Third assessment - A personal reflection to one of the field trip participations. [25% and 1000 words] 26th of October
ST. Fagans!
	During this module our class went on 3 trips this module: to Carmarthen Museum, Strata-Florida and St. Fagans. I think that this trip in my eyes was the better of the 3, I think there was the most to look at with the most inspirational areas inside, however I think that Strata Florida would’ve been better, but I didn’t get the chance to attend that due to family issues. I don’t think that in the 2 trips I attended there was a whole lot of archaeological parts which is going to make this reflection a lot harder for me to do! 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]	I don’t think waking up at 8am even for a field trip is a fun thing to do, and then to have an almost 2-hour bus journey wasn’t great, no breakfast for me! On the way there all I did was listen to some music and secure myself some The Cure tickets so can’t complain. When we got there, I didn’t know what to expect as I had never been there before so everything there was going to be a complete shock to me. On the way in we saw some cute sheep eating and laying down inside of an old built style sheep pen, where the roof was made from hay!! Something I didn’t expect was there to be such a variety of different buildings, and eras to look through! When we got there the first thing that we visited was some old-style homes full of old furniture taking us back into what they would’ve looked like back in the day, one of the houses had a warm fire burning on the inside, this I found to make the buildings seem more homely. Me and my friends continued to wonder down the paths down to where there where more old shops which showed us what the working conditions would’ve been like, with the lack of lighting etc... We saw a clogs workshop, a horse bridal shop, and a smithy. In an archaeological view you could look at it as the reconstruction of these historical buildings into one location. On the museums website they state that for 75 years archaeology and numismatics has collected evidence of life and death in Wales. This shows us that from a historical/archaeological side we know that there is archaeological value behind these ancient buildings built in St. Fagan’s. [Archaeology & Numismatics | Museum Wales]
	After looking around the old workspaces, we visited the newer shops and made some little purchases whilst we were there. I bought this delicious lollipop from a sweets shop!! We visited this incredible building which contained a lot of historical aspects, including a ton of old newspaper articles in both Welsh and English, which seemed to have some sort of [image: A stained glass window in a room

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]timeline on them. My favourite part of this building was the library as I feel [image: A shelf full of books

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]like it really set the mood for the time, and I think the lack of lighting really helped towards that it was dark but not so dark that would make it impossible to read. Up the stairs of the main building there was this beautiful stained-glass window that really made us step back and appreciate what we were looking at! This building also had a ‘show room’ I suppose you could call it, which had a projector showing different videos taken from back in the day, I found this interesting, but I didn’t stay around to [image: A room with a stone floor and a table with a stone table and a window

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]watch it for very long as I felt we still had a lot to explore.	Authors own img. 17.10.25

	After that we stopped for some lunch which my friend had prepared a delicious pasta bake the night before, and we also stopped at the Vulcan Pub and tried some of their alcohol options… stopping at one of the chapels was next on our list. As someone who hates even entering any form of church this one was beautiful with very appealing colours to it, it made me feel like I was just in any old building, and it didn’t have any religious aspect to it. We later visited another church called ‘St Teilo’s Church’ created in the late 12th or 13th century according to the St. Fagans website [St Teilo's Church - Collections Online]. This church felt a lot more like I would be judged if I didn’t believe in god. I didn’t like this one at all although the pictures inside where beautiful it wasn’t for me.Authors own img. 17.10.25
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]	To finish of the day, we went and explored the castle built around 1580 and built on the ruins of an old Norman Motte and Bailey castle. [St Fagans Castle - Collections Online]. which I think was the most beautiful and relaxing part of the park. The gardens where insane and I felt so at peace from the moment we walked in. we sat and enjoyed the scenery for a while before we wondered over to the actual castle itself. I was a bit disappointed by the castle as the building looked too new meaning it looked out of place compared to everything around it. We saw loads of little fish swimming around in the lakes with autumnal leaves falling everywhere. I think it was the perfect way to end our trip to St. Fagans.
	I am a bit disappointed with the lack of archaeological aspects and still think that doing Strata-Florida would’ve been better if I had gone! You can clearly see that there is archaeological meaning behind a lot of the buildings and other things here but there isn’t a direct link per say. I enjoyed going on all these trips and I think I made the right decision to write about this one over Carmarthen Museum.
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