一
yī
Imagery: A representation of the universe
History of character: One represents the smallest unit in Chinese. It also represented primordial chaos (Chinese: 混沌; Pinyin: hùndùn), which is a nebulous state of the universe. Now it simply means the number one. The number one symbolises loneliness. November 11th (11/11) was chosen by Chinese young people to celebrate their pride in being single.
二
èr
Imagery: A representation of the heaven and the earth
History of character: The heaven and the earth separated from the primordial chaos. Now it simply means two. The number two is considered a good number in Chinese culture. There is a Chinese saying:" Good things come in pairs" 好事成双(hǎo shì chéng shuāng).

三
sān
Imagery: A representation of the heaven, the earth, and humans
History of character: After the separation of the heaven and the earth, human started to emerge. The trinity of the heaven, the earth and human are represented by three strokes. Three Kingdoms (220-280) (Chinese: 三国 Pinyin: sān guó) was the three division of China between the states of Wei魏(wèi), Shu蜀(shǔ), and Wu吴（wú）, which started with the dissolution of the Han dynasty.
四
sì
Imagery: Four humans
History of Characters: This character originally looked like four horizontal strokes. The number four is considered unlucky in china because it has a similar pronunciation to the word for death 死 (Pinyin:sǐ). Some buildings in East China do not have a 4th or a 14th floor.





五
wǔ
Imagery: the five elements of classical Chinese philosophy 五行 (wǔxíng)
History of character: The character five represents a very important Chinese philosophical theory: the five elements theory. These five elements, metal, wood, water, fire and earth describe the generation and destruction of everything in the universe.

六
liù
Imagery: a hut
History of character: The oracle bone of this character looks like a hut with a roof with chimney and exterior walls. The character refers to the six sides of a cubic house and now it simply means six. The number six is taken as a fortunate number meaning smooth in China. People sometimes triplicate this number and use '666' to describe someone or something insanely awesome.
七
qī
Imagery: a bent dagger in the ground
History of character: The character originally looked like two crossing lines (十) which meant to divide or to cut. Since it looked very similar to character "ten" (十), the vertical stroke of character "seven" was later bent for differentiation between the two. Now it simply means seven. Traditionally, Chinese funeral ceremonies last for seven weeks (49 days) after one's death. A ceremony is held on each seventh day within the 49-day period. The first seven days (头七) are considered the most important. It is believed that the spirit of the dead family member will return to his/her home on the seventh day after his/her death. Family members are expected to remain in the rooms, prepare a meal and pray for the returning spirit.

八
bā
Imagery: two watermelon halves
History of character: The character looks like two smooth curves which indicates separation, but it lost its original meaning after the creation of the character "cut". Now it simply means eight. The number eight is considered an auspicious number because of its similar pronunciation to the character "发" (pinyin: fā, meaning: prosperity). Therefore, Chinese people, especially businessmen, favour it very much. The opening ceremony of the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing began on 8th of the 8th month at 8 minutes and 8 seconds past 8 pm local time.
九
jiǔ
Imagery: a boy looking into a dark cave
History of character: the character originally looked like an arm reaching out towards something which meant to touch or to explore the situation. Now it simply means nine. The number nine is often used in Chinese weddings since it has the same pronunciation with 久 (pinyin: jiǔ; meaning: everlasting). The number nine is also the highest single digit number therefore it is associated with completeness and eternity. It was frequently used in matters relating to the emperor. The emperors wore nine-dragon imperial robes and described the large territory 'Nine Continents'. The Forbidden City in Beijing consists of many buildings with 9999 rooms.
十
shí
Imagery: A traditional Chinese knot
History of character:  This number represents a knot on a rope. Ancient Chinese people kept a record of important incidents that happened in their life by making knots on a rope.  Now it simply means ten. Ten is the number of perfections in Chinese culture. Chinese people usually use 十全十美 (Pinyin:shí quán shí měi, translation: ten wholeness ten beauties) to refer to something flawless.
