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[bookmark: _GoBack]Before starting this module, my experiences with safeguarding was limited until I attended a safeguarding training course within my placement in 2018. During this training course I gained knowledge of the different types of abuse that can occur within safeguarding, these were Physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and neglect (NSPCC, 2019). Also, before this module I was also made aware of how to make a referral if I thought that a child was being abused or neglected. This was done either over the phone to the children services in Merthyr Tydfil (Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council, No date) or online through the Cwm Taf Safeguarding Board (CTSB, 2019). 
The purpose of this assignment was to undertake a safeguarding conference within a group where we were all assigned a different role to play. When it came to choose the roles, it was decided by the group that everyone would pick out of a hat so that the roles were chosen fairly. I got the role of the social worker which I was pleased with as I had no prior knowledge about them. From my role as a social worker I have learnt that they aim to help improve people lives with social and interpersonal difficulties, they help promote human rights and they also help with wellbeing. Social workers also help protect children as well as adults who need support from any harm. They work with families day-to-day and can also make any recommendations or in some cases can make referrals to other agencies or services (British Association of Social Workers, 2019). What I also didn’t know about my role as a social worker was that they also work with other agencies such as the police force, child protection officer, schools and local authority departments such as a health visitor (Health Careers, no date).
From this I have also learnt about other job roles that play a part within a safeguarding conference and these are a health visitor and a child protection officer. My knowledge of a health visitor was limited before the group task but from research and group discussions I now know that a health visitor is a registered nurse/midwife who provide a service for children who are aged zero to five. They visit the homes of new parents a minimum of five times from the late stages of pregnancy through to when the child is aged two (Institute of Health Visiting, No Date). My knowledge of a child protection officer before this group task was very limited but also from some independent research and group discussions I have learnt that a child protection officer has a duty to follow up any complaints or concerns that have been made about the possibility of child abuse and they have the right to get involved with a family where they suspect child abuse is taking place. They can also support any child until the age of twenty-one or even older if they were removed from their home due to abuse (Citizens advice, 2019). 
One of the interesting things that I learnt from this module was about multiagency working. I now know that multiagency working is where practitioners from different sectors and from different professions come together to provide support for children, young people and for families. I have also learnt that multiagency working can take different forms such as working in a team around a child or a family, they can come together as a panel and deal with the needs of any individual child or family based on the area or the establishment, they can work together as a single unit and they also have regular meetings normally once a month. Another thing that I have learnt from multiagency working is that our roles that we took on for the group presentation all come under multiagency working as it involves anyone who’s job puts them in contact with children, young people and their families (Department for Education, 2012).
An interesting thing that I have also learnt that I did not know before is that there have been two additional categories that have been added to what is considered abuse, these are child sexual exploitation and cyberbullying. The context that I learnt from child sexual exploitation abuse category came as a shock to me as I didn’t realise the extent to how far it goes. I didn’t know that children who are in an exploitative situation receive gifts, money or even affection as a result of them performing sexual activities or others performing sexual activities on them. They can be tricked into thinking that they are in a consensual relationship where they believe that the person, they are with loves them but will then be abused (NSPCC, 2019). Before this topic I knew a little about cyberbullying but what I didn’t know was that it fell under the category of abuse. I knew that cyberbullying included following a child on social networking sites, via gaming and on mobile phones. However, what I didn’t know was that there are eleven different aspects as to what cyberbullying is. Examples of these are sending abusive or threatening texts, sharing embarrassing photos or videos, excluding people from games, activities or friendship groups, encouraging young people to self-harm themselves and setting up hate groups about children (NSPCC, 2019). 
One of the reports that I learnt about in lectures that I had no knowledge on beforehand is the Clywch Report. From learning about this report, I have learnt that it is the first report that has been in accordance with the Care Standards Act 2000 and the Children’s Commissioner for Wales Act 2001. The purpose of this report was to make sure that thorough investigations had taken place regarding the safeguarding, the rights and the welfare of children. Also, this report came about after school children made allegations about one of their teachers and this report also introduced systems within schools which now must follow the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 which insures that there is protection at all levels (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2004). The next report where I gained knowledge on was the Bichard Report. This report was written after Sir Michael Bichard was made to look at the Protection of Children Act 1999 and investigate how sex offenders and serial offenders who had been convicted had been able to gain employment in institutions where children and young people were cared for. It is because of the Bichard Report that the DBS has come into place, replacing the CRB system (The Bichard Inquiry, 2004). My knowledge of the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) was basic as I have had to have two DBS checks in the past, one for university and one for scouts but after looking at the Bichard Report I now know why the DBS check has been put in place. The DBS check is responsible for processing and issuing DBS certificates for those who apply for one and they are responsible for barring anyone from working with children or adults within England, Wales and Northern Ireland (Gov.uk, No Date). The last report that I learnt about was the Monro Report which in its second review looked at a child’s journey through the child protection system. From this review the report now concluded that the system should focus on doing the right thing such as making sure that children and young people are being helped rather than doing the right thing such as following procedure (Munro, 2011).
I also discovered from doing this module that when referring to the Children Act that both the 1989 and 2004 act are both used. However, what I did not know was what exactly the acts were about and since having discussions and by doing independent research I now know that the Children Act 1989 is about the welfare of the children, that children should be brought up and cared for by their own families, that children should be safe and protected and that intervention should take place if they are at risk of harm, that the views of the children should be considered according to their age and their understanding, they should be informed as to what is happening to them and that parents continue to have responsibility for their child even if that child is no longer living with them (City of York, No Date). From the Children Act 2004, I have learnt that the main principles are to allow children to be healthy, to allow children to be safe in their environments, to help children enjoy life, to assist children in their quest to succeed, to help make a contribution to children’s lives and to help achieve and economic stability for the future of children (working with kids, 2019).
The last thing that I have acquired from this module is knowledge on what the All Wales Child Protection Procedures are. Before this I had no knowledge of what this was, but I now know that it is essential for individuals and agencies that work with children and families. They have five parts to the procedures and part one gives a bit of context for child protection work which include the key principles about working with children and their families and also includes the definitions of abuse and neglect, part two is about what people should do if they are concerned about a child who is being abused or is at risk of being abused, part three describes what procedures are to be followed when a report of child abuse or neglect has been made, part four provides more information about how to manage particular types of child abuse and part five contains the protocols that were developed by the All Wales Child Protection Procedures since 2002 (All Wales Child Protection Procedures, 2008).
The parts of the module that will stay with me are my knowledge of the different types of abuse, the Clywch report and the reason why we now have the Disclosure and Barring Service, the Children Act 1989 and 2004 and the All Wales Child Protection Procedures. This will help me in the future as if I am to become a primary teacher I will need to do a PGCE and I know that safeguarding is not covered in that course so I will already have a better understanding than most of what to do if I believe a child is being abused or neglected and this could then lead onto me becoming a child protection officer within the school as I will have had more training on the subject. This module will also help me with my leadership role within the scout association as I will also have had more training than others even though it is briefly covered during the training and will have more of an advantage of dealing with the situation of child abuse or neglect.
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