Primary Data Collection

Name – James Michael Thomas
Pupil Number – 1707530

Bishop Vaughan’s Rugby Future

Aim 
· Analyze the current factors that influences participation in rugby at Bishop Vaughan Comprehensive school and determine its feasibility for continued investment in the school’s Curriculum.

Objectives of research project 

· Investigate the key factors which influence participation in sport. 

· Identify curriculum developments which influences rugby participation.

· Consider factors that may affect pupils taking part in rugby.

· Evaluate a future in rugby in Bishop Vaughan Catholic school.


Bishop Vaughan contact Details.

Location address – Mynydd Garnllwyd Road, Morriston, Swansea SA6 7QG

Telephone number – 01792 772006

Tom Davies Head of Department Details

Phone Number – 07855 0179889

Email – daviest936@hwbcymru.net
Questions for Tom Davies

1. What is your opinion of sport as a whole in bishop Vaughan? E.g. participation, extra-curricular, standards….

2. What is your opinion on rugby in bishop Vaughan? Participation, enthusiasm, overall perspective…


3. Do you see a future for the sport in bishop Vaughan? Curriculum or changes… 


4. What is your background in rugby? Personal preference on the sport…


5. What can be improved in bishop Vaughan to prevent a short future for the sport? Your own opinion, give examples…


6. Do the pupils enjoy other sports more if so what ones?


7. In your professional opinion does the curriculum involve rugby enough is it being pushed out of it?


8. Is participation in all areas of physical education a key aspect to all sport involvement?


9. How invested in the school on sport compared to other topics, do they see sport in this case as a priority? State yes or no and expand….


10. What are your methods for getting kids more involved in rugby within school? 


11. Do you have any knowledge of community clubs? And also, do you encourage involvement? can you give me an example of success stories…


12. Do you think teachers are doing enough around the school? This could be helping out with teams, pushing their own personal experience onto the pupils, if not state why and what can be done in your opinion to improve this.

13. What do you think I will gain from this research project? Based on years 9,10,11. Is it going to be positive or negative, give your own opinion? 


Transcript of Interview 1.

Tom Davies Interview Transcript

Question 1

James Thomas - Okay So this is James Thomas talking to Tom Davies introduce yourself.

Tom Davies - Hi tom Davies PE teacher at bishop Vaughan school

James Thomas - So the aim of this is to analyse the current of factors that influences participation in rugby at Bishop Vaughan comprehensive school and determine its feasibility for continued investment in the school's curriculum. So, question one, what is your opinion of sport as a whole in bishop Vaughan 
This could be linked to participation, extracurricular, and the standards of the department. 

Tom Davies - As sport as a whole is, um, potentially very, very strong here at Bishop Vaughan a lot of very talented pupils who are very keen to pursue sport further, whether that's the sports that they've already played on or new opportunities’, the levels of participation or the levels of interest are very high. The levels of participation when clubs happen are also very high. Um. Extracurricular opportunities at the school. Uh, Rich and when we follow the cities national sporting competitions, uh, in which we enter in and regularly come out on top of. Um, and yeah, standards are very high. Um, whether that or continue in time is something that, uh, will be seen. But. The overall sport as a whole is potentially very, very strong. It should be a vehicle for the school success.

Question 2

James Thomas - This is a question two What is your opinion on rugby, this could be linked again to participation, enthusiasm on the overall perspective? In your opinion? 

Tom Davies - Rugby is a new sport to most of our pupils who arrive here without any knowledge of the game. Um, very few of our pupils coming from East Swansea have actually played rugby before, whether it's a primary school, um, or certainly not at, at club level. Um, and as a result of that, with experience being so limited. Um, it starts off quite slow. Uh, however the pupils soon buy into it and, and very, very quickly. They get to really enjoy it. We've currently got 24 members of our year, seven, uh, cohort in our rugby squad. We play in quite fairly regular. And as yet throughout this season, I've only been beaten once in I think 12 fixtures, which shows the potential we have despite the serious lack of experience.

Tom Davies Extension - And it's really real enthusiasm for the game. Um, and your overall perspective is, is the fact that it's very strong and once again, should be. Used more so than other sports because it's, it's different than it makes the kids see, see sport in a different light. Um, it brings to them different values and what they've experienced at club football and with various other, uh, activities that they've done and those values that are fundamental in rugby, um, or enhance it in inheriting in society where what our kids need to grasp some of that and experience that.

Question 3

James Thomas - This is question three. Do you see a future for the sport in Bishop Vaughan, this could be linked to the curriculum or changes and also the Donaldson report?

Tom Davies - Yeah, I can genuinely see a massive future for the sport rugby Bishop Vaughan. I think even though that Donaldson is very much going down the route of health from well-being, which I fully agree with and I fully support at the same time. At the same time, there's, um, there's a lot of the branches with Donaldson that require many of the characteristics that rugby can bring about. So, for example, um. Overcoming fears and overcoming challenges. And these types of things can be directly linked with many of the aspects and skills that we learned through rugby.

Tom Davies Extension - Um, so instead of base in our lessons success rate on how many pupils can make a tackle in rugby, we should be based in a success rate of a lesson by how many pupils have overcome the fear. And can now learn to do the right technique of some sort. In a rugby environment, whether that's at full contact or not is totally irrelevant. You've got pupils who understand the skill, how to carry out the scale, how to teach the skill to their peers, and due to that understanding of the game, they've overcome an element of fear or overcome a challenge within their own mindset, uh, within the game of rugby or via the game of rugby, I should say. So, I definitely see a future for the sport of rugby, uh, in Bishop Vaughn. Um, and, uh, it's through the curriculum and hopefully with extracurricular as well.





Question 4

James Thomas -This is question four. What is your background in rugby? This could be personal preference on the sport as well. 

Tom Davies - Um, my background is that I was brought up via rugby family and the rugby club, and I grew up. Playing a lot of sports as a youngster, played county and at a district level, um, of many different age groups before I played Swan, um, football for Swansea city and went on to get representative honours and international owners in football. Uh, however, I think the rugby. The game of rugby sort of called me back. Um, and the reason for that was the attitudes and family values that the rugby club brings. I didn't want to be part of the football culture anymore, and that was very much why I still support the game of rugby. And that's very much why I promote it so much through schools.

Tom Davies Extension - Um, and through the job to the kids that we have. Your Bishop Vaughan, who, unlike me as a child, didn't get to experience that or haven't yet experienced it. Um. I see the value in what they would get out of it. So that's my rugby background. I still play to this day for like our lougher RFC. Um, and again, it's the values that are behind the game, that are the things that I want to promote, not only for myself and for my family and for my children, but for the pupils that I teach here at bishop Vaughan here as well.

Question 5

James Thomas - This is question five. What can be improved in the Bishop Vaughan to prevent a short future for the sport? This can be in your on, opinion and if you could give examples.

Tom Davies - The thing that must be improved in Bishop Vaughn to rent a short future of the sport is experienced staff members be more involved in sport. Having more of an enthusiastic approach with pupils in lessons, making sure that we always reinforce the basic skills in lessons rather than falling into the trap of. Games, lessons be in, just have a game where many kids feel left out and isolated. Um, what needs to be improved then is, uh, further staff from outside of the department. Also buy into the rugby culture and opportunities that we can offer. Our Kids. And there's very, very little support you have for extracurricular activities. And as a result, when it's left on one person's shoulders, it can often fall short of what we should be achieving and what we should be offering our pupils.

Tom Davies extension - Um, so for Bishop Vaughn rugby to, to carry on and have a bright future, these things have to be addressed. And they were staff involvement and extracurricular provision and more provision being offered to pupils. More of a focus within lessons on basic skills, um, and overcoming challenges even on the new curriculum. Um, and if those things can happen, then I'm sure that there will be a bright future. Uh, however, if they don't happen, uh, and with members of staff who are quite reluctant to get involved, then I have no doubt that the sport of rugby and Bishop Warren will completely disappear.

Question 6

James Thomas - This is, um, question six for the people's, enjoy the sports more. If so, what ones, 

Tom Davies - uh, pupils obviously come to old school being very experienced in football in particular. Um, and although they claim to enjoy football more when they realize how good the sport rugby is, how good the sport of basketball is, how good gymnastics can be in our environment. The pupils love everything that we do here. Um, and this is seen in rugby lessons, in basketball lessons where the kids are genuinely happy to learn new skills and play new games, whereas when they fall back into the trap of their football lessons carrying on their, from their attitude, from their clubs at home, and they bring that attitude towards lessons.

Tom Davies Extension - Um. And they soon realize that when they're 20 minutes or half an hour into a lesson, elements of frustration creep in, elements of blame creep creeps in with certain individuals. Arguments can happen within lessons, and this for me, shows the pupils claim to enjoy football more, but they actually love everything that we offer here, whether it's basketball, gymnastics, fitness, cricket, athletics, rugby. Um, and within six months, seven months of being here in year seven, we often get a lot of pupils who've made the switch and crossover to, to those other sports. And they do realize that they enjoy them even more than football.

Question 7

James Thomas - This is question seven. In your professional opinion, does the curriculum involve rugby enough? Is it being pushed out of it? 

Tom Davies - Um, I think at the moment we're holding onto it and there's a fair amount of rugby on our curriculum. Uh, however, um, it could easily be pushed out by inexperienced staff members who are reluctant to want to teach it correctly and reluctant to want to encourage the boys to do more extracurricular.

Um, the staff may see more of. More value out of pushing other sports that they feel more comfortable in teaching. Uh, and this isn't a, a good thing for the school. Um, and that is my professional opinion. Um, I don't yet think it's being pushed out, but then there is risk of it.


Question 8

James Thomas This is question eight, is participation in all areas of physical education a key aspect towards sport involvement? 

Tom Davies - Uh, absolutely. Participation is everything, obviously, that we want to strive for in all of our physical education lessons. Uh, and being it from the top end, most talented pupils, all the way to the least talent that we want them all to participate.

We want them all to learn more, to have fun. Um, however, um. Participation at the top end has had a massive impact here in Bishop Vaughan with our pupils being able to climb the performance pyramid. Um, and there are two or three examples of the fact that we currently have two boys in the ospreys under 16’s squad who hadn't played any rugby before arriving here at Bishop Vaughan. 

Tom Davies - One of whom only started playing in your eight, and you only started playing club rugby and under sixteens, and he's already fast tracked into the off ospreys under sixteens. Um, and that goes to show the amount of talent that we have here at Bishop Vaughan and depending on the member of staff who might be the, the direct link for that pupil is very much based on the enthusiasm that member of staff can give an amount of encouragement that member of staff can give to that pupil to push them on.



Question 9

James Thomas - So this question nine how invested is, how invested in the school on sport compared to other topics? Do they see sports in this case as a priority state? Yes or no and expand, 

Tom Davies - to be fair of our senior management team are very supportive of sport. They're very encouraging of pupils who want to take part. They're very encouraging of staff who wants to take extracurricular provision. Um, however, as just a pure, purely and simply a lack of staff who are willing to do this. Um. I don't think sport is seen as a priority. However, senior management are aware that many of our pupils want to achieve in the classroom and anywhere near the standards that they are capable of achieving on the sports field. And as a result of that, senior management are very supportive. It's a cry in shame that there are very, very few teachers in this school who are willing to see it the same way and get involved and encourage people the same way


Question 10

James Thomas - This is a question 10 what are your methods for getting kids more involved in rugby within the school? 

Toma Davies - Uh, uh, methods for getting kids more involved in the same methods for getting anything, any results from pupils. First of all, to develop a repour with the pupils, develop good working relationships and to encourage them to do the best they can within lessons.

And Continually setting a high standard in lessons. Um, that way they can be more involved in rugby, whether they. They're talented or not is irrelevant. They can be part of our rugby squads. Um, and that's one thing that I've always tried to strive for is just purely encouraging any kid to be fully involved in it.

Um, my methods then for getting more kids involved is once I've got them in the door, is to offer regular training sessions. So, we've trained once a week, every week, uh, since September. With regular fixtures. So, we're backing up what we've done in lessons with further extracurricular, um, training, and then what the kids like to do most of all, which is to compete, then actually represent the school, backing it up again with further fixtures.

And as I said earlier on, we've lost only one out of the 13 fixtures so far this year with a very, an experienced your seven sites. So of course, to show what we can do here and how the methods that I use do work. Um. Furthermore, then what I'll do is I'll invite Osprey's rugby community coaches in the school and try to work within local community clubs to direct their kids there.

Um, we currently have three year, seven pupils who've just started within the last month, one for South Gower, rugby club, and two for Morrison rugby club. Um, so it shows that there is going to be a success there. Um, so I do find this though my methods do work to get more involved. Uh, and I hope that this can continue in Bishop Vaughan.

Question 11

Question 11 did you have any knowledge of community clubs and also do you encourage involvement? Can you give me examples of success stories? Yeah. I have quite a strong knowledge of the community clubs in our local area. After being part of one myself. Um, I've also gone out and made many links within the community clubs as Penn land and more Austin, a pawn of Maine, which would be our liras clubs as a school.

Um, I made links with the junior sections there, who the junior secretaries are, and then get in the contact numbers and cards of the junior coaches from each of those teams to try and encourage our pupils to go there. So when I talk to a kid about getting in touch with the club or when the train, I can actually give them a contact number with the train training days on times on that.

And the people can take that home and give it to their parents and, and what will come of that will come to that. But. That's my level of knowledge within the community. Uh, and that's what we tried to do. Um, we've had many examples of success stories via this. Um, a lot of our year 11 boys started rugby quite late.

Um, it didn't start until your rate or your nine, but many of them have gone on to play for the community clubs. When I started in the school, there was four of our current year, 11 rugby squad playing club rugby, and now there's 18. Uh, and for Bishop Vaughn to have 18 rugby club play has, is a massive success.

Uh, and as mentioned earlier on two of those and are involved in the ospreys and the 16 set that as well, which goes to show that there is a great amount of talent here that needs to be nurtured and it needs to be pushed and encouraged.




Question 12

James Thomas - So this is question 11. Do you think teachers are doing enough from the school? This could be helping out with teams pushing their own personal experience onto the pupils, if not state. Why and what can be done in your opinion to improve this? 

Tom Davies - A simple answer for the question the teachers doing enough is no.
Um, there's far few. Um, far too few teachers who are willing to help out. Um, despite the fact that we've got many very experienced rugby players as teachers in the school, um, who play, we've played in the past for many. Different, many different, uh, community clubs. Um, and it's a real shame that they don't push their own personal experience towards the pupils and see the benefits of what they could offer. Um, what has to be done to overcome this is that there has to be more support, uh, and more encouragement for these teachers to get involved. Um, and if they do, they're going to have a great impact on the school overall. Um, one example of the fact that we haven't got enough teachers helping out is the fact that I currently attend cohort, have no rugby team, despite the fact that it is a lot of interest for boys who want to play.

Tom Davies Extension - Um, the impact this is going to have on those boys is that they creep into the old habits of football only culture. This affects their behaviour around the school, their rapport and their relationships with their teachers do to bring it in their football culture rather than learning to be a more rounded individual from playing different sports. It also affects their overall GCSE physical education marks by not having as much experience of play in rugby, despite the fact that that rugby is going to be one of their marked activities for GCSE, uh, overall Mark, which is vast, which greatly going to affect the amount of. A star to C that we get, because we're talking about kids drop in marks for up to drop it up to 10 marks purely on one activity for their overall grade.

Tom Davies Extension - Um, teachers should be doing far more. We're here to help pupils, we encourage Pupils to try new things, and that doesn't happen enough. Um, for it to happen, as I said earlier, there needs to be more encouragement. It needs to be more involvement. It needs to be more of a. A link to the benefits that we actually bring these kids. And if a teacher, in my experience does it once and realizes how just how positive an environment take in an extracurricular rugby team can be and how much the boys love it, I think they will continue to do it. Um, but sadly that just isn't the case and teachers are very unwilling to get involved.

Question 13

James Thomas - This is a question four, what do you think I will gain from this research project. Based on year 9, 10, 11. Is it going to be positive or negative? Give your opinion. 

Tom Davies - Um, yeah. I think the overall results would be extremely positive for you as a person. Um, not just because of the topic you've tried to research, but because of your involvement and how, uh, how much you got involved with school rugby in your placement here, how much, how much willingness you had to be involved in the extracurricular side of things.

Tom Davies extension - Um, how much you realize and learned from. First-hand unexperienced, the, the richness and the added value that it can bring to many pupils. The actual research itself, I'm sure it is going to give you find many positive results because you will see. Um, a vast improvement in pupils’ attitudes, outcomes, um, and results for those pupils who fully immersed themselves in rugby culture, and you'll also see first-hand the negative connotations that it's had on. For example, our year 10 cohort who just simply haven't had the time and the provision given to them. So the fact that our rugby program in Bishop Vaughan has many negatives and many positive stories, the ultimate, the ultimate results of this investigation are no doubt going to be extremely positive for you in the future going forward as a teacher because it will give you the knowledge and awareness of those extra values and those added things that we can give to kids that they simply don't get from any other area of the curriculum.

End of interview - So ultimately, I think you'll gain a great deal from, from research in this topic.




















Questionnaires Year 9, 10, 11
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