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This paper investigates literary, iconographical, and archaeological evidence for the spatial and temporal settings of domestic Roman textile work. It explores the intersection of female-gendered activities and shared, multi-functional domestic space, and its impact on male understanding of textile work. 

While literary and iconographic sources often emphasise an all-female context for textile work (e.g. Col. 12 praef. Suet. Aug. 64 and 73; Hier. Epist. 130.15), it is often assumed to have taken place in the atrium (Ascon. Milon. p. 43, cf. also Liv. 57 in medio aedium). In this space, domestic textile work in elite households is connected to the display of female virtuous domesticity (Wilkinson 2015; Larsson Lovén 2013) to visitors to the home as well as to family members. Archaeological finds confirm the presence of textile working equipment in shared spaces of Roman homes both in and beyond the atrium (Allison 2009; Flohr 2013). The weaving scene in the Ipogeo degli Aureli in Rome likewise points to the importance of display of virtue through textile work to a male audience. 

Yet both work and space is also readily eroticised in literary sources, where a male presence in a textile making context is described in terms of intrusion, aggression or cross-dressing (e.g. Prop. 1.3; Ov. Fast. 2.738-836). Other texts characterise domestic space used for textile production as spaces of female seclusion (Ov. Epist. 1.7-10; Met. 6.571-580; Claud. 20.403), generating implicit tension between male and female spaces and activities. 

Paying particular attention to the role of time and sequential versus simultaneous use of shared space, the paper aims to tease out potential differences in the spaces described, in the composition of groups, and in the type of work undertaken. 
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