Critical Review of The Importance of Pedagogical Empiricism for Sensitizing University English Language Teachers in Arab Context
Introduction

The article states that English is the sole Foreign language in Saudi Arabia. And it inferred that Kolb's experiential learning model is a vital method for English language acquisition to university students there. Pedagogical empiricism has a good influence on teachers and stimulate students' participation in class by teachers. The Experiential Learning is one of the most widely known modern educational theories. Experiential Learning model first raised by David Kolb(1984). And he defined Experiential Learning Model as a four-stage process. It's no doubt that David Kolb's learning model has a big influence on language teaching. And nobody can underestimate Kolb’s achievements on the research for modern educational theories. The theory model can help students in language learning and it also states the corresponding abilities. Researchers have not treated the abilities in detail. And some questions that need to be asked, is whether the teachers have the awareness to implement the learning model practically or not. My study would have more interesting if it had included the perspective of students. The repetitive model devised by David Kolb of four cyclically parts, however we can get through from any-part. In order to explain the relationship between the four elements I put the cycle in regular order as follows：

(1) Concrete Experience (CE)

(2) Reflective Observation (RO)

(3) Abstract Conceptualizing (AC)

(4) Active Experimentation (AE)

We can also draw a cycle model from this theory:
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From David Kolb's learning cycle inventory, it infers the actions and abilities requirements from RO to AE.The learners or the students should practice for many times. So they can obey the principles and make their own learning cycle for their unique or similar experience. Try to think about that if the learners are ought to structure their own experiential learning cycle based on David Kolb's theory.

Critique

(1) Cognitive Skills of experience-based learning abilities.
Learning from the feelings and some specific experiences. As a English teacher we always put some jokes in vocabulary teaching to impress learners. Such as chicken and kitchen. For the early English Learners they never meet the problem on distinguishing the two words. On teacher's perspective, they just guess they will be confused with the pronunciation between them. The EFL teacher sets the input of specific experience as students' perspective. It can stimulate to relate some interesting jokes by practicing and thinking. Teachers give the extensive experienced resources. But it can not work if the students have not awareness of experience-based teaching. And To avoid lengthy, meaningless and single experience income, teachers need to plan and conduct a scene and situations to explain the points. We can add picture books, familiar stuff. Furthermore, go outside and create some specific teaching-target experience. After supermarket vocabulary teaching, please take your children to the supermarket and buy real foods there. They experienced so they know what the food categories are and how you can quickly find what you want. Experience on acting is a most impressive motivation for some visual learners. That’s the concrete experience.

Reflective Observation Abilities

The reflective observation includes some comments and thoughts from the beginning point. In EFL class, it requires your listening skills and sympathy ability. The learners should find what are the most important part in the experience-based teaching and give the effective feedback. They don't have much experience in English learning for some learners and can not give the feedback freely. "The concept of experiential learning really means learning by reflection on the experience" quoted from Boreham (1987). That definitely shows learners will make the same mistakes without correct reflection on their fore experiences. From learner perspective, the most important ability in this step is to develop their thinking skills. It’s vital for themselves to assume and give more possibilities on their experience feedbacks. It will be cut off from the halfway of the learning cycle if the learners can not develop their independent mind. Not all the experience has the same reflection. The diversity functions by diversity of the learners.

Abstract Conceptualizing abilities

"Learning involves some logic and ideas than feeling of understanding the problems or the situations, It is typical to follow systematic planning and development of theories and ideas for solving problems" Quoted from Kolb. Specific description on your experience-based learning. The students are supposed to create their own methodology to solve other learning problems. This is also a high-level requirement for learners. It’s a high-level requirement for learners to achieve.You can draw out your own experience-conceptual process if you are good at drawing while you can interact with others if you are good at speaking. The learners can’t return the experience and to the conceptual if they don’t have some abilities.The more abilities learners should own with the experience passing.It’s also require the learners to develop their cognitive skills in this sector.

Active Experimenting Abilities

The learners should evaluate tasks and make the right decisions to change the situation. Compare as the fore part. It takes more important on practical approach built. The learning model is very critical to early young learners in EFL class who own less experience from their real life and cannot give effective and appropriate feedback let alone the frequent implements of experience-based teaching.

"...ensuring that opportunities for the interplay between action and reflection are available in a balanced way for students. Praxis means that curricula are not studied in some kind of artificial isolation, but that ideas, skills, and insights learned in a classroom are tested and experienced in real life. Essential to praxis is the opportunity to reflect on experience, so that formal study is informed by some appreciation of reality." (Brookfield 1990, p.50). 

The completion of the learning cycle has a high requirement in EFL class. Teachers need a long time to plan and arrange every step and grant different possibilities from students.
Defining the correct required abilities of learning cycle is very valuable. If learners just stay there and wait for whole cycle completed. The fewer learners engaged, the less reflection it will have. More reflection means many options to change their learning styles and find out the best one. The abundant experience-based  implementation for competing each of the part of the learning cycle increases the learning effectiveness:
Concern individuals in a group learning situation
The following table for teaching activities that support different aspects of the learning cycle.

Table 1 Experiential Learning Model
	Concrete Experience 
	Reflective Observation 
	 Abstract Conceptualizing 
	 Active Experiential 

	Interests-based Picture books

Examples

Problems Settings

Tongue twisters

Group work

Crafts

Experiments
	Speech

Reading logs

Brainstorming

Quick Questions

Discussing
	Speech

Research paper

Theory Structure Building

Analysis
	Problem-Solve assumptions

Exercise

Quiz

PBL


The first two parts are very common in EFL teaching. When teachers use the concrete experience to seize students' attention, the director should make individuals seen. Some students take more attention on speaking and listening, they have a bad mood on experience-based reading. Teachers or directors should have excellent communication skills and know about clear surroundings around the students in real life. They use their extensive experience resources and creativity to explain the reading context and games to relate themselves. Because teachers in EFL class has a group teaching most time. Somebody is interested in Cinderella while others are interested in Snow White, teachers use their own first impression on the two characters and give the fair judgments to involve all the students. They use the fundamental materials to create different experiences in students' minds. To engine the learning cycle, they all need a trigger to start. Teachers and directors give the key to inspire your students to get the trigger. The cycle can work from the trigger step.

And that's also an evidence that the model can be used in a teamwork.

Approve the different feed backs by learners
"One thousand readers, one thousand Helmets" some people like the Snow White in the fairy while others think she is stupid. Don't judge which comment is correct or not. In China, the parents choose the path dependency to direct their EFL learning plans. The old materials create the old reflections or effects what they want their children show them. It's normal that he diversity of student use the same teaching plan has bad and good results. All the learners need the good results. Path dependency gives learners a conservative choice. Teachers should take a long time to take them out off the experiment cycle from others, they are ought to confirm their own feedback with teachers' professional suggestions and go on the next step. Teachers also need to grasp the small difference between the students and show your validate. Success in Experience-based teaching needs a strong classroom management on students' inner sense. A teacher also has to know all the kinds of learning styles and addresses from learners. It's also very important to make a frequent learner-respond phenomenon in the classroom. So they have the big encourage to be give different opinions and feed-backs.

Advancement approaches
The abstract conceptualizations is a vital process in all the learning cycle. Some logic knowledge and theory results will be presented here. To understand different ways that people learn best, scientists and psychologists have developed many different models. One popular theory is the VARK model, in which Fleming and Mills(1992) suggest four modalities that reflect the experiences of the students and teachers (Prithishkumar & Michael,2014). VARK stands for visual, aural, read/write and kinesthetic sensory modalities that are used for learning information about the identification of four primary types of learners. This perceptual mode describes four learning methods, with each learning method responding best to a different method of teaching. For instance, auditory/aural learners will remember information best after hearing it from the speaker. This learner category learns best from pair or group discussions lectures television/radio, mobile phones speaking, web-chatting talking and non-formal language or setting. Learners of this category favor oral classification and organization accordingly.Visual learner’s best respond to concrete depicted matters such as flow charts, labeled diagrams, maps, spider diagrams, tree diagrams, charts, graphs, arrows, circles, hierarchies, and other demonstration devices. Whereas, read/write learners learn best from written material. This mode is favored by many learners. They rely on reading and writing and written texts such as manuals, reports, essays. and assessments. People who prefer this modality are often addicted to PowerPoint the Internet lists, diaries, dictionaries, thesauri, quotations and words. Note that most PowerPoint presentations and the Internet, Google and Wikipedia are primarily suited to those with this preference as there is seldom an auditory channel or a presentation that uses visual symbols. Additionally, kinesthetic learners prefer hands-on experience and practice, whether simulated or real.

Table 2 VARK Learners on Experiential Learning
	Concrete Experience 
	Reflective Observation 
	 Abstract Conceptualizing 
	 Active Experiential 

	Interests-based teaching(VK)

Picture books(R)
Examples(VA)
Problems Settings(VK)
Tongue twisters(A)
Group work(VA)
Crafts(K)
Experiments(VK)
	Speech(VK)
Reading logs(R)
Brainstorming(VAK)
Quick Questions(VA)
Discussing(VKA)
	Speech(VK)
Research paper(R)
Theory Structure Building(VR)
Analysis(R)
	Problem-Solve assumptions(VK)
Exercise(R)
Quiz(RK)
PBL(VARK)


Conclusion

The limitations of Kolb's learning cycle is not only influenced by the learners and also by the teachers. Some teacher have the awareness to involve the educational experience in their way of teaching while others don't. For example, before introducing a new animal topic, the teachers maybe give students the time to think about what animals did they see before instead of asking them some experiential situation. Teachers can ask someone who sent them about the pictures in the zoo. Some instructors also can remind them about the farm-experience and jungle-walking experience to relate the learners to the topic teaching. It is normal that teachers overlook students' need and just teach on their own perspectives. It's ignored all the time when teachers teach the grammar. In my opinion, teachers should help students change the system from abstract matter to concrete matter. In the other side, the learning model told and served us that we should take the internal needs as important as the external needs. Kolb also points out the biggest limitation on the learning model, ‘the results are solely based on the way learners rate themselves. It doesn't rate learning preferences.’ quoted from David Kolb. All in all the teacher must confirm that learners understand the solution system through the active experimenting. Thus is from theory to practical.
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