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              This module reflective report is about skills such as Academic writing skills, paraphrasing skills and referencing skills. These skills are essential to write a high-quality academic paper and guarantee that the ideas are clearly conveyed, and all the sources are correctly referenced and to show the full understanding of the research. Throughout all my academic path it was a challenging experience of gaining these skills but after consistent practice and self-analysis I have made a significant progress.

               Academic writing is important in all degree programs. There is a big difference between an academic writing and other types of writing. It is also a skill that students must learn at the beginning of the program to help them succeed in writing future reports.  There are two types of academic writing, student academic writing which is used to write assessments in universities and school and expert academic writing which is only written to be published in academic journals and books. Students must clearly structure and organize their report and include evidence from other experts in the field.  The CRAAP test can be used to evaluate information that has been found online to prove legitimacy of the argument and strengthen the conclusion.
                  C- Currency – the timeliness of the information
                  R- Relevance – the importance of the information needed
                  A- Authority – the source of the information 
                  A- Accuracy – the reliability, truthfulness and correctness of the content
                 P- Purpose – the reason the information exists
              The text in academic writing must be grammatically correct. To improve my vocabulary I have read, write and discus the subject a lot on the course. Taking notes can be a good practice for improving vocabulary and writing skills by quickly summarise given information. 
              When I just started practicing writing reports or summary, I initially did not know how to plan the structure of it and organise all the ideas that I wanted to write about. Usually, I would just jump straight into writing which made it difficult for me to summarise all the ideas together. However, during weeks 3-4 while studying academic writing I began to understand the importance of plan to help me guide my arguments and ideas.
One of the challenges that I have faced while practicing my academic writing is using academic tone for my work. In the beginning of this module, I used a lot of informal language. However, my goal was to have an opportunity to write and speak in academic language and to improve this I began to read more academic books and journals. As I practised, I began to avoid the use of informal language and use simplified language. 
              Through this process I learned how to use different strategies to improve my writing skills and gained better understanding of key academic practises. My development in academic writing focused on strong paragraph structure of the and good engagement with the source.  In the beginning, I found it difficult to organise my thoughts and present my arguments. However, throughout the practice I have improved my ability of structure my essays logically. I aim to continue developing my critical thinking skills, especially in areas o analysis and argumentation to improve quality of my writing.  
               If you want to be successful in your academic writing, you need to read an article and summarise your ideas on a particular argument. It is very important to cite the authors of the articles from which you have taken an idea to avoid plagiarism in your work, regardless of whether you summarise, quote or paraphrase the article. Effective citations and use of read articles can prove trustworthiness of your writing and show opposite way of things that you have commented. Paraphrasing should be a summary of read article in your own words not just change of certain words or sentences.
               At the beginning of my academic journey, I did not know much about paraphrasing. I only changed certain words of the text by finding a synonym or changing a sentence but the whole idea of the text hasn’t changed which led into unintentional plagiarism. I was trying very hard to keep the original idea of an author by only paraphrasing the text without changing the initial idea and often just rearranging sentence structure. However, while practicing paraphrasing in the class and at home I have improved my paraphrasing, focusing on fully understanding the source and re-write it in my own words. There are many techniques to practice paraphrasing such as using synonyms, using other forms of words (verb to noun, noun to verb), changing from passive voice to active voice to paraphrase the question, I have also tried changing the word order or use a combination of techniques to make the practice more effective and get the best results. I have used methods such as writing by memory and checking my paraphrase with an original text to make sure they structured differently. I was also working on using academic language to write my reports and reference all borrowed ideas. The comments from my lecturer have also helped me to improve my paraphrasing and reflection of the original text. Sometimes it is still a challenge to fully understand and evaluate dense academic text, and I will improve it by practicing paraphrasing more and improving my citation practice. 

                The ability to create references is very important in academic writing. Failure to do so usually considerate as academic theft (plagiarism). So, it is very important to always reference source in your reports to prove your knowledge, good research and understanding of the source and avoid plagiarism.
                 When I first came into referencing system, I had a very limited knowledge about it. I did realise that citation is required while writing academic reports, but I did not fully understand how to avoid plagiarism. There is a lot of different referencing styles such as MLA (Modern Language Association) system, the Harvard system that is used in our university, the APA (American Psychological Association) and the MHRA (Modern Humanities Research Association) system. Additionally, understanding of how to cite paraphrased ideas was a confusing part at the beginning. I found that I was often using the sources without the correct credit to the original author which led to errors. These problems made me realise the importance of citations and references and made me develop more organised approach. While practicing my academic writing I have tried to improve my referencing skills using ‘Cite Them Right’ guide and online resources to apply these rules correctly. I have also started to pay more attention to the details when citing in-text. I have started making note of the page numbers and the author of the information so that I do not forget to add citation details while drafting the papers. I still occasionally make mistakes while referencing multiple authors in one citation, I will still have to work on it by continue practicing and reviewing my work.
            To summarise, reflecting on my academic writing skills, referencing skills and paraphrasing skills has helped me a lot in becoming a better writer and researcher. Overall, these three skills are interconnected and essential to writing a quality academic paper. As I reflected on my development in these areas, I realised how important it is to practise and revise these modules to improve my work each time and become a more effective and confident academic writer. 
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