]] 

Funding is another big issue for the study of humanities as time goes on. In countries such as the United Kingdom and United States funding for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) and Research and Development are prioritised over the humanities. In the United States, for example, the funding bodies are made up of two parties: Federal funding and Business funding[footnoteRef:36]. These funding bodies define what is considered valid and valuable knowledge and what professional standards and public expectations are, as a basis for how much funding a discipline gets[footnoteRef:37]. Disciplines that do not generate knowledge at a good speed are considered ‘Armature Fields’ and would be given less funding[footnoteRef:38]. Disciplines that also have no potential in business will likely get all funding from the federal government rather than from business funding[footnoteRef:39]. This is due to business funding looks for the return of their finances on their investment rather than any contribution to knowledge[footnoteRef:40]. Out of the $54 billion of research in United States higher education that is funded by the federal government, only $69 million is given to research in the humanities[footnoteRef:41]. That is only 0.13% of the total funding on research given to United States higher educational institutes[footnoteRef:42]. This is a problem for the humanities as without enough funding, fewer human knowledge is discovered.  [36:  Cambridge University Press, Humanities Decline in Darkness: How Humanities Research Funding Works, 2024, <https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/article/humanities-decline-in-darkness-how-humanities-research-funding-works/54F12CB0DB7D07F93C2B28CDBDB70453>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [37:  Ibid: Cambridge University Press, Humanities Decline in Darkness: How Humanities Research Funding Works, 2024, <https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/article/humanities-decline-in-darkness-how-humanities-research-funding-works/54F12CB0DB7D07F93C2B28CDBDB70453>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [38:  Ibid: Cambridge University Press, Humanities Decline in Darkness: How Humanities Research Funding Works, 2024, <https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/article/humanities-decline-in-darkness-how-humanities-research-funding-works/54F12CB0DB7D07F93C2B28CDBDB70453>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [39:  Ibid: Cambridge University Press, Humanities Decline in Darkness: How Humanities Research Funding Works, 2024, <https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/article/humanities-decline-in-darkness-how-humanities-research-funding-works/54F12CB0DB7D07F93C2B28CDBDB70453>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [40:  Ibid: Cambridge University Press, Humanities Decline in Darkness: How Humanities Research Funding Works, 2024, <https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/article/humanities-decline-in-darkness-how-humanities-research-funding-works/54F12CB0DB7D07F93C2B28CDBDB70453>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [41:  Ibid: Cambridge University Press, Humanities Decline in Darkness: How Humanities Research Funding Works, 2024, <https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/article/humanities-decline-in-darkness-how-humanities-research-funding-works/54F12CB0DB7D07F93C2B28CDBDB70453>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]]  [42:  Ibid: Cambridge University Press, Humanities Decline in Darkness: How Humanities Research Funding Works, 2024, <https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/article/humanities-decline-in-darkness-how-humanities-research-funding-works/54F12CB0DB7D07F93C2B28CDBDB70453>, [Accessed: 24th October 2025]] 

In conclusion, there are large differences between the physical and social sciences and the humanities. The main difference is that the humanities does not use the scientific method to find an answer to a problem. This is because in history and the wider humanities the answer to a problem is not usually repeatable. There are also many threats towards the humanities and history in the future such as funding for research in the field of the humanities. Without proper funding there could be fewer discoveries of knowledge within the humanities. There are also other threats to the humanities such as the rise in popularity of Artificial Intelligence. The rise in popularity of Artificial Intelligence is a threat to the humanities and specifically history as false narratives can be created, audio and video can be manipulated, and images and videos can be created using prompts. This is a danger as it can alter peoples’ perception of history. However,  Artificial Intelligence can also be useful for history and the humanities in an educational setting. Using Artificial Intelligence in education can improve students knowledge retention as well as immerse and enrich students experiences of history. This use of Artificial Intelligence can also combat another problem for history and the humanities, which is the numbers of people taking up history in higher education. 
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