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Writing Criteria

Task
Read the sample writing with a partner and discuss and answer the questions.


1) Can you understand all the ideas?

2) Is it clear when the events took place?

3) Is it easy to follow the ideas within sentences?

4) Is the structure of the full piece clear and easy to follow?

5) Did the writer use paragraphs?

6) Is there a title and name at the top of the page?

7) Is the writing sufficiently formal for a university context?

8) Is there approximately a 250 word count?


Now revise your own writing. Think about these things:

a) Clarity of ideas
b) Coherence in the text and across paragraphs (do your arguments make sense?)
c) Cohesion in sentences (are your ideas connected?)
d) Layout (paragraphs, headings and punctuation)
e) Style (is the tone academic?)
f) Word Count (e.g. 250 words)
g) Use of grammar (especially tenses)
h) Appropriate vocabulary
i) An introduction and a conclusion




Receiving Feedback on your essay

Your tutor will use a correction code to show you where there is a mistake and what type of error it is.

SS     sentence structure
VT    verb tense
WW inappropriate word choice or wrong suffix or spelling
P      punctuation 
TA    task achievement/ irrelevancy   
CO   cohesion – wrong linking word or inappropriate use 
ORG organisation of ideas
Frag. Fragment – is not a complete sentence.
[Type here]
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