
Challenges to policing by Consent: Identify and discuss obstacles and      controversies associated with policing by consent



In this essay I will be discussing and focusing on incidents of police misconduct and identifying and discussing obstacles controversies associated with policing with consent. As well as this I will be discussing the policing problems in today’s society and why it is difficult for the public to trust police officers. 


Police officers are very important to communities and their purpose is to ensure safety of the public, and to protect society from crime. They help maintain order, they defend and reassure communities while looking into crimes and prosecuting offenders. The role of a police officer is to help the public in times they need, to be someone the public can turn to for help and guidance, and to deter crime. Different organisations find comparable answers to the same problems, different approaches to policing sometimes overlap. The objectives of policing tactics can vary and may include locating suspects, preventing crime, or making efficient use of police resources. Extensive study can be used to identify the best methods for different situations (National Institute of Justice, no date). 


Sir Robert Peel established the English police service in London in 1829. Officers were referred to as Bobbies or Peelers in his honour. They were occasionally referred to as coppers, a term derived from the old English word cop, which means to seize. The original British police officers lacked firearms. Rather, they were carrying rattles and truncheons. Officers used whistles that date back to the 1880s. Top hats were on them. (They were eventually swapped out with helmets with head protection). In 1830, Constable Joseph Grantham became the first law enforcement officer to die while on duty (Lambert, no date) By the 20th century, policing became far more advanced by the invention of fingerprinting in 1901. By 1903, the first two police cars were bought in Britain. Following this the first murderer to be caught by Radio was in 1910, and the first policewoman in the world was recruited, and by 1937 the emergency number 999 was created for the police force. Advancing again in the 1960’s policemen could carry radios.  


Policing by consent is a basic idea that supports contemporary democracies. It is a concept based on the idea that, rather than coming from state power, police authority comes from the permission and collaboration of the people they serve (Watts, no date). Sir Robert Peel articulated the nine principles of policing by consent, even though there is no evidence that he devised these nine principles. The nine principles of policing with consent gets referred to the Peelian principles. 


Now, concentrating on incidents of police misconduct. Police have many cases of misconduct where police officers go above their powers, and sometimes break the law while dealing with the public. They use their actions inappropriately and this causes many problems in society. Some claim that the word "police misconduct" refers to any behaviour that is against organisational authority, official authority, or the principles and norms of moral police conduct. However, determining whether an action by a police officer is misbehaviour is frequently a matter of opinion and can vary depending on the social environment in which the behaviour occurs as well as who is asking for example police administration, other officers, members of the public, criminal suspects, the media, court officials, etc (Maher, 2015). 


In England and Wales, ending on the 31st of March 2022, there was 60% of police misconduct recorded. In police officer conduct matters that were referred to proceedings, 284 (36%) of the complaints found gross misconduct, while 414 (53%) of the allegations contained misbehaviour. 86 people, or 11%, were deemed to be innocent of any wrongdoing. Police misconduct happens a lot and this causes problem in society’s, such as the public not being able to trust police officers, which can lead to individuals not turning to police to report crimes. 


Police misconduct is a very big problem for communities. In order for the public to trust police officers, police misconduct must never exist. There are many cases of police misconduct, one example is the case of George Floyd a 46-year-old black man, who got murdered in Minnesota by a police officer called Derek Chauvin. There is vital evidence showing Floyd pleading for his life while the officer leaves his knee on the victim’s neck cutting off his oxygen supply. This is a good example of how policing with consent is important. Clearly the officer in this case breacher his rights and powers and did not cooperate with the public. 



Misconduct cases cause the loss of public trust, and it is important for police officers to gain the trust of the public back as it can cause a lot of problems. In March 2022, only 73% of the public trusted the police force compared to 80% in 2021. 


The Home Office must get specific information from the Forces regarding how they are using their authority. They also must provide the public with an opportunity to learn about their local force and voice their opinions on local policing, as required by section 34 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act of 2011.


After police forces having so many problems while coming to public trust the Metropolitan Police Service unveiled its first "turnaround plan" in January 2023, outlining how the force planned to fulfil its mandate of "more trust, less crime, and high standards." Nine priority areas were outlined in the proposal (Tudor, 2023). 


It is evident that not everyone enjoys being under police scrutiny. The administration does not even act as though this is the case. It does not imply an individual's assent. No one has the right to refuse to cooperate with the law enforcement or the police.
Rather, the Home Office asserts, note that it relates to the police's authority stemming from the general public's agreement (Dave, 2021). 


In a result of police misconduct and police officers not policing by consent there are lesser crimes being reported, the victim's perception of the police as the enemy or the fact that they were mistreated in the past are the likely causes. Young black men are more likely to be stopped and searched, which contributes to the perception that the police are institutionally racist. As a result, the victim may believe that if the police were racist, they wouldn't bother looking for someone who had harmed a black person (Thompson, 2019). 


In another case where a police officer named Wayne Couzens from the Metropolitan Police force raped and murdered Sarah Everard. This case is a clear example in why people don’t go to the police for help and how police misconduct can ruin public trust (Metropolitan police, no date). Specifically in this case, where a young girl was targeted, this could be a major problem in the safety for girls in the future, where they could be too scared to call police for help. 


Following this case, study’s shows that 47% of women, and even 40% of men reported that they trusted the police less. This shows, how policing by consent, and following rules, and policing correctly helps bring communities together and helps increase trust (End Violence Against Women, 2023). 
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