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What is Nvivo?

Not a must/Microsoft Excel

But a powerful tool!

CAQDAS: Computer assisted qualitative data 
analysis software

MAXQDA, ATLAS.ti, N6, NUD *IST (the dawn of 
CAQDAS, featured with non-numerical 
unstructured data indexing, searching and 
theorizing) 



Why choose Nvivo instead of 
others?

+ Recommended by my supervisor!

+ Supported by UWTSD IT service

+ All my peers use it!(except one)

+ Numerous strengths



Strengths of Nvivo
+ Character-based coding

+ Rich text capabilities

+ Multi-media functions

+ Cooperate across geographical spaces network

+ High compatibility to research designs



How to make 
use of Nvivo?

+ Major functions

+ CODING

+ Visualization



Literature review



Concepts/
buttons



Coding and nodes





Theme nodes and case nodes







Visualization





Figure 1 Phases of thematic analysis, adapted from (Braun and Clarke, 2006)



My coding process

Codes Categories Themes
• Open-minded
• Empathy
• Dig more information from clients
• Keep your manager updated
• Coordination and management

Awareness and
willingness of
communication

Communicative skills

• Support your working partner
• Able to work in a team

Willing to work
with others

Cooperation

• Linguistic knowledge of working
languages

• Fluency in speaking
• Fluency in writing
• Accurate delivery
• Appropriateness in expression

Knowledge of
target and source
languages

Bilingual expertise

• Good short-term memory
• Note-taking skills
• Public speaking
• Transfer between encoding and

Capability to
translate between
target and source
languages

Transfer competence



My big goal
+ To explore the competencies of language practitioners in China 

from the perspectives of themselves using capital theories

+ Objectives:
+ To explore the set of competencies of language practitioners 

required through their experience
+ Identify the significantly required competencies of language

practitioners
+ To establish a framework of competency development for 

language practitioners in the future



+ My diagram of key areas in this research and literature review (Sun, 2022)

Human capital 
(What you know)
• Skills
• knowledge
• Experience
•

Language practitioners’ sustainable 
employability

Contextual factors 
• Chinese labour market
• Technological development

Perceived employability

Social capital 
(who you know)
• Networks
• Social class
• Relation

Psychological capital 
(Who you are)
• Confidence
• Hope
• Optimism
• Resilience



My research design

+ Mixed method research (qualitatively driven)

+ The quantitative part is yet to be decided until the 
qualitative result is crystal clear.

+ But surely some tool are in need for qualitative data 
collection and analysis.



Operational steps in Nvivo: 
my example  in this software



References 
+ BRAUN, CLARKE & RANCE 2015. How to use thematic analysis with interview data. In: VOSSLER, 

A. & MOLLER, N. (eds.) The Counselling and Psychotherapy Research Handbook. London: SAGE 
Publications Ltd.

+ BRAUN & CLARKE 2019. To saturate or not to saturate? Questioning data saturation as a useful 
concept for thematic analysis and sample-size rationales. Qualitative research in sport, exercise 
and health, 13, 201-216.

+ CONNELLY &  PELTZER 2016. Underdeveloped Themes in Qualitative Research: Relationship 
With Interviews and Analysis. Clinical Nurse Specialist, 30, 52-57.

+ NOBLE & SMITH 2015. Issues of validity and reliability in qualitative research. Evidence-based 
nursing, 18, 34-35.

+ SALDAÑA 2016. The coding manual for qualitative researchers. In: SEAMAN, J. (ed.) 3rd ed.: 
SAGE Publications Ltd.

+ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZskrwhFT63g

+ http://help-nv11.qsrinternational.com/desktop/concepts/Understand_the_key_concepts.htm

+ http://help-
nv11.qsrinternational.com/desktop/concepts/move_forward_with_queries_and_visualizations.ht
m

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZskrwhFT63g
http://help-nv11.qsrinternational.com/desktop/concepts/Understand_the_key_concepts.htm

