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What goes in the poster?

Think of it as a short story.
Describing a few major points.
Have a good balance between text and graphics.

Gtve 1t graphics and a title that will grab the reader’s interest.




Who is it for?

Consider and design the poster for the Target audience
Your poster may not be aimed at experts in the field.
Any text descriptions should be clear and concise.

Depending on your assessment, the target audience may include:

*  Your lecturers
Potential Customers
Other students on your programme
Potential employers

The general public.




Poster design

* All posters should have two main elements

° Simple and clear data or graphic or design images/displays
* Make it easy for people to see

* Small supporting blocks of text
* Consider stating the: Who, what, where, when, why?.

* Brief clear and concise descriptions. Don’t make people stand in front of your poster
reading for too long.




Poster Size

Before designing your poster, it is very important to know what size your poster
needs to be.

Please check your assessment/activity guidelines to find out.

For academic poster creation we usually use the ‘International A Sizes’ as a guide.

Please click-here to discover the paper dimensions for Al, A2, A3 and A4 poster
sizes.

* Tip: you will need to know this when creating your poster in your chosen design tool, next
¥
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Poster design options

* Depending on your area of study, choose a poster design tool you feel you
would be most comfortable using.

* There are many poster design tools, here are some examples:

* PowerPoint: Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using MS PowerPoint.

* Publisher Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using MS Publisher.

* Illustrator: Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using Adobe Illustrator.

* Google Slides: Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using Google Slides.
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* Your poster orientation can either be portrait or landscape.




* Your poster title should be big

* Really big
* Really, really big

The title

Your biggest impact!

Poster title goes here, containing strictly only the
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Boldface type
Not all caps!
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The text

Poster title goes here, containing strictly
only the essential number of words...

Leave white space around the text
Use easy-to-read fonts

Use the same styles and sizes
throughout

Left-aligned text (not fully justified)
is easier to read.
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* Organise your text in a

logical mannet.
Context: % saiie
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The text

®* Make sure the
text 1S not too
small.

* Fot example:

Authors: 56pt

Title: 85 point i

Sub-headings: 36pt
Body text: 24pt

Captions: 18pt
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The graphics

* Use graphics to
* Break up the text
8 Replace test

¢ Catchethoiove

* Label each figure.
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The graphics

* Colour is your
friend, but use

it caretully!

2-3 colors, no more!

Dark type on
light color background
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The graphics

* Light coloured
backgrounds add

definition.

* Do not use
patterned
backgrounds, they

can be distracting;
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Some Example Posters

Good or bad?




Using a Windbreak Habitat Model Across Broad Landscapes:
The Effect of Local Landscape Composition and Geographic Location

Grorge Hess |, Johin Poulsen’, Raymond O'Counor ', Jeff Bay'
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Determining the Wear Resistance
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Prospective Clinical Study
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A Framework for Assessing the Condition of Agricultural Lands
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Useftul sites

* The following sites have more in-depth information about academic poster
design, including downloadable PowerPoint templates.

* http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign

* http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/

* http://betterposters.blogspot.co.uk/



http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign
http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
http://betterposters.blogspot.co.uk/

Reterences

* Based on and freely adapted from:
http:/ /www.cns.cornell.edu/documents/ScientificPosters.pdf.
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