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What goes in the poster?

• Think of  it as a short story.

• Describing a few major points.

• Have a good balance between text and graphics.

• Give it graphics and a title that will grab the reader’s interest.



Who is it for?

• Consider and design the poster for the Target audience 

• Your poster may not be aimed at experts in the field.

• Any text descriptions should be clear and concise.

• Depending on your assessment, the target audience may include:

• Your lecturers

• Potential Customers 

• Other students on your programme

• Potential employers

• The general public.



Poster design

• All posters should have two main elements

• Simple and clear data  or graphic or design images/displays

• Make it easy for people to see

• Small supporting blocks of  text

• Consider stating the: Who, what, where, when, why?.

• Brief  clear and concise descriptions. Don’t make people stand in front of  your poster 

reading for too long.



Poster Size

• Before designing your poster, it is very important to know what size your poster 
needs to be.

• Please check your assessment/activity guidelines to find out.

• For academic poster creation we usually use the ‘International A Sizes’ as a guide.

• Please click-here to discover the paper dimensions for A1, A2, A3 and A4 poster 
sizes. 

• Tip: you will need to know this when creating your poster in your chosen design tool, next 
>.

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk02qrathDRSqyyhrZWt1aYIMPjjHrA%3A1599156721942&ei=8TFRX4SKOavgkgW0hqHABQ&q=International+A4%2C+A3%2C+A2%2C+A1+paper+sizes&oq=International+A4%2C+A3%2C+A2%2C+A1+paper+sizes&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzoICAAQCBAHEB5QxYsCWOuiAmCqpgJoAHAAeACAAW2IAe8JkgEEMTEuM5gBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwjExueCy83rAhUrsKQKHTRDCFgQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk02qrathDRSqyyhrZWt1aYIMPjjHrA%3A1599156721942&ei=8TFRX4SKOavgkgW0hqHABQ&q=International+A4%2C+A3%2C+A2%2C+A1+paper+sizes&oq=International+A4%2C+A3%2C+A2%2C+A1+paper+sizes&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzoICAAQCBAHEB5QxYsCWOuiAmCqpgJoAHAAeACAAW2IAe8JkgEEMTEuM5gBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwjExueCy83rAhUrsKQKHTRDCFgQ4dUDCA0&uact=5


Poster design options

• Depending on your area of  study, choose a poster design tool you feel you 

would be most comfortable using.

• There are many poster design tools, here are some examples:

• PowerPoint: Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using MS PowerPoint.

• Publisher Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using MS Publisher.

• Illustrator: Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using Adobe Illustrator.

• Google Slides: Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using Google Slides.

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk037AFbvAmGO4Jop2xTSJUQy3lXo6Q%3A1599156288138&ei=QDBRX_v-B8f4kwXEyLeAAg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+powerpoint&oq=How+to+create+an+Academic+Poster+using+Poweropint&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgAMgQIABANOgcIIxCwAhAnOgoIIRAWEAoQHRAeOgYIABAWEB46BQghEKABOggIABANEAUQHjoICAAQCBANEB5QpyFY9oABYNOaAWgAcAB4AIAB0gGIAd0akgEGMjUuNy4ymAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpesABAQ&sclient=psy-ab
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk037AFbvAmGO4Jop2xTSJUQy3lXo6Q%3A1599156288138&ei=QDBRX_v-B8f4kwXEyLeAAg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+powerpoint&oq=How+to+create+an+Academic+Poster+using+Poweropint&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgAMgQIABANOgcIIxCwAhAnOgoIIRAWEAoQHRAeOgYIABAWEB46BQghEKABOggIABANEAUQHjoICAAQCBANEB5QpyFY9oABYNOaAWgAcAB4AIAB0gGIAd0akgEGMjUuNy4ymAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpesABAQ&sclient=psy-ab
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk02A_yR7gULjTQODstXVtgzRHERe6g%3A1599156362320&ei=ijBRX7eBE4nhkgWQiajQCQ&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+MS+publisher&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+MS+publisher&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgQIABBHOgQIIxAnOgUIIRCgAToECCEQFToICCEQFhAdEB5QvhVYmUpgtUtoAHACeACAAZABiAHECpIBAzguNZgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwi37qnXyc3rAhWJsKQKHZAECpoQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk02A_yR7gULjTQODstXVtgzRHERe6g%3A1599156362320&ei=ijBRX7eBE4nhkgWQiajQCQ&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+MS+publisher&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+MS+publisher&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgQIABBHOgQIIxAnOgUIIRCgAToECCEQFToICCEQFhAdEB5QvhVYmUpgtUtoAHACeACAAZABiAHECpIBAzguNZgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwi37qnXyc3rAhWJsKQKHZAECpoQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk00wkd_zVODfMyJVrGc86hZSnRKh3w%3A1599156373122&ei=lTBRX9qAB4ORsAe4krTgDg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Adobe+illustrater&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Adobe+illustrater&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgQIABBHOgQIIxAnOggIIRAWEB0QHlDxjgRYvqsEYJOtBGgAcAJ4AIABsAGIAe0QkgEEMTMuOJgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwian73cyc3rAhWDCOwKHTgJDewQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk00wkd_zVODfMyJVrGc86hZSnRKh3w%3A1599156373122&ei=lTBRX9qAB4ORsAe4krTgDg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Adobe+illustrater&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Adobe+illustrater&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgQIABBHOgQIIxAnOggIIRAWEB0QHlDxjgRYvqsEYJOtBGgAcAJ4AIABsAGIAe0QkgEEMTMuOJgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwian73cyc3rAhWDCOwKHTgJDewQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk00NGdEfHrjm4U-lBGXJdcx6-bKJEw%3A1599156445750&ei=3TBRX-SpLcG2kwWxgbv4Cg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Google+slides&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Google+slides&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIICCEQFhAdEB46BAgjECc6BggAEBYQHjoFCCEQoAE6BAghEBU6BAghEApQkpoBWKyvAWCzsAFoAHAAeACAAaEBiAGrEZIBBDEzLjmYAQCgAQGqAQdnd3Mtd2l6wAEB&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwikjI7_yc3rAhVB26QKHbHADq8Q4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk00NGdEfHrjm4U-lBGXJdcx6-bKJEw%3A1599156445750&ei=3TBRX-SpLcG2kwWxgbv4Cg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Google+slides&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Google+slides&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIICCEQFhAdEB46BAgjECc6BggAEBYQHjoFCCEQoAE6BAghEBU6BAghEApQkpoBWKyvAWCzsAFoAHAAeACAAaEBiAGrEZIBBDEzLjmYAQCgAQGqAQdnd3Mtd2l6wAEB&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwikjI7_yc3rAhVB26QKHbHADq8Q4dUDCA0&uact=5


Poster orientation

• Your poster orientation can either be portrait or landscape.



The title

• Your poster title should be big

• Really big

• Really, really big



The text

• Leave white space around the text

• Use easy-to-read fonts

• Use the same styles and sizes 

throughout

• Left-aligned text (not fully justified) 

is easier to read.



The text

• Organise your text in a 

logical manner.

• Number each section in the 

sequence in which you 

would like the reader to 

follow through the poster.

• Up/down or Side to side

• Make it easy to follow.



The text

• Make sure the 

text is not too 

small.

• For example:



The graphics

• Use graphics to 

• Break up the text

• Replace text

• Catch the eye

• Label each figure.



The graphics

• Colour is your 

friend, but use 

it carefully!



The graphics

• Light coloured 

backgrounds add 

definition.

• Do not use 

patterned 

backgrounds, they 

can be distracting.



Some Example Posters

Good or bad?













Useful sites

• The following sites have more in-depth information about academic poster 

design, including downloadable PowerPoint templates.

• http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign

• http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/

• http://betterposters.blogspot.co.uk/

http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign
http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
http://betterposters.blogspot.co.uk/


References

• Based on and freely adapted from: 

http://www.cns.cornell.edu/documents/ScientificPosters.pdf.

http://www.cns.cornell.edu/documents/ScientificPosters.pdf

