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In this essay, attention is directed to what key social elements impact on a learner’s ability to access education, the key social elements that this essay will be looking at will be poverty and discrimination, and the age group will be children aged 18 and under.  The essay will be looking at what poverty is and seeing what issues there are and then followed by what can be done to prevent this. Then it will be looking at what is discrimination, and what issues there are and then followed by what can be done to prevent this, and finally, the essay will come to a conclusion.  

Poverty is when there is low income or not being able to have something that someone else has and Kakwani (2006) noted that not only can it be focused on income but poverty is a very broad topic, and can focus on many other things.  Poverty can be a big concern of development for children and their education as they may find it difficult to access education due to the rules and policies that schools expect, due to the funding that schools have for the children or due to the circumstances at home.  The most successful way to tackle child poverty is to working with the families and Smith (2012) noted that by working with the families will widen opportunities for the parents and to encourage them to work and to earn some money.   

This article looks at the lack of resources in schools and the National Assembly of Wales (2018) noted that there were a lack of resources in schools for children due to funding, this could be a big increase on the children’s stress and anxiety levels as they may not have the support they need.  They also noted that it could have a big impact on those doing their exams, as it would put pressure on them.  To prevent this, it is important to ensure that all children have the resources they need to complete their work or exams and to meet their needs.  The National Assembly of Wales (2018) also noted that they would work with the company to ensure that the stock of the books and resources are delivered and that are stocked fully, and that the school secretary needs to clarify who is responsible for the stock of resources for the children and that they are to be fully stocked and checked regularly.  

This article looks at the lack of funding and that there has been lack of funding for arts education in schools and Adams (2019) noted that there is not enough resources available for children doing arts education and therefore can result in the children not having that experience that the schools want them to have.  This could impact on children who want to do arts education, and the resources are not there, therefore they are not able to access education in the way they would like too, this could make it difficult for the children to study what they want to.  By having this problem in schools would result in children not wanting to go to school, as they may not want to study what they do not want to study, or due to the subject not being available and no option for the child to learn different skills. To prevent this, Adams (2019) noted that the schools have ensured that arts education has been made compulsory for all children up to the age of fourteen in the National curriculum, and has put around nearly half a billion pounds into this for the children to have arts education and have that experience.  

A recent study also states that Stockport’s primary school are planning to cut Friday’s lessons due to funding and the BBC news (2019) noted that the funding is high to pay teachers therefore they were going to cut the Friday lesson and add ten minutes at the start and the finish of each day.  This would have a big impact on families who work during the day, and there was one parent who said that they already had to cut their hours due to the increase in price for breakfast club, and now they would have to cut their hours due to their child not being in school on that Friday.  This also would have an impact on the children’s routine, as there would be no routine for them on the Friday, and that children would be missing out on education. There is also a school in England that are considering cutting back on teaching hours to save money and Weaver et al. (2017) noted that the school is considering trimming back their lessons and cutting the Friday to save money.    Therefore, children will not be able to access education as the funding is not there for the children to have it, and some parents may not be able to pay for the club that they opened on the Friday, as it costs.  To prevent this, schools should provide their education as normal as some parents may work and not be able to look after their child on the Friday and there is no where else for the child to go. 

This article will look at how children will only have one hot meal a day when they are at school, and Adams (2018) noted that there were school closures around the area due to snow, but they kept that school open as they were in fear that the children on free school meals would not have a hot meal that day.  They felt that by keeping the school open would allow those who are in poverty and not able to afford a hot meal a chance to still have food and would benefit them, this shows that children and their families rely on the schools free school meals, and therefore this ensures their child has a hot meal and the right food that they need.  

Another article on the BBC news (2019) also noted that many parents are in the arrears as they have not payed their debt for the school meals, the school noted that the parents were advised to send their child with a packed lunch until their dept was paid.  This shows that not only children with free school meals have difficulty paying for this service as the parents find it hard to get money. This could have a big impact on children, by not having free school meals would result in the children missing out, or not going to school therefore, this would have an impact on their health and their education.  Children and their families need support if there is difficulty at home and Howard et al. (2017) suggested that children need that support when they are facing challenges at home, and also noted that the schools role plays an important part in an individuals life.  To prevent this, parents should be encouraged to pay on the day or set up a payment plan, as some parents are not able to pay there and then but should be given a payment plan towards the school.  By increasing the price will not benefit those who are in the arrears and will find it more difficult to pay as the price would have increased.  In the BBC news (2019) to remove the stigma, it was seen that schools were using an app to stop parents paying in the school to stop the stigma, this is a good idea and that schools should consider doing.  

The next point this essay will consider will be discrimination and there are three different types of discrimination and the Equality and Human Rights Commission (2019) noted that these are direct could be due to their race, sex or age, indirect could be due to certain group of people and discrimination arising from disability is down to the student or persons disability. There are many issues regarding discrimination, and it is important to recognise that everyone is equal, and the Legislation, equality Act (1981) noted that children with additional learning needs were to be catered for in mainstream school classes, but prior to the Warnock report Smith (2012) noted that the Warnock report believed children with additional learning needs were to be taught in a special school or units. 

This article looks at how school uniforms should be gender neutral and the BBC news (2019) noted that by having gender neutral school uniform would support those who are going through gender reassignment.  In the Equality and Human Rights Commission (2019) stated that children and young people have protected characteristics and one of these could be gender reassignment and these people are protected.  Therefore, in schools by having gender neutral uniform would encourage children to be who they are and not dress how everyone else should, gender neutral uniform can allow children to promote their wellbeing and this is what children should be encouraged to do.  A recent study also states that,  ‘black pupils schooling was dumbed down over special needs’, and the Richardson (2019) noted that children who were a different race, religion or belief were seen as children with special needs.  They also noted that there was research done to see if the cause was teacher racism and this was part of the answer, this shows that teachers discriminate against the race, religion or belief of the child.  The Equality and Human Rights Commission (2019) noted that every child has the right to the same quality education as every individual and should not be treated differently due to their characteristics, and also, The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) states that children have the right to choose their own religion or belief. To prevent this, every school should not discriminate, and therefore this may result in the child feeling left out of could then start to belief that there is something wrong with their characteristics.  This is something a child does not want to face, and therefore schools must be understanding of what the child’s race is.  

There is another study that looks at deaf children fall behind in school, and Sellgren (2019) noted that children fall behind due to them not having the support they need in the classroom.  One parent noted that it may be in the education plan but is it being delivered in the schools, and this was most parents fear. To prevent this, it is important in schools that the children have the support they need and that they achieve their targets.  

The Final, article will look at how girls playing football are seen as lesbians, this is discrimination against the child, and the Morgan (2018) noted that there was a school who told the child that it was not the recommended sport for a girl, the recommend sport was hockey or netball.  The teachers in the school said that it was seen as a boys sport, this was the child’s dream sport, and the child felt that this sport did not have much encouragement and that it needed more support in Wales.  This is classed as gender stereotyping and the UNCRC (1991) noted that every child has the right to play and rest and that children have the right to an opinion and adults must listen to them, for a child it can be very depressing and lead to mental health issues, to prevent this, schools must encourage sports for children and that it is gender neutral and therefore children can do what sport they like.

From the above discussion on what key social elements impact on a learner’s ability to access education, it follows that poverty and discrimination have a big impact on education today.  By looking at both key issues it shows that many children and families find it difficult to pay for school meals, therefore free school meals are supplied, but on the other hand looking at discrimination it shows that many children are being discriminated due to what sports they want to do or what race they are.  This can be a issue for children as this will lower their self-esteem, or they may become anxious of what people think about them. It is important to acknowledge that many schools face poverty issues, and that schools may need to close on the Friday due to funding, this would have an impact on the children’s development as the children will be missing out on one day of school, poverty can be due to the children and their families circumstances or the schools circumstances.  Overall, this essay rules out that poverty and discrimination is an issue today, and is still ongoing therefore it is important that schools work with the children and their families to ensure the children have the best education and support that is available to them.  
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