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1. Part One
2. Introduction
3. Before 1999 the responsibly for education was with central government in England but then the national assembly for Wales was created (Water,2016) which allow the Welsh assembly government to decide educational polices for Wales. After consultations and the need to improve the low PISA scores for Wales (Wightwick, 2016) it was felt that children were not prepared properly for secondary schools and a new curriculum was needed, as the PISA scores were showing that 15-year-olds in secondary schools falling behind in literacy, numeracy and science. This assignment will look at the implementation of the play-based curriculum and discuss its impact by examining what others have said about it, linking it to theory and policy throughout.

4. Main Body
5. According to learning and teaching pedagogy (2008) Play-based learning is all about allowing children explore through play such as role play, messy play, outdoor play, this allows practitioners and observe children’s development through active play this can bring wide range of opportunities for all children as this gives practitioners the chance to see where children’s strength and weaknesses are implementing the new curriculum into children’s learning. Learning and teaching (2008) says getting right balance with children is important as this broadens the access for their learning and development this will also meet with the learning areas within the new curriculum.

6. When it comes to children’s learning it is vitally important that all schools meet the needs of children’s development through the curriculum Learning and teaching (2008) has said responding to the children’s development through the areas of learning will meet the interests and needs of each child.
7. According to Welsh assembly government (2008) play-based learning is about allowing children to learn through play, developing their skills and transferring it onto the 7 different areas of learning allowing children to be actively involved in experimental learning these activities are provides through the foundation phase curricula.

8. Donaldson has now introduced a new curriculum. According to the new curriculum for Wales (2022) new curriculum was introduced this year 2022 into the schools but wasn’t rolled out until September 2022 the new curriculum has changed a lot it has now been rolled out into secondary schools as the previous one was just for primary from reception to year 6 new is from reception to year 11 of secondary schools. The Government has also changed the areas of learning it is no longer 7 different areas it is now 5 learning areas with cookery lessons added in as a compulsory learning area. 
9. According to the curriculum for Wales (2022) it has now got 5 developmental pathways for children which are belonging, communication, exploration, physical development, well-being. This is where children’s development can actively progress from early years stages to year 11 of secondary school. There is other additional developmental stages as well such as physical literacy where children can develop a wide range of fundamental movement skills, these will be the basic skills for children in the early years setting while their starting to develop their independence they will learn how to jump, risky play where they will see something they should not do but they will attempt it, exploring different parts of the world for example the outdoors looking different parts of the woods trees, wood, stones, leaf’s all these will allowing children to develop additional skills. 

10. According to curriculum for Wales (2022) Literacy: language and communication, speech is a key part of all children’s development giving children the chance to learn holistically through real life experience is a vital part of their learning through play opportunities as practitioner’s we have crucial role in providing children with any different activities these could be from, building blocks for language, beginning with supporting attention , listening and understanding all children with their emotional development and well-being also with their speaking and communication skills having one to one to allow children build on what their struggling with though this development as practitioner’s should allow to ensure all children have a process where they can learn what they are hearing see what they can understand before responding to children.


11. According to curriculum for Wales (2022) Numeracy: When it comes to numeracy children usually have natural way of developing and understanding maths through play-based, such as multisensory play and outdoor experiences getting children to have experience in the outdoor environment is the best way for children to learn, with the support of the new curriculum helping children engage with mathematical development will strengthen their understanding of maths as they grow older 
12. Digital competence: for many children growing up technology is an important part of their learning as children use technology for everyday living it is now a vital part of their education, it is essential for children be informed about how to use digital software correctly for example focusing on developing their skills that can will need to applied as they grow older as children start secondary school it is compulsory for all children to have lessons in technology normally known as (ICT) information communication technology the activities children can have in a ICT lessons are projects, this could be from charities, mental health or their favourite subjects group activities mind mapping where as a group of children can come up brain storming ideas for an presentation they could be doing for an assignment 
13. According to Welsh Government (2008) children actively learning through play allows children to develop their 7 areas of learning and also gives children more holistic way of learning, such as children developing more than one skill through one activity this is giving children the chance to build their skills through multiple of activities that will strengthen their main developmental skills as they grow older.
14. According to Froebel (2008) Allowing children to actively learn through play was key essential in their education and learning, giving them opportunities t learning activities such as drawing, singing games, modelling and playing, and also bringing in the holistic approach as a way of blending children’s education together this also was great for the speech and language allowing children to speak about what they enjoy their emotions, feelings and thoughts this was great way to recognise how children where feeling what they enjoy the most. 
15. Montessori (2008) was a doctor that wanted to support and help children that had learning difficulties have the same experiences  as every other children in the same school as them and the way she did this was by developing and introducing sensory and structed teaching methods that would enable this to happen in the schools that where children with ALN or other learning difficulties could have the same education and develop the same way as everyone else Montessori was just like Froebel allowing children to learn. And develop through paly you got to see children developing though their natural stages. 

16. Piaget (2008) who was a swiss psychologist that concentrated on the cognitive development side of children stating at which ages children develop for example 0-2 years the sensory-motor stage, 2-6/7 years the pre-operational stage (symbolic development of concepts: play) 7-11/12 years the concrete operations stage (logical and mathematical) 11 years onwards the stage of formal operations (abstract thinking). Piaget based these theories on children’s ages and stages what they would be able to develop and learn from the environment they were learning in and their interactions when it came to activities. 
17. Vygotsky (2008) Vygotsky main focus was about introducing social interactions into schools and early years settings, allowing children to learn and be educated about why being social with your peers is important as this helps children develop their speech and  language through being social by interacting with other children, teachers and practitioner’s when children are learning to speak through play-based earning this encourages children to be vocal with their speech for example talking to other children, saying what they’re doing or what they want to do, this allows all children to achieve higher level of understanding than they would being alone.  
18. When it comes to funding in an early years settings some settings may not get the full funding they need or want due to government cuts not enough money being put into the settings, this can have serious impact on the early years settings, primary schools and secondary schools as not all departments will get the training they need for the curriculum, The new curriculum for Wales (2022) has said not all staff will want to be trained for the curriculum some staff will not want to introduce the new area of learning some may just want to stick to the previous curriculum, many practitioners will be resistant to change within the settings for and they may decline the opportunity to go further training to update their knowledge of the curriculum,  some staff might be able to turn up for training due to personal commitments, settings might not have the funding or the money to train all staff,  staffing ratio will be an issue trying to make sure that there will be enough staff on site as well as sending certain staff on the training courses.
19. Conclusion
20. Summarising what has been explained about the new curriculum for wales what has been introduced, what’s been removed or added how everyone has adopted to these new changes how these curricula will make bigger change to secondary schools how children will benefit from these changes how will staff adopt as well.  

21. Part 2
22. What is ‘unique child’ 
23. According to teachers TV (2001) unique child is about giving children to be who they want to be through role play dressing up acting out different roles such as nursers, vet nurses, shop keeper, giving children their own voices about who they want to be and what they want to do, teachers TV (2001) has also talked about inclusive practice allow any child join in any activities, school plays, and shows no matter who they are or where they are from also having parents joining in with their child or children making them feel special and important. 
24. Practitioners building up strong relationship with parents over time give all parents the confidence they need to have that involvement in their child or children education. Listening to parents giving them voice about their own children any concerns or worries they may have, getting parents involved in the school settings gives parent’s an insight to how their children is getting on this is also chance for practitioner’s and parent’s build strong partnership. 
25. Keeping a child safe while their playing is important according to teachers TV (2001) it is always important to keep children safe while playing outdoors or even indoors also giving them to little bit of freedom to take risks to see how far they can go at the same time practitioner’s giving children warning in advance of the dangers might be there if they do try allow them to make their own judgements about the activities they want to do this could be painting outside, climbing and also water activities.
26. Children well-being extremely important to all practitioners and parents teachers TV (2001) says putting children’s well-being at the top of their learning is vital for example when every chid starts school all practitioner’s will have one to one with parent’s to see what they would like their child to get out of their learning and education while pinpointing what they would like their child to achieve it is also important for practitioner’s to have these one to ones with each child to see where their strengths and weakness is work on where they could be struggling on and to motivate children into what they enjoy doing.
27. According to the Foundation Phase Wales (2015) giving children that sense of independence in play-based activities allows children to show their real interest in what they like doing, for example messy play, role paly, and outdoor play, all these different ways of learning gives children that sense of what they can achieve seeing how far they can push their limits into what they can can’t do this is where they learning of the world will make from. 
28. Giving children confidence that they can do any activities they want also comes with risks and giving children that information so they can make their own minds up The Foundation Phase for Wales (2015) has also stated that when giving children confidence will encourage children to be more confident in themselves also gives them self-esteem to do things that taking risk can be good to certain limit.
29. Jenkins, J. (2016) has stated allowing children to learn through different ways, cultural is best way for the education for them to learn and grow for example letting children explore foods, where their friends and peers are from, around the world activities, giving children knowledge and understanding of where everything comes from why it is important to learn about it. 

30. Part 3
31. Blog
32. Children In the early years setting learning about outdoor play through the curriculum
33. After doing some research on outdoor play through the curriculum I have found that children always learn better when they are hands on and experimenting through play according to the curriculum for Wales (2022) giving children the chance to explore the outdoors through play is a vital part of their development and learning. Allowing them to have that choice of freedom of what they would like to do allows them to have sense of independence of knowing they can free play outdoors still being able to push boundaries take risks to see what they can and can’t do. 

34. The curriculum for wales (2022) also states practitioner’s observing children through the outdoors gives practitioners chance to see how children perform through physical development and play-based learning this also gives parents to the chance to see how their children getting on what motivates their children through play what they can do to encourage their children. 

35. Gathering research about outdoor play how to make it lot more environmental child friendly is an important part of every child’s learning according to Welsh Government (2022) finding new ways to improve the outdoors for children’s development and learning is key for any child’s learning seeing what they like observing every child in what they do is a key part of their development, allowing children to transition through the outdoor play is vital as they grow older they develop interest that will ensure a stronger development when they reach secondary school. Welsh Government (2022) has also said calibrating this work of outdoor play with secondary school will have easier and smoother transiting process for children reaching secondary school for example if they have any learning difficulties, disabilities, or need one to one help all of this will make children’s education in secondary school lot more happier as they will get lot more out of outdoor learning as this will stem the way for children know what they would like to do after leaving school. 

36. According to Hamilton (2016) there are many different benefits for children being outdoors as it is more hands on for children meaning not just exploring nature and what they have but also the activities they get to enjoy, climbing, building with friends, messy play outdoors this could be painting on wood, decorating what they have just build, playing In water, getting messy with the mud kitchen all these activities shows practitioner’s how they can adopt with their physical development and social development, what their fine moto skills are like did they struggle with anything, what new things did they learning from being outdoors what excited them and would they not do again. 

37. This is the best way for practitioners to do observations on the children they can go into depth about children’s strengths and weaknesses. For many recent years there has been reduced lack of learning for outdoors in early years settings due fear of children being abducted by strangers, getting lost, lot of anxiety about children being outdoors according to LOTC (2022) recently has been significant change on how councils and early years settings sees the outdoors building safer environment for children to learn in having more access to have safer equipment outdoors for children training practitioner’s about what children can and cannot do outdoors, allowing children to understand the dangers there is to being outdoors and what they should do if they get scared. 

38. Introducing new activities through the curriculum that will be more outdoors this could be field trips to different parks, woods, joining in with other primary school settings to see how they learn through the outdoors, understanding what the outdoors is all about, taking them risks knowing when it is safe when it isn’t safe, all this allows children to make their own decisions gives them sense of independence. Before any children can do any outdoor paly activities assessments have to be taken in order to prevent anything happening to the children Foundation Phase (2009) has stated any activities that are for outdoors have to assessed and looked at and a assessments has to be undertaken by all practitioner’s to ensure that all children will be safe and any equipment that is out should also be checked to make sure it is not broken if it is broken either replace it or get it fixed. 

39. Also teaching children about the risks of the outdoors giving all children lessons in understanding what risk and hazards are an important part of their education and learning, as they can then decide when they go outside if it is dangerous or not. Foundation Phase (2009) has also stated that giving children wide range of resources they can play with giving children these options to have in their development give them drive and focus on what they like to do. While children are enjoying the outdoors it is it is extremely important that all practitioners who are outdoors with all children monitor each child what they are doing always having a member of staff standing by each activity make sure nothing dangerous happens to any of the children and that there is a first aid box ready for anything that might happen and an accident and incident book. 

40. Foundation Phase (2009) says while keeping children safe allowing children to explore new skills while outdoors enhances their development as they grow older this also allows children to learn through their new skills and also use them in everyday activities, allowing children to do activities on their own with some supervision this will build up their independence of doing things for themselves and learning from everything they’ve been told what going on around them.
41. When it comes to dealing with emergencies it is always important to keep every child and not to panic them make sure their surrounding areas has removed anything that did hurt them also having all other practitioners to bring all children indoors not to alarm any other children and get the help the child or children need. Foundation Phase (2009) says after every activity evaluating every child’s activity is an important part of their development these will see how children have done what areas might need improving and what can stay the same, what they enjoy the most taking photos only with parents’ permission sharing the children’s day with their parents are important giving them feedback on how their child or children have done in school, this will be an important part for practitioner’s to build strong relationship to have more involvement in their child or children education at school. 

42. This could be joining with sports day, school trips, parades, all these activities involving the parent’s will give children so much confidence for themselves this will encourage children to do better in school,  giving out prizes to children when they’ve achieved a challenge or an activity gives children that self-confidence when they achieve something they can reward themselves by giving incentives this to children will help them learn lot more for example giving them extra time on the computer, picking their favourite book, having extra paly time, these little extras will go a long way for children. 
43. Foundation Phase (2009) explains having the right materials and resources for all activities is important for all children as many children learn in different ways making sure you have the right materials and resources for the right age range if they have any disabilities as this will make their learning lot more easier for them, and lot more enjoyable also having one to ones with each child to see how they are progressing with their work, working with other schools will also benefit the children for example forest school taking children on trips to see how other schools adapt with children’s learning and development this is great inside for practitioners to see how they can improve on the school facilities weather they need to make anything different such as adding new facilities maybe removing equipment that would be beneficial for each child. Schools communicating with each other to see how they support children’s learning what they do to promote play-based learning through outdoor play, working with mutli-agency as well to support outdoor play for children these could be other early years settings that are based for the outdoors, different charities that work to support all children with a range of abilities and disabilities to give all children the same education and learning 
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