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This supporting paper will cover the major event of the Sarah Everard case, looking into who Sarah Everard was and what happened to her and her kidnapper/murderer. As well as looking into how the police responded and dealt with the case and how the public reacted to what the police did for this case.
Sarah Everard was British woman who grew up in the north of England in York, she also studied in York and at the time of her kidnapping was living in Brixton Hill located in the south of London, where she worked as a marketing executive for a digital media agency (Giordano, et al. 2021).
Everard was kidnapped on the 3rd of March 2021 by Wayne Couzens whilst walking back from a friend’s house near Clapham Common in the south London, whilst on her way back to her home in the Brixton Hill area (Roberts, 2022). Everard was snatched between 9-10pm on the 3rd of March whilst on foot to her home which is about two-and-a-half miles away from her friend’s house (Carrick, 2022). At 9:32pm, Everard was spotted by a passing marked police car and three minutes later a bus captured the interception by Couzens in Balham, where she was handcuffed at 9:34pm and detained by 9:37pm in Couzen’s hired car, concluding the scene with being on their way to Kent just minutes later (Carrick, 2022).
On Saturday the 6th of March the Metropolitan Police issued an appeal for her disappearance whist also releasing a CCTV image of her to the public (Ng, et al. 2021). 




After abducting Everard, Couzens drove to the northwest of Dover in Kent, where he stopped his vehicle in a remote area and raped Everard, proceeding to then strangle Everard by 2:30am on the 4th of March, Couzens then burned Everards body in a refrigerator before dumping her remains in a nearby pond (Coles and Hayes, 2021). At midnight on the 9th of March the metropolitan police force announced that they have arrested an officer under the possible connection to Everards disappearance, disclosing a day later that the officer was off duty at the time of the incident (Ng, et al. 2021).
It is not discussed as to why Couzens kidnapped, raped, and murdered Everard. The reason he stopped and arrested Everard was due to her apparent breaching of the current for the time COVID-19 regulations (BBC News, 2021a). During a court hearing on Couzens sentencing Lord Justice Fulford stated that there had been ‘significant planning and premeditation’ (Lord Justice Fulford, 2021), by Couzens and that he had ‘long planned to carry out a violent sexual assault on a yet-to-be-selected victim’ (Morton, 2021). Concluding in the option of Everard being at the wrong place at the wrong time, it had also been stated that Couzens spent a good month researching how to best carry out his attack, which involved travelling to London, booking a hire car which he knew he could easily discard (Morton, 2021). 






On the 13th of March 2021, the very first unofficial vigil was held in honour of Everard in Clapham Common (Santillo, 2022). The vigil amassed 100s of people coming to show their respects for the late Everard which caused a tense atmosphere between the Metropolitan police and the people attending (Santillo, 2022). This happened because of how the public viewed the police after the occurrence of Everards case and whose hands it was done by. The public and the police clashed during the evening which resulted in nine arrests being made even during the big controversy around the case (Santillo, 2022).

The following day, on the 14th of March the Metropolitan police was criticised heavily for the arrests they made. Protests started occurring in Westminster, involving 100s of protesters which carried on for three consecutive days, the Metropolitan Police force was critiqued under the point of view that they tried to bring a stop to the protest and vigils due to the current restrictions involving COVID-19 (Casciani, 2021). As Assistant Commissioner Helen Ball stated about the protest, "At this point, officers on the ground were faced with a very difficult decision, hundreds of people were packed tightly together, posing a very real risk of easily transmitting Covid-19" (Ball, 2021). The officers had to do their jobs properly but had to also continue to ensure the public’s safety as they had their right to freedom of expression, which under law the police need to make sure the public is safe, therefore the MET police tried to bring a stop to the ‘enormous covid spreading event’, resulting in seven arrests being made in total after the three days (Casciani, 2021). 

17 days following the Clapham Common vigil, and investigation occurred focusing upon the Metropolitan officers’ actions at the vigil stating that what the officers did was appropriate action towards the event (BBC News, 2021b). This however caused a spark between the public and the investigation team and the Metropolitan police force, showcasing that the public could not trust any of the teams (BBC News, 2021b). 2 weeks later, on the 16th of July, Couzens was officially dismissed from the Metropolitan Police, sparking controversy due to his dismissal taking a whole month even though Couzens pleaded guilty to all three of the offences (BBC News, 2021b).

Wayne Couzens was issued a whole life sentence on the 30th of September after a 2-day event of hearing at the Old Bailey Criminal Court where the full extent of the crime was proposed to the court (BBC News, 2021c).
Half a month later, on the 14th of October, former Crime Commissioner Philip Allott’s role was terminated due to his forced resignation surrounding the controversy of a statement made by Allott, declaring that women should be “streetwise” and that women should educate themselves on the powers of arrest saying women should know “when they can be arrested and when they can't be arrested"(BBC News, 2021c).




Whilst there are still many unanswered questions over Wayne Couzens that the Metropolitan police area still yet to answer (Keay,2021). But on the 22nd of November, Dame Elish Angiolinic chaired an inquiry into Everard’s murder and focusing on two main concerns, Couzens conduct during his time in the Metropolitan and issues concerning police culture and protection towards women (Dearden, 2022). Priti Patel voiced that she was determined to understand what failings caused for a serving officer to be able to commit these horrendous crimes, also including that an explanation for Everard’s family and loved ones was owed, whilst promising in all her power to prevent something like this case from happening again (Dearden, 2022).
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