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Medieval Swansea: City Witness Exercise

The witness I have investigated is Lady Mary de Briouze, wife of Lord William de Briouze.  In addition to Lady Mary being the 3rd wife of Lord William, she is independently wealthy.  William Cragh is a Welsh nobleman who was part of a group of men who attacked and burnt Oystemouth castle.  The attack resulted in 13 deaths of Lord William’s men.  Lord William subsequently sentences Cragh to hang as punishment.  Lady Mary is in Swansea castle, where she comes into contact with the incarcerated Cragh.  Lady Mary petitions her husband Lord William to not hang Cragh.  Lady Mary stays in the castle praying for Cragh during the hanging.  Cragh is hung twice as the crossbeam breaks on the first attempt due to the weight of another condemned man.  Cragh is hung again and transported from the gallows to first a chapel and then a house close by.  Lady Mary, upon hearing that the execution had taken place, sent her servant Sunehild to measure Cragh body.  The measurement of the body was to make a wax taper candle to attract a saint, specifically St. Thomas Cantilupe, the former Bishop of Hereford.  Cragh miraculously revives from the hanging.  Cragh then seeks a pardon for his crimes with Lord William and Lady Mary.  The three then set out on foot to Hereford Cathedral for make offerings to the saint (Cragh with the noose around his neck).  The noose and a wax figure of a man on the gallows serve as the offering at the Cathedral.  Twenty years later Vatican representatives arrive to interview the witnesses to the miracle.  Lady Mary testified that she believes it was 15 years prior.  Mary’s testimony is that she stayed in the castle during the entire incident and is repeating what she ‘heard.’  Eyewitness testimony, as we know today, can be very unreliable.  However, Mary is not even an eyewitness.  Rather, she has second hand knowledge of the events.  Thus, aside from interacting with Cragh following the hangings, Lady Mary’s account is not reliable. 
