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A Critical Examination of the Key Primary Sources
Word count: 2203
This essay critically examines the material about Jung’s cosmology and the place of astrology within it in ‘Astrology and the I Ching’ chapter, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, selected and introduced by Roderick Main. [footnoteRef:1] In the book, it recorded that Jung’s interest in astrology dates from around 1911, and continued to the end of Jung’s life, which was proved by his letter to Freud in 1911 and B.V. Raman in 1947.[footnoteRef:2] This book is considered as an excerpt collection of his major writings on the subjects of synchronicity and paranormal, and also an introduction of Jung’s ideas and involvement in these areas. The material examined is encountering the paranormal, the excerpts, to some extent, directly and indirectly projecting Jung’s understanding about cosmology, time and the merits of astrology. In this essay, I will review Jung’s cosmology from four different aspects, which are time and space aspect, psychic and physical aspect, causal and acausal, conscious and unconscious, which combined his cosmology, as well as the importance of astrology taking a apart in his cosmology theory.  [1:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, Princeton, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), pp.79-90.]  [2:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, Princeton, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p.11] 

Synchronicity theory was created by Jung and first formulated in 1920s. [footnoteRef:3]He was specific interested in meaningful coincidence dates and was impressed both by the frequency with which coincidence phenomena occurred and by their meaningfulness to those who experience them.[footnoteRef:4] Nicholas Campion claimed that, it was the ambition of Jung to set up a corresponding theory for the psychic universe, which is the counterpart to Einstein’s theory of relativity.[footnoteRef:5] Jung investigated the phenomena of the collective unconscious and kept coming across connections which he cannot explain as coincidence. [footnoteRef:6]The excerpts selected chronologically, from his early attempt and understanding of astrology, to his practice of oriental divinatory technique, such as I Ching, resulting in a deeper think about time, coincidence, and unconsciousness thereafter, illustrate the development process of his concept and proposition of synchronicity，which is the key figure of his cosmology and can be observed in roughly five aspects: [3:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, Princeton, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p.8]  [4:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, Princeton, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p.8]  [5:  Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, (London: Bloomsbury,2012), p.255]  [6:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, Princeton, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p.8
] 

1. Time 
In the Letter to Sigmund Freud in 1911, Jung found the placement of planet in one’s nativity can produce a definite character picture, which brings the libido symbols at a birth time.[footnoteRef:7] It stimulated Jung’s interest in astrology and the time applied in astrology. He found that the astronomical planet position is different from the astrological sign, but astrology is still workable because of the art of time.[footnoteRef:8] In the first step of astrological experimental, he got the conclusion that ‘the time proves to be a stream of energy filled with qualities and not, an abstract concept or precondition of knowledge.’[footnoteRef:9] Jung found the same connection of time in I Ching, which project the succession of unconsciously perceived inner content into the outer time.[footnoteRef:10] According to the meaningful coincidence of time, Jung gave a name ‘qualitative time’[footnoteRef:11] to refer to synchronicity, containing sympathy or correspondent or pre-established harmony.  [7:  C.G. Jung, ‘Letter to Sigmund Freud (12 June 1911), Letters, vol.1. p. 24’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 79]  [8:  C.G. Jung, ‘Letter to B. Baur (29 January 1934), Letters vol.1. pp 138-9’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 80.]  [9:  C.G. Jung, ‘Letter to B. Baur (29 January 1934), Letters vol.1. pp 138-9’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 80.]  [10:  C.G. Jung, ‘Letter to B. Baur (29 January 1934), Letters vol.1. pp 138-9’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 80.]  [11:  C.G. Jung, ‘Foreword to “I Ching”, CW11 1950’, in Jung on the synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 88.] 

In the Foreword to I Ching, Jung states ‘synchronicity takes the coincidence of events in space and time as meaning something more than mere chance’[footnoteRef:12]. In case of leaving meaningfulness aside, time and space, Jung’s synchronicity theory represent the fundamental containers or universe, the universe of events and existence of bodies. Also, noticeably, the speculation of the relativity of time and space, inspired by a conversation with Albert Einstein, who was working on the theory of relativity at that time, contributed to Jung’s earliest thinking on synchronicity[footnoteRef:13]. Therefore, the rudimental observation or the origin of Jung’s cosmology, synchronicity, was born on the observation of time between meaningful coincidences. [12:  C.G. Jung, ‘Foreword to “I Ching”, CW11 1950’, in Jung on the synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), pp. 85-88.]  [13:  Harold Coward, ‘Taoism and Jung: synchronicity and the self’, Philosophy East & West, Vol 46, (1996), pp.477-495] 

  
2. Psychic and physical aspect
As Jung claimed, no matter the form of divination is by throwing the three coins, or counting through the forty-nine yarrow-stalks, ‘the coincidence and microphysical event include the observer just as much as the reality underlying the I Ching comprises subjective, psychic conditions in the totality of the momentary situation.’[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  C.G. Jung, ‘Foreword to “I Ching”, CW11 1950’, in Jung on the synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 87.] 


In Jung’s thought, the application of I Ching in Chinese culture is the notion of the archetypes between the collective unconscious and psychophysical events. The one who use the materials of three coins in the external world, should know how to interpret the psychophysical structure. [footnoteRef:15] As Harold Coward claimed, like the ancient Chinese mind of the interrelation of the divination event with I Ching, Jung conceived of the archetype as interrelating the concept of inner psyche with the concept of the external cosmos. When the two of inner psyche and external cosmos connected, an experience of synchronicity took place.[footnoteRef:16] Hence, beyond the time aspect, in some way, the cosmos of Jung can be described by the coincidence of events occur in both inner psychic and physical, or a phenomenological world.  [15:  C.G. Jung, ‘Foreword to “I Ching”, CW11 1950’, in Jung on the synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 87]  [16:  Harold Coward, Taoism and Jung: Synchronicity and the Self, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 46, No. 4 (Hawai’i: University of Hawai'i Press, 1996), pp. 477-495] 


3. Causal and acausal aspect 
Regarding to the I Ching’s answer, Jung found that it is amazing coincidences referring to the idea of an acausal parallelism.[footnoteRef:17] He made several interesting experiments with his patients and discussed it with Chinese philosopher Hu Shih about the question and accurate answer which get from I Ching.[footnoteRef:18] As Jung claimed, he collected a significant number of answers which did hit the mark.[footnoteRef:19] The experiments of I Ching made Jung feel that it was not sufficient to explain the world only by the principle of causality, what Western people used in science.[footnoteRef:20] The wisdom of I Ching is a completely different way of Western thinking, and the hexagram worked out in a certain moment coincided and involved the acausal concept that formulates a point of view diametrically opposed to that of causality.  [17:  C.G. Jung, ‘From: Memories, Dreams, Reflections (1963), pp.342-2’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 82.]  [18:  C.G. Jung, ‘From: Memories, Dreams, Reflections (1963), pp.342-2’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 82.]  [19:  C.G. Jung, ‘From: Memories, Dreams, Reflections (1963), pp.342-2’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 82.]  [20:  C.G. Jung, ‘Foreword to “I Ching”, CW11 1950’, in Jung on the synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 87] 

Regarding to the principle of acausality, scholar Lance Storm further argued that, generally, our physical world can scientifically be described by the natural laws, which are established on the principle of causality and constructed by statistical truths, while, the psychic world, on the contrary, is usually depicted by mysterious, unperceivable, incomprehensible, and ‘lack of the connectedness’[footnoteRef:21], ascribed to the principle of acausality. Therefore, to some extents, causal and acausal can be deemed as another type of expression of physical and psychic in Jung’s cosmology.  [21:  Lance Storm, ‘Synchronicity, causality, and acausality’, The Journal of Parapsychology, Durham Vol 63, Iss.3 (1999), pp.247-269.] 


4. Conscious and unconscious
To expound primarily the correlation between psychic and physical world, and the idea of an acausal parallelism, and secondary the psychic events, it’s remarkable that Jung introduced the unconscious, ‘which shows that there is a peculiar coincidence with time’.[footnoteRef:22] To support his viewpoint, in his letter to Freud, Jung tried to imply that the personal unconscious, such as a complex, cannot be diagnosed by psychological methodology, but, in some way, can be detected with the help of occults, such as astrology.[footnoteRef:23]  [22:  C.G. Jung. ‘Letter to B.Baur Letters vol.1, pp.138-9, 29 Jan 1934’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p 81.  ]  [23:  C.G. Jung. ‘From: Letter to Sigmund Freud(12 June 1911), Letters, vol.1, p.24.’ , in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p 79. ] 

Further, by taking the validation of the experimental application of astrology as the help of his clinical psychological diagnosis and repeatedly practice of I Ching, which is not based on the principle of causality. Harold Coward argued that, ‘as Jung put it in a letter dated August 1951, the archetype is an "arranger" of psychic forms inside and outside the psyche into meaningful patterns. When this occurs one is taken out of one's small ego consciousness by experiencing contact with the larger meaning-whole of oneself within the cosmos.’[footnoteRef:24]  [24:  Harold Coward, ‘Taoism and Jung: synchronicity and the self’, Philosophy East & West ,Vol 46, (Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press, 1996), p481] 

Jung tried to demonstrate the existence of collective unconscious and archetypes, which is based on the ordered universe into which everything fits rather than the prelogical order .[footnoteRef:25] On such psychological aspect, it seems that Jung attempted to build a bridge between inner world to outer cosmos, from exploring the whole picture of the macro-world by realization the collective unconscious and archetype, and then to dwelling on discovering of the self-awareness of individual.  [25:  Harold Coward, ‘Taoism and Jung: synchronicity and the self’, Philosophy East & West ,Vol 46, (Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press, 1996), p481] 



To sum, synchronicity is the key theory of Jung’s cosmology. Generally, in scientific world, the notion of coincidence is usually used to explain the events occur simultaneously and meaningfully. However, such explanation will get less convincible when coincidence getting often. [footnoteRef:26] The theory of synchronicity, in a sense, over and over, was prompting Jung to develop his theory about time or simultaneity, psychic and physical, causal and acausal, conscious and unconscious, as the four aspect, shown above. With maturing think of the previous four aspects, the synchronicity became a theory, and is described as ‘two or more events constitute synchronicity when a meaningful connection-meaningful association-can be made between the events, but it is only synchronicity when meaningfulness is the connecting principle between the events with no causal connections’[footnoteRef:27]. The theory, or the ultimate observation of the cosmos, can be considered as a comprehensive integration of those four aspects of thought, in which time connects all different conditions, just like in a quantum world, time becomes the only measurement of the particle and wave.  [26:  C.G. Jung. ‘From: Richard Wilhelm: In Memoriam’ (1930) (CW15)’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p 84. 
]  [27:  C.G. Jung, The structure and dynamics of the psyche, (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1960) pp. 849-850.] 

Astrology in Jung’s cosmology
Regarding to Jung’s belief of astrology, Jung claimed that, “Astrology represents the sum of all the psychological knowledge of antiquity.”’[footnoteRef:28]Since Jung began studied astrology in 1910 and first formed his own theory of synchronicity in 1920s it seems that astrology made contributions to Jung’s probing in synchronicity theory as well as his cosmology. [footnoteRef:29], According to his letter, which represented in the book ‘Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal’, his lectures and his published books, Jung’s statement about astrology became more frequent in the years following the completion of Liber Novus.[footnoteRef:30] It can be concluded that not only is astrology, in Jung’s cosmology, a supplementary tool to assist in his psychological clinical diagnosis, but more importantly a channel connecting the different worlds, a medium shuttling in his theory as well as an expression of his cosmology of synchronicity.  [28:  Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, (London: Bloomsbury,2012), p.254]  [29:  Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, (London: Bloomsbury,2012), p.255]  [30:  Liz Greene, Jung’s Studies in Astrology, (New York: Routledge, 2018), p.30] 

First, when time becomes the only measurement, just as Jung stated in Dream Analysis, ‘we can designate the condition of energy, universal energy, in no other way than by time’ the question is ‘how can we read time and make it meaningful?’ [footnoteRef:31], Jung has experimented astrology and I Ching deeply[footnoteRef:32]. His understanding about astrology was revealed in his Letter to B. Baur, that due to the precession of equinoxes, tropical astrology is not to interpret an astronomical statement but to uncover the enlightenment hiding behind the time[footnoteRef:33]. On the other hand, astrology can be deemed as an integration of a time and a place, because the only data to make a birth chart are the time of birth and place. Jung had gotten the conclusion that ‘the fact that it is possible to reconstruct a person’s character fairly accurately from his birth data shows the relative validity of astrology.’[footnoteRef:34] So, from the time aspect, astrology is a valid tool to recognize person’s character and become a kind of measurement in Jung’s cosmology.  [31:  C.G. Jung, Dream Analysis: Notes of the Seminar Given in 1928-1930, (New Jersey: Princeton University Press,1984) p.412.]  [32:  C.G. Jung, ‘Astrology and the I Ching’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), pp. 79-88.]  [33:  C.G. Jung. ‘Letter to B.Baur Letters vol.1, pp.138-9, 29 Jan 1934’, in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. by Roderick Main, (N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997), p 80.]  [34:  C.G. Jung, Synchronicity: an acausal connecting principle, contributed by Sonu Shamdasani, translated by R. F.C. Hull (New Jersey: Princeton University Press,2012), p.84] 

Secondly, Jung was convinced that the collective unconscious, as well as the individual psyche, reflects these constantly shifting qualities of the libido, and that the cycle of history mirror the great cycle of equinoctial precession.[footnoteRef:35] Therefore, the natal chart in astrology, on the psychic aspect, can provide empirical evidence for his research and observation in the spiritual world and also improve his understanding for the phenomenological world. Liz Green claimed that ‘In Jung’s view, the most fundamental human experiences of birth, youth, maturity, and death, both physical and psychological, are “projected” onto the cycles of the Sun, planets, and constellations, which rise, culminate, and set only to rise again in an apparently eternal round.’[footnoteRef:36] So, we can get the conclusion that , on the unconscious aspect, not only is the understanding of astrology significant for Jung to get acquainted with the process of construction of collective unconscious and the archetype, as well as the reaction, energy transmission or universal relevance to individuals from collective unconscious and the archetype, but also can a natal chart considerably contribute to perceive the inner world and inherent characteristics of individual, especially for the psychologist, thereby to explore the possibility of self-awareness and personal development. [35:  Liz Greene, Jung’s Studies in Astrology, (New York: Routledge, 2018), p.21]  [36:  Liz Greene, Jung’s Studies in Astrology, (New York: Routledge, 2018), p.21] 

Thirdly, because of the possession of all conditions of the his idea synchronicity, including time, psychic, acausal and unconscious, the significance of astrology, in Jung’s view, is embodied in the expression of his theory of synchronicity, as his description about such association between astrology and synchronicity, ‘It is not so much a question of superstition as of a truth which remained hidden for so long only because it had less to do with the physical side of events than with their psychic aspects’.[footnoteRef:37]   [37:  C.G. Jung, Synchronicity: an acausal connecting principle, contributed by Sonu Shamdasani, translated by R. F.C. Hull (New Jersey: Princeton University Press,2012), p.86] 

In all, astrology is, to some extent, in Jung’s cosmology, either working as a container, like time filling with events and space filling with the existence, to store and integrate the contents composing the synchronicity, or functioning as a wire connect the time and space and conducting the information among the various aspect of world. He continued to formulate his astrological experience through terms ‘synchronicity’ and maintained his insistence that astrology could be of immense value of psychology.[footnoteRef:38] Astrology, for Jung, not only included the planetary gods, which are the symbols of the archetypal dominants of the collective unconscious, but analogous as a key to know human psyche and archetypes. [footnoteRef:39]   [38:  Liz Greene, Jung’s Studies in Astrology, (New York: Routledge, 2018), pp.30-31]  [39:  Liz Greene, Jung’s Studies in Astrology, (New York: Routledge, 2018), p.31
] 

Conclusion
Jung recognized astrology as a valuable psychic map in deepening his understanding of individual psychology and linkage to the unconsciousness world. The ‘synchronicity’ is a key theory of his cosmology, which deeply influenced by astrology and I Ching. Granted that Jung’s cosmology can be understood in four aspects as above stated, including time and space aspect, psychic and physical aspect, causal and acausal, conscious and unconscious. While, astrology is a quite important tool to mirror and reflect Jung’s cosmology. 
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