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Potential Research Focus Topics
Informed by BA2 end of placement report targets.

Target: Create a reward system to enthuse and encourage. Target: Seek and observe a range of behaviour management 
approaches.

What do I Know already?
Classcharts used to communicate positive/

negative behaviour back home.

House points system

Star chars

Post cards

Star of the week -  rewards with head teacher

Topics  within target:  
• Correlation between 

engagement & motivation with 
rewards.

• Impact on behaviour.
• Impact on classroom 

environment.
• Impact on collaboration in 

classroom.
• Pupil Confidence?

• Pupil exclusion from peers?

Target : Exploit  opportunities  for  outdoor     learning  and  real  
life  context .

Change of thinking?

Topics  within target:  
• Specific strategies
• Gender differences
• Impact on classroom 

environment
• Pupil exclusion from peers

• whole class / individual approach
• School relationship with home 

linking to pupil behaviour.
• Behaviour plans
• Interventions

What do I Know already?
Interventions -  ELSA, calm corners, outside 

agencies.

School work with carers to create behaviour 

plan.

Loss of break time for pupils.

Using pupil interests to motivate & encourage

Impact of teacher pupil relationship

Topics  within target:  
• Well - being & mental health 

impacts.
• Collaboration skills

• problem solving skills
• Forest schools

• Improve community links
• Support pupils to connect 

learning to life contexts.

What do I Know already?

Forest schools  intervention

Use of community spaces e.g parks & 

beaches

Support linking learning to life -  

recognising how topics link to their 

life & context.

• Reward systems & behaviour management can be linked and 

researched in one question.







Ethics & Consent

Who needs to give consent? How will I ask for consent?

• parent

• pupil

• head teacher?

• network lead?

• questionnaire respondants

How will participants right to withdraw be 
upheld?

What i need to prepare

Parental consent letter outlining:

• who am i 

• who I’m with

• my research question

• rationale 

• what data collecting where it will be stored -  confidentiality 

In questionnaire start with a statement outlining that by submitting 

responses participants are consenting to the use of their data.

• choose pupils who want to participate

• explain they can stop at any time -  use colour coded 

cards so pupils can show their comfort level.

• questionnaire -  explain at start that by submitting 

response participant is consenting to the use of their 

data.

• Create parental consent form

• create colour coded cards for pupil interviews -  with 

faces on them with different emotions.

• bias considerations



Designing a research question













Objectives:
·      To review the current literature on the impact of reward systems on pupil 
motivation and attitudes towards learning.
 
·      To observe and record how reward systems are used in a year 5 setting.
 
·      To conduct a semi - structured interview with the head teacher to explore the 
schools reward systems, policies, and rationale.
 
·      To create and distribute a questionnaire for teaching staff enquiring about their 
opinions and experiences regarding reward systems.
 
·      To conduct semi - structured group interviews with year 5 pupils to understand 
their opinions and experiences regarding reward systems.
 
To analyse qualitative and quantitative data through reflective thematic analysis.

Ethical Considerations:
• Consent
• Assent
• Confidentiality
• Anonymity
• Safegaurding
• Data protection + 

storage

Qualitative data collection 
methods:
• Semi - structured group pupil 

interviews.
• Semi - structured head 

teacher interview.
• Classroom observation

Personal target: 
Create a reward 
system to enthuse 
and encourage.

Quantitative data 
collection 
method:
Staff questionnaire 
via google forms.

Aims:
·      To explore how reward systems may influence pupil attitudes towards 
learning.
 
·      To explore the different types of reward systems used in Year 5 
classrooms.
 
·      To identify any impacts of reward systems on Year 5 pupils' attitudes 
towards learning.
 
·      To understand teacher and pupil perceptions of the effectiveness of 
reward systems in promoting positive attitudes towards learning.
 
·      To identify which reward systems most effectively support positive 
learning attitudes in a Year 5 setting.

How might school reward systems 
influence Year 5 pupils’ attitudes 

towards learning?
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