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Essay one – Maintaining Professional Standards 
Critically examine policing policies and procedures (e.g. PACE, Code of Ethics, NDM, use of BWV) aimed at reducing misconduct and malpractice by police officers. How might these increase public confidence in police? 
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 
NB – to critically examine is to give a balanced answer that points out weaknesses as well as favourable aspects of the topic in question

During this essay I will discuss and analyse policing policies and procedures that are used to reduce misconduct and malpractice by police officers when carrying out frontline and operational duties. I will also discuss how the use of Body Worn Video, the Code of Ethics, the use of force legislation and how the National Decision Model can be used in every incident to increase the public’s confidence within policing. As part of the Police powers and polices, I will also look into the public’s perception of stop and search and do the public think it is being used effectively.  I will base my answer on academic sources and look for strengths and weaknesses to balance out my answer. 
The National Decision Model is also known as the NDM is used by all Police Forces across England and Wales; it is there to assist all Police officers when making decisions whilst dealing with an incident. (College of Policing, 2013). The NDM helps officers make decisions quickly and identifies to officers what options and contingencies they can use when dealing with dynamically changing incidents. These options and contingencies could include when to activate Body Worn Video devices and when to use force on a person to get a situation under control. 
When force is used against a person, there is a requirement for it to be justified and reasonable to the incident that was attended by the officer. Providing that the officer has been able to justify their reason for using force and their actions during the incident, this can reduce several misconduct and malpractice complaints sent into the Police each year. Another way that these complaints can be reduced is using Body Worn Video by officers when attending the dynamically changing incidents. 
A survey was carried out by TNS, and it was found that “83% of the public trust the police either a lot or a fair amount to use reasonable force” (TNS, 2015). It was also found that “People who have experienced police use of force has negative views” (TNS, 2015).  
In 2022/2023, approximately 135,000 members of the public made a complaint regarding the conduct of a Police force or an officer. 55% of these complaints were too due the delivery of duties and services that are provided to the public. 20% of the complaints were for Police powers and polices and 13% of the complaints were for a Police officer’s behaviour towards members of the public. Following these complaints being made 92% of them were resolved by the complainant not wanting to progress it further or it being resolved as the complainant wanted. 
Following a study into Body Worn Video it was found that there was a 93% drop in complaints made against the Police by the public. (University of Cambridge, 2016). By officers wearing body worn video camera’s this has increased the transparency within policing, as every incident where body worn video has been used, can be reviewed, scrutinised and can be used for learning opportunities in the future, to improve frontline policing going forward. (IPOC, 2023) 
Due to police officers not being able to covertly wear their Body Worn Video devices, this can have an impact when talking to victims as this can act as a barrier between the victim and the attending officer as they may be reluctant to speak. (Sage Journals, 2021) 
Police have several powers they can use to detect and prevent crime. One of those power is the Stop and Search power. These powers were introduced in 1984 alongside the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. “This allows any warranted officer to detain a member of the public to allay or confirm suspicions of a person without the requirement to arrest them” (College of Policing, 2016). 
Since 2015 there has been a reduction in the number of stop searches recorded by officer on the front line, but when they are carried out there still one of the most controversial duties that is carried out by an officer. “Members of the public who identified as either black or black British were still 4 times more likely to get searched by Police” (The British Journal of Criminology, 2018). Stop and search is described as one of the most invasive tactics that the Police use but 80% of the people surveyed think that stop and search is necessary (IOPC, 2021). 
In 2020 a survey was carried out in relation to the confidence in policing that members of the public had. These showed that 74% of the people asked had confidence within their local Police force (GOV.UK, 2021). Since this survey, positivity towards the police has declined slightly and it currently sitting at 49% (IOPC, May 2022). The reason for decline is due to the number of high-profile police cases that have involved both serving and ex Police officers. An example of this, is the case whereby Sarah Everard was kidnapped and murdered by Wayne Couzens, who at the time was a serving Police officer and he abused his Police powers to carry out this attack. 
All the powers and policies that are implemented across police forces in England and Wales are there to try and reduce the number of misconduct and malpractice complaints. They are also then to protect the public and try and increase the public’s confidence within policing. As long as an officer has followed all the correct policies and procedures at an incident such use of force, Code of Ethics and the NDM, there should not be any need for a misconduct investigation because everything should be documented or captured on Body Worn Video. The model of policing in the UK in built upon, policing by consent. Without the public consent, all Police forces would not have the authority to Police. The findings that have been shown in this essay outline that the public still have confidence within UK policing, but improvement is still required to raise the confidence further. This can be raised by procedures carried out by the IOPC when complaints are made against officers and the results are published to the public to show them that sanctions have been taken against the officers in question. 
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Essay two – Public Protection 
What characteristics (socio-economic, psychological etc.) can make a person vulnerable to exploitation to criminal gangs? 
Your answer must be based on academic research.
Within in policing public protection is one of the main priorities. The Police must safeguard all vulnerable persons, submit referrals, and implement safety plans where possible to help and assist vulnerable person’s move forward in life and get the support that is required. During this essay I will talk about how different factors such as psychological and socio-economic can make a person vulnerable and put them at risk of being exploited to criminal gangs. I will also discuss how children can be exploited to criminal gangs from a young age and how children who have been exposed to Adverse Childhood Experiences can be more vulnerable whilst moving forward in life. During this essay I will also look research the role of MAPPA and how they can manage offenders when they are integrated back into the community. I will base my answer around different types of academic research that I believe is relevant to this question. 
Psychological abuse is challenging to identify, due to the damage it can cause to someone’s mental health. This type of abuse can include verbal and non-verbal communication and it does not leave any bruises. (Verywell Mind, 2022) 
MAPPA stands for Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements. MAPPA is used by a range of organisations and agencies such as the Police and Probation service and their role is to manage the risk in communities where a violent person or sex offender may be living. (Gwent Safeguarding, 2024) Prior to an offender being eligible for MAPPA, a risk assessment and information and intelligence is gathered on specific location where the offender may be relocated. Once this has been gathered an analysed, the offender can then reside in the selected area where the risk to the public and risk of reoffending has been reduced significantly. 
In 2021 the number of offender that MAPPA had grown by 70% since 2011, and with this growth the number of serious further offences convictions decreased by 42%. (Ministry of Justice, 2021) These stats show that the system of MAPPA is a success as there is a reduction of offender re-offending. This is all down to the information gathering prior to the offender being relocated that is suitable for them to have a positive change on their life. 






Base my answer around this
Public Protection 
• Explain the psychological impact of abuse on victims 
• Evaluate the effectiveness of current public protection practices in investigating public protection incidents 
• Assess the role and impact of MAPPA and use of community intelligence in managing offenders 
• Analyse potential links between serious/organised crime and public protection issues 
• Examine instances where law enforcement personnel have misused their position of trust and police powers to commit public protection offences 
• Evaluate the effect of media coverage on public protection policing strategy 
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Essay three – Vulnerability & Risk 
Is early intervention an effective means of preventing young people from offending? What increases or detracts from its effectiveness? 
Your answer must be based on academic research.
Police officers deal with risk and vulnerability daily, one of the main key roles as a police officer is to prevent further risk from re-occurring or to try and prevent a young offender from reoffending in the future by implementing different strategies and working with different agencies. During this essay I will discuss and evaluate the Broken Glass Theory (Britannica, 2024). This theory will demonstrate who someone can become a young person can be come a victim, but because of this they turn to crime and become the offender. This can be prevented from early intervention, and I will discuss this throughout this essay. During this day and age there is also a developing issue with youth gangs targeting vulnerable people, whereby this can put members of the public at risk. 


Vulnerability & Risk 
• Understand concepts and theories of how a person becomes a victim 
• Understand theories about the onset of offending 
• Understand the impact of early intervention on offending curve 
• Analyse the developing issue of youth gangs targeting vulnerable people, or people at risk of harm 
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Essay four – Valuing Difference & Inclusion 
How effectively has policing adapted to accommodate diversity within the UK? 
Consider the police force itself and/or the way police engage with diverse communities. 
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 
Word limit: 1000 words.

Valuing Difference & Inclusion 
• Analyse theories and concepts linked to ethics 
• Critically evaluate the impact upon policing of differing values, ethics and norms within diverse communities 


